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Pretty in Pink! 

Christine, our Senior Caretaker, in her pink building site wear! 
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Dear Friends, 

I am thoroughly enjoying reading Hilary Mantel’s 

novel Wolf Hall, the first volume of what will be a 

trilogy: the second volume the winner of the Man   

Booker Prize for 2012 Bring up the Bones, and 

the third yet to be written. It’s a fictional work but 

based upon facts surrounding the life of Thomas 

Cromwell. Cromwell’s life really was quite 

extraordinary, from a shocking childhood in 

Putney to becoming confidant and advisor to 

Cardinal Wolsey before becoming Chief Minister 

to King Henry VIII.  

The aspect that Mantel so brilliantly brings out in her work is that of the 

absolute interconnectedness of Church and State, things temporal and 

Spiritual. Wolsey combined being Lord Chancellor, a Cardinal and 

Archbishop of York, although he failed to visit the See of York until shortly  

before his death. Whilst we might look back 

longingly at the way the world seemed to view 

things through a spiritual lens, that God’s will and 

power seemed more commonly spoken of and 

sought by the people, we cannot, however, look 

back with the same longing at the absolute 

corruption of the church by those in power, who 

wielded and manipulated the power of God over 

people to their own ends. Wolsey’s lavish lifestyle 

living in Hampton Court Palace as one among many of his palaces while 

many of his fellows starved to death serves only to reinforce the 

abominable situation. 

Today the church is in a very different situation, and while some may 

lament the fall in number of those claiming belief in God (down to 59% 

from 74% in the most recent census), we surely do not lament the greater 

openness and transparency which now marks the church out. And whilst 
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we Christians are called to involve ourselves at every level of society and 

pray for all in authority, we must never seek to abuse power but instead 

challenge those that do, be prophetic when leaders stray, and remember 

that the power of God was made evident through the crucifixion, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the suffering servant - something we 

shall remember and celebrate shortly through Lent and Easter. 

The church I believe has a wonderful opportunity in these difficult days of 

austerity to reveal the love of God through being even more generous to 

wider society by seeking to serve and  by being open to just what God 

through the Holy Spirit is saying to us. I want to thank you personally 

because in the past year the family at Brunswick have shown something 

of this generosity by increasing the weekly offerings by around 15%. This 

is magnificent during a period when all of us are feeling the pinch. I thank 

you sincerely and assure you that we spend your money wisely and well. 

But, if you do ever see me appear wearing fine clothing of Italian velvet or 

rich sumptuous gowns made from the finest silks, as Wolsey wore, feel 

free to stop me and comment. 

Every blessing to you all. 

Eden 

 

 

Hello from the Global Family! We’re a group of young adults, students 

and young professionals from far and near who gather together on 

Wednesday nights here at Brunswick. In September I came here to work 

as the young adult worker and it’s been a lot of fun so far. I’ve settled in 

well and want to thank everyone here for giving me such a warm 

welcome. In the last few months we’ve gained some new members in our 

Global Family, from far afield and closer to home, who have come to 

Newcastle to study. The highlight of our term was our Global Family 

Christmas meal. We celebrated in style together with some amazing 

cooks who prepared our meal for us.  We sat down to a three course 
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traditional British Christmas Dinner of pate, turkey, and Christmas 

pudding. We pulled Christmas crackers, sang Christmas songs and a 

Santa suit even came out at one point. Around 30 people came to 

celebrate together and we loved having Eunice and John there for their 

last night with the Global Family. We also loved having Sarah and baby 

Ben there and we rounded off a year of Global Family together.  

This year’s Christingle service was a bit different as well as we all took 

part in an adult nativity. Everyone seemed to enjoy getting dressed up 

and playing the parts we never ever got to play at school. It was a lovely 

service and we had a real laugh being part of it – I’m sure everyone else 

had a good laugh at us too.  

 

So what does 2013 have in store for the Global Family? We have some 

great activities planned for Wednesday nights and many of us are 

heading off to the Methodist Student conference in Cambridge in 

February. Also look out for some of us acting again in the future – 

someone must have seen us at the Christingle and we’ve been 

headhunted for another production around Easter.  

God Bless 

Jill x 
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Church News 

Car Drivers 
We are looking for car drivers who would be willing to transport Pastoral 
Visitors to visit members who live in areas remote or inaccessible by 
public transport. The frequency of the visits will be flexible and negotiable 
with the Pastoral Visitor. If you are able in any way to help please contact 
Marion Mountain. Thank you. 
 

 

LIVING WITH DEMENTIA 

At some time or other most of us will have close contact with someone 

who has dementia. We now have the opportunity to find out more about 

the way this affects an individual and those who care for them. Lisa 

Mollette from the Alzheimer’s Society is coming to Brunswick on 

Wednesday 20
th

 February from 2-00pm till 3-00pm to talk about ‘Living 

with Dementia’. Put the date in your diary and watch the Church notices 

for details of which room we will be using.   

This is an open invitation to anyone who is interested. 

(Arranged by the Pastoral Committee) 

 

Daybreak - CIRCUIT SERVICE, Palm Sunday 24th March 6pm at 

Brunswick 

The Circuit Choir, Salvation Army Songsters and Global Family (Young 

People’s Group) will be performing ‘Daybreak’ during the evening service. 

 

Daybreak was written in 1983 by Paul Field and the score was arranged 

by Paul Leddington-Wright for MAYC and ‘Home Missions’ – it is a 

Christian musical with drama (great music, a message with an ABBA 

twist!). 

We invite you to join the choir. The Brunswick Global Family and friends 

will look after the drama links. Please ask others to come along to the 

practices. We have programmed in eight and may require an extra on 

Sunday 24th March at 4pm – if all is going well we may only require 

seven practices! We encourage those who join the choir to commit to 
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attending at least five practices. The leader / conductor will be Philip 

Mountain. 

In order that we can ensure that we have enough copies of the music, 

please could you let David Stabler or Philip Mountain know if you would 

like to take part, or you can phone the Circuit Office on 0191 232 1693. 

Practices - all at Brunswick on Wednesdays 7.30 – 8.30 pm 30
th
 Jan; 6

th
, 

13
th, 

20
th
 and 27

th
 Feb; 6th, 13th and 20th March.  

 
 
Foodbank News 

Many thanks to all those who have already donated food to the foodbank 

using the box in the Worship Area. Your donations are very greatly 

appreciated. 

The Newcastle West Food Bank is on course to open in February and 

start giving out food parcels to those who are referred to it. Please help 

yourself to a leaflet from the folder attached to the box, if you would like to 

know how a Food Bank works. There are also shopping lists which you 

can take, showing the items which are most needed. 

To donate food to the Newcastle West Foodbank, there is a collection box 

in the worship area. The foodbank collects non-perishable food, like tins, 

pasta, rice, jam, tea, coffee etc. However, at Brunswick, to make it easier 

to remember, we are having an item-of-the-month! So for February, 

please donate coffee, and for March, sugar (500g), although of course 

any items from the list are still welcome! For more details about 

foodbanks, please speak to Ruth Colclough or you could look at the 

Trussell Trust website. Thank you. 
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Wydale Hall 
Scarborough 

 
Church Family Weekend 

12th-14th July 2013 

 

 
     
Wydale Hall, the Retreat and Conference Centre of the Diocese of 
York, lies between Pickering and Scarborough on the edge of the North 
York Moors, and is a beautiful 18th century house set in fourteen acres 
of gardens and woodlands. Its main aim is to play a part in the church's 
life and ministry, and provide a place for away-days and other events. 
The 18th century country house offers excellent accommodation and 
facilities, including meeting rooms, worship spaces, and dining room, 
that will provide for our planned programme of Fellowship, Reflection, 
and fun time together, plus the opportunity of time to enjoy the 
surrounding area.  
 

 

If you are interested in joining us on this weekend, please speak to Colin 

Wells, one of the stewards or the Church Office A.S.A.P. There are only 

a limited number of places left for the weekend, the inclusive cost of 

which is £154.00, less a non-returnable deposit of £35.00 to be paid on 

booking, and a small charge of about £12.00 towards the cost of travel 

and car sharing. 
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A Heartfelt Thank You....... 

Dear friends, 

Thank you so much for all the kind words 

and incredibly generous gifts you offered as I 

left Brunswick. I was completely 

overwhelmed by your generosity and left 

feeling very blessed and thankful for you all.  

May you know God’s richest blessings in the 

coming year, 

Deacon Eunice Attwood 

 

Now that the laughter and applause have died away, 

Melded with organ notes into the dusty air. 

We’re left with private thoughts and memories sublime 

Of one who touched us all with grace, support and prayer. 

Her messages, oft spiced with humour, preached God’s word: 

No dry theologic input to fry untutored brains. 

The message; clear, honed, refined for our disturbed age 

Have led so many into new discovered lanes. 

Without the bounds of these stones, others have been blessed; 

Through Pastors, Scarpa, Kumasi , GAP and Chaplains all, 

Not forgetting Healing - Listening Post: all touched 

By this faith, so firmly held, holding us in thrall. 

 

Will we forget - this Eunichean gem - no bet? 

If for no other reason - we’ll miss - “come on pet”. 

© Peter J Aughton 2012 
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Miriam and Ken Medd 

I was already a member of The Society 

of Recorder Players when Ken joined in 

1958. I let him borrow the piece of music 

we were practising at that time. We both 

lived south of the river and we used to 

walk back to Marlborough Crescent bus 

station where we got our buses home. 

Soon we became good friends and 

enjoyed going to concerts, plays and 

films. Ken worked as a graphic artist in a 

studio which was soon to be demolished to clear the site for the building 

of the Civic Centre. I was teaching at Wharrier Street School in Walker. 

After work on Thursdays we met and had tea in one of the Carrick’s cafés 

in town. We enjoyed bacon, egg, chips, tea, bread and butter with a 

cream cake for half a crown (12½p)! After tea Ken would go off to take 

choir practice at St Aidan’s Church in Gateshead where he was the 

organist. I was taking a course in Music in the Education of Young 

Children at the Institute of Education at the University which was still 

Durham University then. 

We were married at St Aidan’s in 1960 and this became our place of 

worship. I was brought up in the Brethren tradition so not allowed to take 

communion, which was upsetting. When this church stopped the evening 

service we began to attend Brunswick and always received a warm 

welcome. Eventually St Aidan’s closed and we attended more services at 

Brunswick. 

Ken and I have two children who were nurtured in the Brunswick Sunday 

School and came to personal faith. They are both very much involved 

within their own churches and host home groups weekly. 

Bronwyn and her husband, Chris, are both GPs in local practices. They 

have three daughters. Gareth is Director of Inclusion and Deputy Head 
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Teacher of Heaton Children’s Services in Bradford. His wife, Jo, is 

currently working as a health visitor. They have two boys and twin girls. 

We are dedicated grandparents! 

At Brunswick we have occupied various positions within the life of the 

church. Ken is deputy organist and enjoys using his artistic skills to glorify 

God. We believe this is where we are meant to be and think of Brunswick 

as our spiritual home. 

 

who will join us at Brunswick in September 2013 

 

Dear Friends 

It was with great delight (and a bit of trembling) that we received the news 

that we would be coming to Brunswick. Great delight because we were 

fortunate to have already had a bit of a taster of life in Brunswick when I 

shadowed Eunice during my summer placement.  

                 

We are Liesl, Richard and Nicholas. I, Liesl, am South African, the 

daughter of a retired Lutheran Bishop and I originally trained as a 

pharmaceutical technician in Germany, where my dad was stationed in 

the early 90s. Being a child born into itinerant ministry meant that I 

developed a love of travel, which eventually brought me to the UK. It was 

only meant to be a short stop as sunnier destinations (Australia perhaps?) 

beckoned, I was sure. God, as is sometimes His way, had other plans. 

Richard was on my interview panel when I applied for my first lay worker 

post in the Methodist Church, so I was very pleased when I got the job 
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(as I said, God had plans!) Richard is a mechanical engineering manager 

from sunny Maidenhead, Berkshire, who, since our wedding, has been 

dragged (very willingly) ever further north, first to Goole, then Durham and 

now soon Newcastle, as we followed God’s promptings and call into 

ministry. His passions include making music (different genres, though he 

is particularly partial to Irish folk), model railways and classic cars. 

Nicholas is 3, full of life and energy and requiring all hands on deck. He is 

loud, has a great sense of humour, loves to laugh, and reminds us not to 

take ourselves too seriously. He absolutely shares his dad’s passion for 

trains, trains and more trains! 

We come to you as a package, all wanting to be involved in sharing life 

together at Brunswick and full of anticipation and excitement of all that 

God might have in store for us as a church over the next few years. And if 

truth be told, we cannot wait! 

With love and blessings, 

Liesl, Richard and Nicholas 
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From tomorrow on I shall be sad 

From tomorrow on I shall be sad 

From tomorrow on, not today 

Today I will be glad and every day 

No matter how bitter it may be I shall say 

From tomorrow on I shall be sad not today 

(Unknown child in a Nazi death camp) 

In the Public Domain 

 

 

 

 

Thank You 
 
We all remember 'Thunder Thursday', but how many of you were aware 
of 'Freezing Friday', 7th December, when the boilers were compulsorily 
turned off, because a blocked flue had been identified? All of this on the 
day before Eunice's leaving do! However, thanks to a small group of 
volunteers we acquired emergency heating and the event went without a 
hitch. We estimate that about 250 people attended the service and we 
catered for more than half of these! So, many thanks to David for 
collecting heaters from Trinity Methodist Church, Wallsend, to Colin for 
arranging to rent space heaters and to Eric and Gail for locating and 
collecting extra heaters. Thanks also to those who helped in any way to 
make the occasion such a success, particularly those who planned and 
provided the food! 
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Lenten Prayers from the Methodist Church website 

Call to Action 

The Israelite prophet Micah said: 

"What does the Lord require of you? Only to act justly, love mercy and to 

walk humbly with your God." 

God of mercy and source of justice, 

pour on your people such love and compassion that 

we cannot remain silent, 

we cannot tolerate injustice and poverty. 

 

As your grace fills our hearts 

so may we be stirred into action 

to demonstrate your love for all the world 

and for all creatures that live and move on this earth. 

Six short prayers for the Lenten period 

Lord, as we enter Lent help us to draw near to you in praise, stripping 

away all that distracts us from worship. Amen 

 

As Jesus resisted temptation by the devil in the wilderness, help us reflect 

on his faithfulness to God, his rejection of worldly values and hold these 

thoughts in our hearts throughout Lent and beyond. Amen 

Jesus, you prayed and fasted. As your disciple teach me about spiritual 

discipline in my relationship with you. Amen 

Lord may Lent be a time of inward searching that makes me more able to 

look with compassion at the needs of the world. Amen 

Thank you Lord for desert experiences, when being confronted with 

myself makes me realise my need of you. Amen 

Lord, you've guided us through the difficult days of Lent, encouraging us 

along the way. We pray as we move towards the darkest day, that you'll 

not forsake us but remind us of our Saviour's ultimate gift and promise of 

new, abundant, eternal life for all who believe and trust in him, your 

precious son, Jesus. Amen 
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Taizé - The European Meeting of Young Adults in Rome 
28 Dec 2012 - 2 Jan 2013 by brother Paolo 

Wonderfully sunny weather throughout gave the recent European 
Meeting in Rome a festive air, even if several thousand of the young 
people needed to stay in very rudimentary accommodation, including 
large-scale dormitories in the city's exhibition halls.   

The meeting, with 40,000 
participants, has been 
hardly reported at all in the 
UK religious press. 
Because of its ecumenical 
importance — many 
thousands of the 
participants were from 
Protestant or Orthodox 
Churches — this short 
report has been written by 
Brother Paolo of Taizé. 

One moment each day when it was possible to see the whole meeting 
together was lunchtime at the Circus Maximus. It was transformed into a 
vast picnic area. 
 
For the early evening prayer with Pope Benedict on Saturday 29 
December the number of participants was swelled by Italian groups who 
had come as day participants. During the course of the afternoon the 
whole of St. Peter’s Square filled. 45,000 people is probably no 
exaggeration. 
 
Brother Alois, Prior of Taizé, spoke clearly of our desire for unity in the 
Church: “Reconciled Christians can become witnesses to peace and 
communion, bearers of a new solidarity among human beings. Seeking a 
personal relationship with God is the basis of this approach. This 
ecumenism of prayer does not encourage a facile tolerance. It promotes a 
mutual listening which is demanding, and a true dialogue.” 
 
And Pope Benedict, in his reply, showed that he realised the ecumenical 
dimension of the meeting: “I assure you of the irrevocable commitment of 
the Catholic Church to continue seeking the paths of reconciliation 
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leading to the visible unity of Christians. And so this evening I greet with 
special affection those among you who are Orthodox or Protestants.” 
 
The afternoon “workshops” were wide-
ranging. The Vatican Museums were 
opened specially for about 3,000 
participants. Their visit culminated in a 
short talk given by one of the brothers 
in the Sistine Chapel. The young 
people sang prayerfully as they filed 
out. The staff at the museum 
spontaneously gave their thanks, 
saying they had never had a visit like this before. Others made 
pilgrimages to various Catacombs, the burial places of the early Christian 
communities. The remaining workshops were more usual in format, for 
example two meetings on themes of science and faith with a Jesuit 
astronomer. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



17 
 

PSALM FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY (Whickham Parish Magazine – April 2012) 

The word “maundy” comes from the Latin “mandatum” meaning 

commandment, for this is the night of the giving of a new commandment 

to the disciples of Jesus, that they should love one another.  It is also 

usually remembered as the Last Supper, when the eucharist was 

instituted, and when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet at supper. 

1. Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment: 

love one another as I have loved you; 

 

2. then everyone will know you’re my disciples: 

because of the care you show for one another.” 

 

3. Now, Lord, you have invited us to share in your supper: 

so we  proclaim your death until you come again. 

 

4. As you have washed our feet as the willing slave of all: 

so we wash one another’s feet as servants of others. 

 

5. The basin of water to refresh the weary: 

the towel to wipe the frustration of hard and bitter lives. 

 

6. For you have given the Eucharist to your church: 

and the church you have given to the whole of the world. 

 

7. The bread, which we break together: 

it’s a sharing of your body, as we share the single loaf. 

 

8. The cup of blessing that we bless: 

it’s a sharing of your blood that’s freely shed for us. 

 

9. At the end we depart in disarray: 

what can I do, now you’ve left me all alone? 

 

10. And yet, I’m not ever alone: 

for you are now inside me, I can live as part of your body. 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
Tuesday Circle: Women’s Fellowship, Tuesdays - 2:15pm 
 

Feb 26
th

 Monthly meeting Chairwoman: Mrs Myra Dow 
 
Mar 19

th
 

 
Monthly meeting Chairwoman: Mrs Margaret Steel 
 

 The Tuesday Circle Committee have decided to hold 
the meetings monthly until Easter and then re-
commence weekly for the summer session on 
Tuesday 16th April. Programmes will be available as 
usual for the summer session and if anyone has any 
queries please phone the Church Office on 0191 
2321692. 
 

 
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

Feb 5
th
 ‘Irish Home Rule Question in Co Durham’ – Paul 

Mayne, Chairman: John Saul 
 

 12
th
 All at Sea’ – Alan James, Chairman: Peter Aughton 

 
 19

th
 ‘Behold the Sea’ – Michael Matthews, Chairman: John 

Saul 

 
 26

th
 ‘Chance and 2 Men Called JOHN’ – Donald 

Williamson, Chairman: Peter Lambert 
 

Mar 5
th
 ‘The Great Escape – The True Story’ – Bernard Hope, 

Chairman: Bill Pattinson 
 

 12
th
 ‘Newcastles of the World’ – Clr David Faulkner, 

Chairman: John Saul 
 

 26
th
 ‘Shipwrecks’ – Capt R Kinghorn, Chairman: John Saul 
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Worship Leaders – February and March 

 
Feb  10.45am 6.00pm 
 3

rd
 Miss Kate Laws 

 
Rev Ian Kent 

 10
th
 Rev Eden Fletcher 

(Holy Communion & 
Pastoral Visitors 
Dedication) 
 

Major Antony Mugford 

 17
th
 Canon Peter Dodd Rev Robert Hawkins (Holy 

Communion) 
 24

th
 Rev Eden Fletcher 

 
Major Antony Mugford 
 

March    
 3

rd
 Mr Andrew Clark 

 
Canon Peter Dodd 
 

 10
th
 

 
Rev Eden Fletcher 
(Holy Communion) 
 

Major Antony Mugford 
 

 17
th
 Mr Harris MacQuarrie 

 
Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy 
Communion) 
 

 24
th
 
 

Rev Eden Fletcher 
 

Circuit Service – 
‘Daybreak’ 
 

 31
st
 
 

Rev Eden Fletcher 
(Holy Communion) 

Rev Eden Fletcher / Major 
Antony Mugford 
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Flower Rota – February / March 
 
Feb 3

rd
 TBA 

 10
th
 Mrs M Hall 

 17
th
 Mr & Mrs R Burge 

 24
th 

 Mr & Mrs W Watson 
Mar 3

rd
 Miss G Nichol 

 10
th
 TBA 

 17
th
 Miss A Backley 

 24
th
 Mrs M Scott 

 31
st
 Easter 

 

Prayer Meeting  
(in the worship area first Saturday of the month) 
 

Feb 2nd 10.30am – 11.30am 

Mar 2nd 10.30am – 11.30am 

Apr 6th 10.30am – 11.30am 

 

 

 Global Family each Wednesday at 6.30pm. 

 Join our Facebook group ‘Brunswick Global Family’ for further information. 

 

 Brunswick Fellowship Group (Bible Study) meets fortnightly on 

Thursdays 10.30am. 

 

 Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm. 

 

 The Brunswick Friendship Group continues throughout 

February/March each Thursday at 4.30pm.  
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Lent and Easter 

Lent Course led by Chris Carroll and Rev Eden Fletcher: 

Turning the Tables 

Thursdays 5.30 – 6.30 

 

February 21
st
  Cleansing the Temple 

February 28
th
  Widows Mite 

March 7
th
  The Greatest Commandment 

March 14
th
  Lessons from the Fig Tree 

March 21
st
   The Vineyard 

 

 

Services through Lent and Easter 
 
Ash 
Wednesday 

February 13
th
 

7.00pm 
Service of Imposition of Ashes 
with Holy Communion 
 

Palm Sunday March 24
th 

6.00pm 
Musical and Dramatic 
Presentation of Daybreak  
by singer songwriter Paul Field 
 

Maundy 
Thursday 
 

March 28
th
 

7.00pm 
  

Easter Day Celebration with 
Holy Communion 
 

10.45am  

Easter Day Songs of Praise with 
the Salvation Army 

6.00pm  
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The Last Supper Word Search 

by Philologus © BibleQuizzes.org.uk 2008 

 

Find all the words and the remaining letters (reading from left to right) will 

reveal a hidden phrase. 
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BETRAY 

 

GIVEN PREPARE 

BLESSED 

 

HYMN REMISSION 

BLOOD 

 

JESUS SINS 

BODY 

 

JUDAS SON OF MAN 

BREAD 

 

KINGDOM SOP 

BROKEN 

 

LAST SUPPER SORROWFUL 

DESIRE 

 

LORD TABLE 

DIP 

 

MASTER TAKE 

DISCIPLES 
 

MEMORIAL THANKS 

EAT 

 

NEW TESTAMENT UPPER ROOM 

EVENING 

 

PASSOVER VINE 

FATHER 

 

PETER WATERPOT 

FRUIT POURED WINE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



24 
 

 

 

BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Minister: Rev Eden J Fletcher 

Pastoral Worker: Marion Mountain 

Young Adult Worker: Jill Foster 

 

 

 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (April - May) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 24

th
 March 2013.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all 
submissions. 
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