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Dear Friends, 

‘I am no longer my own but yours..’ continues to ring in 
my ears as the new year gets under way. Wesley’s 
penetrating words, lifted from the seventeenth century 
Puritans who desired the Church of England to be free 
from all Roman Catholic influence, still has a powerful 
and profound effect upon me. The words of the covenant 
service are far more meaningful than New Year 
resolutions – a new diet, more exercise and so on – for 
they remind us of the loving relationship which God 

desires with his people and re-invite us to rededicate ourselves afresh to this 
relationship. It is then as we live in relationship with God, as we give ourselves 
completely to God trusting him for all things, that we will experience the joy 
and delight of knowing God and being fully alive in God through Christ. 
 

I think it is true to say that when we are in a secure and loving relationship we 

can deal with all things; we can cope with all things, when in relationship with 

God we are ‘More than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord’ as St Paul so beautifully expresses it in his letter to the 

Romans. That’s wonderful news, isn’t it, as we enter into the New Year with all 

its change and challenges, opportunities and possibilities. 

 

And this is good news not just for us churchy folk - this is good news for the 

world, this is the good news which we are called to share through  our words 

and through our lives and this is good news that the world desperately needs 

to hear. The last few months have brought further terror and bloodshed to our 

world, with the killing of 132 children in Peshawar, Pakistan, the murder of 

cartoonists, editors, police and Jewish citizens in Paris and further terror in 

Belgium, which of course is all laid aside continuing war in Syria, fighting 

against Islamic State and unrest in other fragile states. The world is desperate 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://umcsoutherntagalog.wordpress.com/2012/06/15/one-father-we-will-remember-who-bore-no-children/&ei=nXu_VLGMG4bwaLaDgtAM&bvm=bv.83829542,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNHP
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for a new way, a way of life instead of death, a way of peace instead of war 

and a way of justice and mercy. 

 

I was invited to preach at St David’s RC 
Cathedral in Cardiff (I’m not sure what 
the Puritans would have made of this!) 
for the beginning of the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. The theme this year 
was the Woman at the Well of Samaria. I 
took as my theme ‘It is necessary to walk 
through Samaria’ and reflected that the 
call is for all of us to be prepared to go 
into those places or among those people 

that we might fear or feel hostile towards 
or even despise and speak words of healing and 
peace and reconciliation, in other words speak 
the message of God’s reconciling love.  Those 
places might be ‘out there’ amongst peoples 
or communities, or they may well be within 
ourselves for there are some who despise 
aspects or traits within themselves, who dare 
not look upon them. It is to these very places 
that God invites us to journey and in that 
journeying to find healing, wholeness and 
release.  
 

‘I am no longer my own but yours…’ is a call to 

journey, to discover what it truly means to live in 

relationship with God.Soon we shall journey the way 

of the Cross - let the Cross be your guide, let the 

Cross lead you to die to those things within you and 

around you that damage or prevent your 

relationship with God, let the Cross of death open 

the way to the glorious new life which God desires 

you to receive.  

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.cmswire.com/cms/customer-experience/forget-the-marketing-funnel-its-all-about-the-customer-journey-forrforum-021548.php&ei=e3q_VKLRC8PwaP-egNAI&bvm=b
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The well of Samaria is deep but the grace, mercy and love of God is so much 

deeper so drink deeply and be utterly refreshed. 
 

 

Every blessing to you all 

 

Eden 
 

Dates for your diary! As you know, Eden is leaving Newcastle this 
summer, and his final service will be at Brunswick on the morning 
of Sunday 9th August 2015. On the previous evening there will be a 
Circuit Farewell event. 

The Inaugural Orphan House Lecture will take place at 

Brunswick Methodist Church on Thursday 21st May at 

7pm. The speaker will be the Rev Terry Hurst and his topic 

will be 'What's in a Name? The Rise and Rise of the 

Wesleyan Methodists 1742 - 1821'  
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Dear Friends, 
 
2015 is already one month old and I wonder if you, like me, have already 
failed at the first few hurdles on our way to achieving our new year’s 
resolutions?  
 
 I must admit that I love the ‘feel’ of the start of a new year. I always have.  I 
know that for many it is ‘just another day’, but for me it has always been a 
special day, full of wonder of what the new year might bring. In fact, I can get 
quite dreamy about it. 
 
I also always make a list of all the things I hope to accomplish each year. 
Someone once told me that a dream, once on paper, becomes more than just 
wishful thinking: it becomes a goal to aim for. Of course I have not, over the 
years, accomplished every single thing that I have written down. Some things 
recur on my list year after year (e.g. this will be the year that I will begin, and 
stick with a rigid exercise routine...and so on). I have learned however, not to 
give up hope and to continue to believe that what might not be possible now, 
just might be in the future. Rome was not built in a day, as they say. 
 
And so a new year always brings to me that liberating feeling of a second (or 
third, or fourth) chance! A fresh opportunity to try again or the anticipation of 
new and exciting adventures and experiences ahead. The temptation to ‘give 
up’, can otherwise be just too easy, can’t it? When at first we do not see 
instant results, we wonder what the point of trying again might be. Oh well, 
we’ve tried that in the past, and it didn’t work then, why should it now; best 
just to accept things the way they are, because what is the use in trying 
again?  
 
Thank goodness that God doesn’t see things the way we often do. Thank 
goodness that it is not in his nature ever to give up on any of us. Thank 
goodness that our God is a God of just as many chances as we need – no 
matter how long it takes, or how often we stumble on our way trying to get 
there. For him, the natural response to our ‘failure’, is to give us yet another 
opportunity to try again.  
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Recently I have learned again that no matter how hopeless your situation 
might seem, with God it is always, always possible to start again. I have the 
permission of a young man to reproduce here a poem which he has written 
about his life.  Again and again he struggled with drug and alcohol addiction 
and there were times when he had reached absolute rock bottom and 
everything seemed pointless. However, the spirit within him not to give up 
eventually helped him out of that pit of despair into a place of fullness of life in 
God. 
 
CELEBRATE RECOVERY Nasir Lee Khan 
 
A drink and drug it changed my mind  
but just for today  
that past life is behind.  
I’m walking the road of recovery 28 years  
I’m starting to discover me. 
 
I'm standing here with a new courage, passion, no fear  
no longer a lonesome traveller, 
 
I've been some rough places  
met and drank with many poor people  
in the gutter  
like a rat  
and watched in despair  
and seen the rich families’ horrified faces 
 
Begging for money to get my next fix,  
cold and hungry  
a life so lonely  
ready to take my life,  
when will this end? 
 

Looking,  
wondering  
all alone  
still no home  
but travelling on  
looking for the road to freedom  
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Thy kingdom come thy will be done. 
 
I fall to the ground on my knees,  
can't take no more of this illness and disease,  
please leave, please.  
I look to the sky and pray  
My Lord, a higher power greater than me,  
and begging for help,  
I came to believe. 
 
Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change,  
courage to change the things I can  
and wisdom to know  
the difference from right and wrong  
so these are my lyrics  
my song  
travelling on the road to freedom.  
 
I'm honest, open and willing,  
to start afresh  
a brand new beginning.  
Working my programme one day,  
one step at a time  
just for today I’m not returning to the life of crime.  
 
This life it's mine: Embrace it don't chase it  
live it, live and let live.  
24 hours is all I have  
the difference between winning and losing  
living and dying.  
For this day I will think,  
no longer will I pick up a drug or a drink.  
I have a fellowship that care,  
won't judge me,  
love me,  
and trust me.  
Stand with me  
and let's celebrate  
RECOVERY!!! 
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So let us too in our own way hold onto those resolutions to chance our 

circumstances. It doesn’t matter that 2015 is already one month old and we’ve 

already strayed from the path we wanted to travel on this year. Let us re-set the 

compass to our original plans and start again. Or if you have given up on looking 

forward to something invigorating to challenge your personal growth in some 

way, then I want to encourage you to start dreaming again of what might just be 

possible this year that hasn’t been in the past. God is a God of new beginnings, 

of adventure and second chances. He invites us all to discover the plans he has 

for each and every one of us for this particular year.  

Jeremiah 29:11 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”. 

May we have the courage to trust in this word for ourselves and as the season 

of Lent approaches, may we be willing to allow his Spirit to guide us ever 

deeper into the Father heart of God where his dreams for us are immeasurably 

greater than our own. 

With love and blessings 

Liesl 
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The Crucified God 

The Crucified God is the title of a book by Jurgen Moltmann, published in 1974. 
He suggests that only a God who suffers alongside and on behalf of His people 
makes sense in the world in which we live. Having been a prisoner of war, 
Moltmann returned to lecture in theology at the University of Tubingen. He 
writes: Shattered and broken, the survivors of my generation were then 
returning from camps and hospitals to the lecture room. A theology which did 
not speak of God in the sight of the one who was abandoned and crucified 
would have had nothing to say to us then. 

 

Our world today is full of suffering: hunger, disease, poverty, war, oppression 
and torture. God is still suffering with us. This same God calls us to be salt and 
light in the world; to be His voice and to do His works of love, mercy and 
forgiveness. We must begin where we are, even in the smallest of ways. We 
must believe always in a world that can be different, especially when it seems 
that evil and hatred prevails and goes on crucifying the God who is Love. 

 

Many years ago, before I had invited Christ into my life, I challenged a Christian 
friend with these words: "What if it's all rubbish, this God you believe in? What 
if you reach the end of your life and discover you were wrong - there is no God 
and nothing that you've believed and based your life on is true?" 

 

Her answer challenged me - and continues to do so. She said, "I prefer to live as 
if it were true. I do believe with all my heart. It's not about being right or 
wrong; it's about how I live my life because of who Jesus is and what He 
teaches. If more people believed it, the world would be a different place." 

 

I knew that I had to search for this God, if He existed. God was waiting to be 
found. That was thirty-eight years ago. I am still discovering new things about 
God. I still believe in a world that can be different; I ask God to make me part of 
the change I wish to see. 

Chris Carroll, Layworker 
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Happy New Year! 

 

It's a new year and new term for our students and young adults at 
Brunswick.  

We had an amazing Christmas celebrating with meals, films and parties 
and now we are back to the reality of study, exams and work.  

 

Christmas and the end of 2014 was great for us, we had a fabulous time 
at our annual traditional British Christmas meal and party at Eden’s 
house. Many of us also got together regularly to study the Bible and 
pray through the Advent season. Some of the students had great plans 
this Christmas - many went home to visit family, some went to 
experience Christmas in London and visited Westminster Central Hall on 
Christmas Day, others went travelling to Iceland, Scotland and Ireland. 
Just after Christmas some of our students went with some of our friends 
from the Chinese Church to the LIFE GAME conference. Eric, Joanne, 
Clement, Jordan and Eva all went and had an amazing and challenging 
time as they journeyed through 'life' scenarios with different twists and 
turns and fun along the way. They came back having made new friends, 
been challenged in their faith and blessed by the conference – ask them 
about it and they will fill you in on some of the experiences they shared.  

 

We started off the new term with our first meeting by thinking about 
leaving last year’s burdens and stresses behind us, not worrying too 
much about the future but embracing each day as it comes, as a new 
opportunity to walk with Jesus. We prayed for a new spirit, not holding 
onto the past or old bitterness or failures but embracing the excitement 
and challenge of each new morning. 

  

We have also been thinking about our programme this year. Many of the 
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Young Adults met at Liesl's house for food and to discuss how we can 
develop our community of young professionals and post-graduates. We 
are excited to be starting regular Bible studies over Lent as well as 
gathering around food and discussion, to connect with each other and 
with Christ. 

 

Some exciting news for our students is that we will be starting a student 
cafe on Tuesday evenings in February. We are hoping that from 4-8pm 
we will be serving great coffee and snacks, and offering wifi so students 
can come and study or meet friends in a safe environment. 

 

Please pray for us. Many of our students and young adults are very far 
from home. Pray for them and their families. Pray for our gifts and skills, 
that we can use them to build others up, to serve God and to bless the 
communities we encounter on a daily basis.  

 

Jill Foster 
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Student 

Cafe  
Student Café 2015 

 

In February, Jill and Liesl, along with a group of volunteers and Student 
volunteers, hope to pioneer a Student Café on Tuesday evenings from  

4-8pm.  

 

We will look to create an environment that allows study, friendship and a safe 
café culture for students in our city.  

 

We hope to help develop this environment by establishing two fellowship 
groups that also meet here initially as part of the Lent Bible study groups - one 
for young adults and post-graduates and another for students. We hope this 
will develop both a buzzing atmosphere and an environment where faith is 
explored in an open and accessible way.  

 

We will initially advertise this by using our own student connections, word of 
mouth, fliers distributed through our regular students here at Brunswick and 
through a banner that will go outside. This will hopefully both advertise and 
distinguish the café as separate to that which happens earlier in the day with 
the regular Brunswick café customers.  

 

We hope to sell and promote healthy or ethically produced snacks, fairtrade or 
organic where possible, which we think is an important issue for students and 
young adults.  

 

We hope that encouraging Bible study based activities, offering a safe place to 
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meet, offering the prayer room as a place to receive prayer and to reflect, and 
having supportive Christian volunteers working in the café, we might be a 
witness and offer a place for relationships to thrive and conversations to 
develop naturally around faith.  

 

In order to develop a different atmosphere, more attractive to students, we will 
be using music, video, lighting, new and different products and a different 
layout of tables etc.  

 

We hope this will be a success and will lead to new relationships, new regular 
customers, the development in the reputation of the café to new areas and 

News from Lai Ling and Lai Hong 

Many of you will remember Lai Ling and Lai Hong from Malaysia who used to 

worship at Brunswick as students, and later returned when they were 

seconded for a year to Northumbria University where they lectured. They 

recently wrote to us (before Christmas), giving us some updates on their life. 

Both Lai Ling and Lai Hong now work for Heriot-Watt University’s Malaysian 

campus which was recently established. Although their work is challenging 

with the campus being in its development stages, we are assured that they are 

both enjoying their new jobs. They have also both recently committed to a 

discipleship course locally and have since completed a 9 month course which is 

only stage 1 of what is a 4 stage programme. They will now be looking to start 

serving in their local community before embarking on the next stage of the 

course. They send us their best wishes for Christmas and the New Year ahead.  
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This message from Anne was unfortunately omitted from the Dec/Jan magazine.  

“Megawow” 

I think Peter Aughton described the evening of Wednesday, 24th September 

2014, brilliantly in his write-up of the occasion. 

It was a great surprise when I was chosen to accept The Queen’s Award on 

behalf of so many hardworking volunteers at Brunswick. 

I found the occasion quite emotional and it was a great honour for me to 

represent you all. An evening I will – and hope you will also – remember 

with pride. 

I hope we can all continue to work together for a long time to come to help 

others in the community and for Brunswick. 

Love and God bless 

Anne Backley 

 

Litter in Brunswick Place 
 
Since the opening of Monument Mall, you will no doubt have noticed the 
increase in litter in Brunswick Place, and the general deterioration in the 
appearance of our surroundings. Please be assured that this matter is 
high on the agendas of both the Church Council and the Church 
Leadership Team, and is discussed regularly. Many photos have been 
taken of rubbish, beer barrels, glass, and the general squalor, and these 
have been sent, along with strongly worded letters, to officials at the 
Civic Centre, to Hammersons (who own the mall) and elsewhere. Also, 
the MP for Newcastle upon Tyne Central, Ms Chi Onwurah, attended 
our Civic Coffee Morning in December. She was very impressed by the 
work we do, and has also been asked to do what she can to enforce 
more responsible rubbish disposal by our neighbours. 
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There have been several responses to our letters - from Newcastle 
Council who have appointed a contact to look into the situation and also 
from the Managing Director of Fenwick’s who agrees with the contents of 
Eden’s letter and is also keen to find some resolution. In addition to this 
we have had visits from the manager of Jamie’s Italian, a representative 
from Hammersons and also a representative of the agent who manages 
the building at a local level, all of whom have stressed they are very keen 
to make sure the situation is resolved as swiftly as possible. We have 
had assurances that we should see a marked improvement within the 
coming days and now have personal contact details should this 
improvement not be forthcoming or indeed if we notice the standards 
slipping again in the future. So it seems that there are signs of hope, and 
we can look forward to cleaner, tidier surroundings! 

 
As Eden said at a recent meeting of the Church Leadership Team, by 
continuing to care for our own building and its surroundings, we can set 
an example to our neighbours of cleanliness and tidiness, so that others 
can see that we care.  

 

 

I would like to thank the Brunswick congregation for all your support, 

messages, prayers, emails, cards etc since I became ill in mid-

December. It has really made a difference to feel supported by so many 

people and I am truly grateful. At the moment I seem to be going from 

one infection to another, so I hope and pray that I am on to the last one! 

Thank you, Ruth Colclough  
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Footprints in the Sand  - a 
journey to the cross and 
beyond…….drama, 
Circuit singers and Salvation 
Army Songsters and friends!  

Put this in your diary ----- now 
29th March, 2015 Palm Sunday evening 6 p.m. at Brunswick 

Now is your chance to join the singers 
or drama team of 6 people plus 

‘crowd’ and sign up to be part of this 
great Christian event 

There will be up to ten choir rehearsals [we ask you commit to attending at least 
seven] and they will be on Wednesday evenings in February and March 

 

Let David [2321693] Philp [07849511408] or Ray [2851616] 
know if you are joining us 
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Reflections on the Young Pianist of the North Competition 

 

In November 2014, Brunswick was again the host to this international 
competition. Over five days children and young people from many countries, 
were in Brunswick, practising,  competing and then performing. Meanwhile 
their parents waited anxiously, spending long hours in the Coffee Shop. 

 

At Brunswick we are not really ‘geared up’  to hosting events on this scale and 
over this period of time and a lot of work, effort and patience was required of 
many of us.  So, this is partly a thank you to all who helped to make the event a 
great success. Particularly Fiona Wells , in the office, who bore the brunt of the 
planning and organisation, but also to those who volunteered to be stewards, 
who helped to prepare and serve meals to the judges. Colin, who organised the 
competition area, the caretakers who kept the building in good order (all our 
normal activities continued!) and the coffee shop volunteers who gave 
hospitality and help to anxious parents and competitors, many of whom spoke 
no English. 

 

There were times, particularly on day one, when it was all a bit overwhelming 
and we wondered if we had been wise to agree to hosting the event for a 
second time. Following the public performances on Saturday evening, for 
several of us, the answer to this was a resounding “Yes!” As  we stood, waiting 
for them to stop taking photographs and making their farewells, so that we 
could prepare the church for Sunday worship, we were approached by several 
parents, thanking us for what everyone at Brunswick had done that week. 
What they said to us, in addition to their thanks, was fascinating. 

 

A lady from Ireland told us how impressed she had been by the teams of 
volunteers each day, who had welcomed and taken care of elderly, and often 
frail customers. They had told her of how they liked coming to Brunswick, of 
the friendly welcome they found there. A German father commented on the 
assistance he had been given, the smiles and the laughter he often heard and 
wanted to know if it was like this everywhere in Britain? (We claimed it as a 
particularly Geordie virtue!) Even more interesting were the comments of a 
mother from Kazakhstan, who expressed amazement and admiration because 
she had seen “everyone” being welcomed at Brunswick, no matter what their 
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age, race, religion or social standing. She said that this was not what she was 
used to in her own country, but that it was what the world should be like! 

 

We believe that, as Christians, we are called to model the life to which Jesus 
called us. We are placed in the city centre, where every kind of human 
condition is found. Often we feel besieged and exhausted by the needs of the 
people we encounter, but we are in such a privileged position; we can be (are!) 
the ‘thin place’ where heaven and earth meet. Strangers from across the world 
saw and recognised something of that, valued it and gave thanks! Well done 
everyone. 

 

Gail Nichol 
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Missing Newcastle man Alexander Nicol: Service marks 
second anniversary of disappearance 

Around 100 friends and colleagues of 
Alexander Nicol turned up at Brunswick 
Methodist Church for the moving event 

Around 100 friends and former colleagues 
of missing Alexander Nicol gathered on 
Saturday 24th January for a service to mark 
the second anniversary of his 
disappearance. 

It was organised at Brunswick Methodist 
Church in Newcastle where Mr Nicol was a 
regular visitor. 

The Rev Eden Fletcher said: “It tells you a 
lot about Alexander that so many are here 
today. 

“It’s not a funeral service, not a memorial service, it’s just an opportunity for 
friends to come together to remember him and continue to hope for him.” 

The disappearance of Mr Nicol, who was 74 at the time, still remains a mystery. 

He was reported missing after he failed to return to his home in Pilgrims Court, 
Jesmond, Newcastle, for the Burn’s Night celebrations he had organised. 

Despite a huge police investigation involving searches across Newcastle and 
Northumberland, no trace of the pensioner has been found. 

Police were able to trace Mr Nicol’s journey after leaving his home that Friday 
morning using CCTV. 

It was established he had caught the 10.14am X18 bus from the Regent Centre 
in Gosforth, going to Berwick. 

He then got off at a stop in Alnmouth, Northumberland, at around 11.45am. 

The last confirmed sighting of Mr Nicol was when he was caught on CCTV 
walking towards the train station in Alnmouth at just after 4pm. 

A man fitting his description was later seen walking west on the B1338, near 
Hipsburn, towards the bridge over the river Aln, at around 4.25pm the same 



21 

day. However, police were not able to confirm whether or not this man was Mr 
Nicol. 

And after that the trail goes cold. 

Those who attended the service spoke warmly of an intelligent, fastidious man 
who perhaps struggled with the modern world. 

He studied law but found his vocation as a librarian. Working in Gateshead, his 
attention to detail and meticulous nature was remembered fondly by 
colleagues, a number of whom turned up for the service and who knew him as 
Stuart Nicol. 

Others spoke of his demanding parents, the pressure they placed on him, and 
of a serious breakdown he suffered. 

However he recovered and, to a certain extent, became a different man. 
“Stuart became Alexander,” one explained. 

He was an authoritative figure in Bible class where his knowledge proved 
invaluable as was his attention to detail. 

It was this characteristic and the fact Mr Nicol has never been found that 
continues to confound many about their friend’s disappearance. 

From the Chronicle website, 24.01.15 
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February Item-of-the-Month – UHT Milk 

March Item-of-the-Month – Pasta Sauce 

 

Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed 
to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel 
free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they 
are used to put the food in for the clients, and if you have any unwanted, 
unopened toiletries, they are also welcome. If you would prefer to make a 
financial contribution, you can make cheques payable to Newcastle West End 
Food Bank, or you can transfer money directly to their bank account, or you 
can post your donation to the treasurer’s address. There is an information 
sheet in the folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any 
further details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for your continued 
support!  

 

You may recall being asked to pray for Steve Metcalfe, one of the Food Bank 
project managers, who has been very seriously ill. I saw him recently at the 
Food Bank, and he particularly asked me to pass on his thanks to all who have 
prayed for him. He related a story that one of the MacMillan nurses caring for 
him, not herself a Christian, commented that there was a very peaceful 
atmosphere around his bed. Steve said that many people were praying for him, 
and she agreed that that probably explained it. Please continue to pray for 
Steve, and all the staff and volunteers at the Food Bank. 
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EVANGELISM - Sit next to me 

Sandylands Methodist Church, Cumbria  

Over the course of a day, District Youth Officer, 
Jonny Gios, sat on a sofa outside Sandylands 
Methodist Church in Cumbria and invited passers-
by to sit with him and have a chat. 

Some people stopped for a brief 'hello' while others 
sat down and engaged in long conversations. 
Parking, the Scottish referendum, school, children, 
Jesus, cakes, tea, the local park, lighting and other 

community matters were some of the subjects that came up, as well as 
fundraising events and more personal pastoral concerns. 

At the end of the day, Jonny said: "I've seen and spoken to over 80 
people today. One lass bought me two cream scones from Spar and 
another bought me a bag of crisps! A bit like the raven with Elijah, God 
must have known I was hungry.   

"Lots of people were moved as to why I was doing this, which provoked 
discussions. It was great to see so many drivers pass by and look twice 
at me sitting there. One woman sat for well over an hour talking. At one 
point there was not enough room for me to sit or stand on the sofa as a 
group gathered around, and so I had to venture inside the church. Wow!" 

The Revd Dr Jonathan Pye, superintendent minister of the Kendal 
Circuit, said: "I think this was a great initiative. I am glad that it went so 
well. It certainly demonstrates, in a creative - and obviously effective - 
way, the church's commitment to the community.". 

Email: Jonny Gios jgios@me.com  

Taken from ‘The Buzz’, part of the Methodist Church website  

mailto:jgios@me.com?subject=jgios%40me.com


24 

LEARNING AND CARING - Community Payback helps the Church 

Kensington Methodist Church, Liverpool  

A women's residence in Liverpool has struck 
up a partnership with a local Methodist church. 
Adelaide House provides residential support 
for up to 20 women. The staff work with 
women who are experiencing difficulties with 
the law, drugs, alcohol addiction, mental health 
issues, domestic violence, learning difficulties, 
self-harm and homelessness. 

Once a week around ten women from Adelaide 
House turn up at Kensington Methodist Church 
to do work in the garden as part of their community service orders. 

Deacon Flip den Uil said: "Our garden is a small, safe and secluded 
space, right in a busy part of Liverpool. My main aim is that the church is 
a safe haven for everyone. We work together, have coffee or tea 
together. One of the most important things is that we all sit down in the 
church and have lunch together. The women seem to enjoy this so 
much that they sometimes bring something they have made at home to 
share with the whole group." 

At a recent coffee morning organised by the church, the women were 

invited to show off the garden to church members. Deacon Flip den Uil 

said that the congregation had renewed its interest in the garden, which 

has now become more manageable. "I feel privileged to be working with 

the people of Adelaide House and that I am able to show that 'the 

Church' really cares about everyone," he said.  

Taken from ‘The Buzz’, part of the Methodist Church website 
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EVANGELISM - Tour de France 

Bilton Area Methodist Church, Harrogate  

The first stage of the Tour de France - the 
Grand Départ - finished in Harrogate this 
summer and Bilton Area Methodist Church was 
part of the race. 

Everyone at the church in Skipton Road, 
Harrogate, felt it would not be right to have 
Sunday morning worship on that day because 

they wanted to be celebrating the race with the rest of the community. 

The church distributed over 1,000 free bottles of water to spectators. A 
tag was tied to each bottle advertising a community day at the church 
the week after. 

Matthew Lunn, children and families worker, said: "Doing something 
simple like this helped to be a Christian witness to the local community. 
Bilton Area Methodist demonstrated generosity to the community. More 
than 150 people came to our community day as a result of the 
advertising on our water bottles. This was a free event!" 

The community had a great day with a barbecue, refreshments, football 

and games. Local schools got involved by organising games such as 'tin 

can alley' and lucky dip. Special guests included Andrew Jones MP and 

the Mayor of Harrogate. The event also helped to raise the profile of 

Bilton Area Methodist Church.  

Taken from ‘The Buzz’, part of the Methodist Church website 
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New data: More than 100 people per day with mental health 

problems are having their benefits sanctioned 

New data released today has revealed that benefits claimants judged as 
unfit to work due to mental health problems are more likely to have their 
benefits stopped by sanctions than those suffering from other 
conditions. 

Policy advisers for the Methodist Church obtained the data using 
Freedom of Information Requests to the Department of Work and 
Pensions. It shows that people who receive the sickness and disability 
benefit Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) because of a long-
term mental health problem are being sanctioned at a rate of more than 
100 per day. In March 2014 - the last month for which data is available - 
approximately 4,500 people with mental health problems who receive 
ESA because of mental health problems were sanctioned.   

Paul Morrison, Public Issues Policy Adviser for the Methodist Church, 
said: "We believe that the number of people with mental health problems 
who have their benefit stopped due to being sanctioned is in fact a great 
deal higher than 100 a day. Not included in these figures are people who 
receive ESA due to a physical illness, but who have a higher risk of 
mental health difficulties." 

According to the DWP data, the most common reason for being 
sanctioned is that a person has been late or not turned up for a Work 
Programme appointment. 

"Sanctioning someone with a mental health problem for being late for a 
meeting is like sanctioning someone with a broken leg for limping. The 
fact that this system punishes people for the symptoms of their illness is 
a clear and worrying sign that it is fundamentally flawed," said Mr 
Morrison, who is also the author of an upcoming report on the sanctions 
regime. "Churches have increasingly seen people in desperate need 
because they have been sanctioned. The suffering and injustice we 
have seen caused by the sanctions system deserves serious scrutiny." 

Paul Farmer, CEO of mental health charity Mind, said: "We're very 
concerned about the number of people having their benefits stopped. 



27 

This causes not just financial problems but added emotional distress. It's 
unjustifiable that people with mental health problems are being 
sanctioned disproportionately compared to those who have another 
health problem. 

"Stopping benefits does not help people with mental health problems 
back into work. In fact, it often results in people becoming more anxious 
and unwell and this makes a return to work less likely. Sanctions are 
based on a false assumption that individuals lack motivation and 
willingness to work, but it's the impact of their illness and the 
environment in which they are expected to work which actually present 
the toughest challenges. That's why they should only be used as a last 
resort, when someone simply refuses to engage." 

These figures - and other new data on the sanctions regime - will feature 
in a report that is due to be launched in the spring by a coalition of major 
Churches, including the Methodist Church, the Church of Scotland and 
the Church in Wales. 

The Revd Sally Foster-Fulton, Convener of the Church and Society 

Council of the Church of Scotland, said: "With others in the Scottish 

Leaders' Group on Welfare, we are, sadly, well aware of the negative 

impact of sanctions on vulnerable people, often left with no income and 

no security and no way out of the deeper hole they have fallen through. 

We welcome the publication of the upcoming report. It is important that 

we highlight these facts and begin to counter this troubling trend.  We 

will use the new data in our 28 February conference looking 'Beyond 

Food Banks', for which sanctions are a key trigger."  

Taken from the Methodist Church website. 
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Paris terrorist attack 

The Methodist Church fully supports the statement below, issued by the 
Council of Christians and Jews concerning the Charlie Hebdo terrorist 
attack on 7 January 2015. 

"The Council of Christians and Jews wishes to express its horror at the 
terrorist attack on the offices of the Parisian magazine Charlie Hebdo, 
and joins with those organisations of all faiths which have offered 
deepest sympathy to the families and friends of those murdered. In 
these unstable times, we offer our prayers for all victims of terror 
throughout the world and look with hope to those working for peace and 
justice." 

Taken from the Methodist Church website 

 

Hopeless to help in this violence, this crisis 

A response to the French shootings: 7-9 January 2015 

Hopeless to help in this violence, this crisis, 
here in the focus of bloodshed and fear, 
common humanity binds us together, 
love at the centre, not hatred’s veneer. 

Muslim and Christian with those unbelieving, 
those who are Jewish, we all have a place; 
ours is the purpose when those filled with hatred 
break down relationships, nullify grace. 

Give me your hand, let God’s peace grow between us, 
let us rebuild what distrust might destroy. 
Now in this moment we’ll make a commitment, 
love is the weapon we’ll use and deploy. 

Words: © Andrew Pratt 10 January, 2015 

Metre: 11.10.11.10, Suggested tune: Stewardship StF 727i 

These words were written in immediate response to the “Charlie Hebdo” 
shootings and sieges in Paris, 7-9 January 2015. However, Andrew 
Pratt’s reference to the three Abrahamic faiths (Judaism, Islam and 
Christianity) speaks not only of the violence on this occasion, and its 
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stated cause; it also reminds us of the many countries and violent 
situations in our modern world in which the causes of religion are 
invoked as the inspiration for human actions and policies – often at the expense of 

those with other beliefs. 

Sadly, therefore, there will be other occasions for which Andrew’s words 
are a pertinent response. They also stretch our thinking when we focus 
on Christian ecumenism: how may this help us converse with one voice 
with our sisters and brothers of other faiths? 

“This article is reproduced courtesy of 
www.singingthefaithplus.org.uk, a website of The Methodist 

Church in Britain.” 

the connexion 
             

the connexion is a new print magazine for the 
Methodist people.  

 

The first issue brings you news of people and 
projects in these islands as well as North Korea 
and Sri Lanka, showing how vibrant Methodism 
can be. It has a primary theme of evangelism (the 
'e-word') and ways that Methodists can refocus on 
an area that many find problematic. 

        

The magazine has been produced in response to calls from many 
Methodists for improved communications and more news about what is 
happening across the Connexion. 

 

Two more issues will be published in 2015 - issue two in April and issue 
three in September. 

 

Copies of this magazine are available at Brunswick.  
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Our church and circuit has a close connection with this hospital, having raised 
funds for its work and supported it in other ways. The hospital had to close 
owing to the deaths from Ebola of all the staff, but it has recently reopened. 

This is the most recent information we have from their blog. 

The Nixon Memorial Hospital 

Segbwema, Sierra Leone 

 

Exits & Ebola – from the blog, August 2014  

At the end of the week in which we heard the 
news that the community health officer and 
three nurses from a health centre in a village just 
a few miles away from Segbwema had died from 
contracting the Ebola virus, we decided to give 
up our game of chicken against the onward 
progression of the epidemic of the dangerous 
virus that has now killed over 500 people in West 
Africa, and return to the UK slightly earlier than 
planned.  

Although, in part due to the continued expansion of the outbreak, more 
expertise and support now appears to be getting to where it needs to, in those 
first few weeks when cases were rapidly appearing in our district of Sierra 
Leone, the atmosphere felt very unsettled. In the days before we departed I 
had been alone at the hospital, with limited personal protective equipment 
(gloves and aprons) and my main source of information on new cases and 
deaths was through my friend Victor who owns a small bar in the village.  

While news of the outbreak quite quickly made it onto the headlines of the 
BBC World Service with comments from the World Health Organization and 
Medicine Sans Frontieres, the reality on the ground felt very remote from a 

radio studio. At the time I had a patient (herself a 
healthcare worker) who worryingly had a fever that wasn’t 
resolving despite treatment for malaria and bacterial 
infections. However despite the increased media coverage, 
trying to get advice on how to ensure she was tested for 
haemorrhagic fevers including the Ebola virus was no simple 
task. After several unsuccessful attempts at contacting a 
surveillance officer I then had to personally find a 
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motorcycle rider and pay them to take a 
blood sample to the laboratory in 
Kenema. Several phone calls later I was 
able to establish the sample had been 
tested and was negative. Although 
undeniably our decision to leave was 
one based on self-preservation, and 
there is naturally a feeling of guilt about 
our friends and colleagues we left 
behind, at the time, flying blind against a 
virus with a mortality rate of up to 90%, with just a box of out of date latex 
gloves for protection, is something that instinctively felt like a bad idea.   

 

Since being back in the UK although there have been on-
going difficulties with communities not wishing to engage 
with the health services to prevent further spread of the 
disease (perhaps not unsurprising given that significant 
number of people in rural areas do not trust western 
medicines but rely on traditional healers), when I spoke to 
staff at the hospital a 
few days ago, I was 

relieved to hear that they had now 
received appropriate quantities of 
personal protective equipment and 
training and that all the staff members 
remained safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

Update 20th August 2014: Very sadly over the last month 5 members of 
hospital staff including including 4 nurses have lost their lives as result of the 
Ebola outbreak.  
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 Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
 

Ladies Tuesday Circle: 2nd and 4th Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 
1.45pm)  
(Please note that we will only meet twice a month during February 
and March) 

 

 

  
 
 Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

 

February   
10th

 

24th
 

March 

10th
 

24th
 

Five Miles Around Ryton – Speaker: Jack Telford 

Flowers of South Africa – Speaker: Alan and Pat Porret 

  

In the Footsteps of the Pharaohs – Speaker: Alan Spoors 

Easter Crafts with Jill Foster 

February   
3rd

 The Art of Deception – Speaker: Alan Wilmot 

10th
 

17th
 

24th
 

What’s in a Name? – Speaker: Michael Cullen 

Peru – Speaker: David Wakenshaw 

The Flowering Desert – Speakers: Alan & Pat Porret 

    
March   

3rd
 

10th
 

Brazil: Rio to Salvador – Speakers: Kath and Harry Gilbert 

History and Heritage Nevill Hall – Speaker: Simon Brooks 

     17th
 Alaska – Speaker: Harry Smeatham 

     24th
 

     31st
 

 

Athens, First and Last Democracy – Speaker: Dr Peter Jones 

What the papers say / said? – Speaker: Dr Maurice Milne 
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Worship Leaders – February/March 
 

 

February 10.45am 6.00pm 

1st
 Deacon Liesl Warren Mrs Margaret Harrison 

8th
 Rev Dr Calvin Samuel (Holy Majors Nigel & Kim Gotobed 

15th
 

 

            22nd
 

Rev Eden Fletcher 

  

Rev Neil Cockling 

Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy 
Communion) 

Majors Nigel & Kim Gotobed 
(Café Style Worship) 

      
      

             10.45am 6.00pm 

1st
 Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy Rev Gavin Hume 

8th
 Mrs Chris Carroll Majors Nigel & Kim Gotobed 

15th
 Deacon Liesl Warren Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy 

22nd
 

            29th
 

Rev Kathy Reader 

Rev Eden Fletcher 

Majors Nigel & Kim Gotobed 

Rev Eden Fletcher (Footprints in 
the Sand) 
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Flower Rota – February/March 

 

Prayer Breakfast in the Hall (first Saturday of the 

month) 

 

 

February     
1st

                                    (Gail Nichol)   
8th

 Mrs M Hall (Ann Stothert)   
15th

 Mr & Mrs R Burge (Ann Stothert)   
22nd

 Mr & Mrs W Watson (June Appleyard)   

     
March     

1st
 Miss G Nichol  (Gail Nichol)   

8th
 

15th
 

22nd
 

Mrs J Turner (Ann Stothert) 

Mrs M Oakley (Ann Stothert) 

Miss A Backley (June Appleyard) 

  

      
      

February     
7th

 9.00am – 10.30am   
March     

7th
 9.00am – 10.30am   

April     
4th

 9.00am – 10.30am   
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Young Adults (Global Family) each Thursday at 7.00pm  

D–Church – first Wednesday monthly at 7.00pm 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm   

Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm 

First Saturday monthly – Prayer Breakfast – 9.00am – 10.30am 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month   

First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, 
Eating, Sharing) 6.30pm 

Second Tuesday of the month – singing rehearsal for the Worship Group, 7pm 
for tea and cake, followed by rehearsal. Further details from Richard Warren or 
Ruth Colclough.  

 

Holy Week and Easter 
Maundy Thursday 2nd April at 7pm, service led by Rev Eden Fletcher 

 

Good Friday 3rd April at 10.45am, United Service led by Rev Eden Fletcher and 
Major Nigel Gotobed and followed by Walk of Witness and Service at the 
Monument 

 

Other events in February and beyond 

February 13th – Annual Brunswick Meal at the Vermont Hotel. More details 
from Muriel Green-Steele. 

 

March 14th – The Taizé Community in France. Come and learn more about this 
fabulous place, sing some of the music, and share in Evening Prayer together. At 
Westerhope Methodist Church in the afternoon and early evening, led by Ruth 
Colclough and David Hughes, and organized by the Newcastle Methodist 
District Music Society. 
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Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl  

Warren, Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

Brunswick Methodist Church 

Submissions for the next edition (April - May) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 22nd March 2015.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

