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Sharing a common life in Christ 

Christian Communities, as we know, take many different forms. There are 

communities which have been founded upon a striving after reconciliation and 

peace, like the Corrymeela Community in Northern Ireland or the Taizé 

Community in France. There are communities which are grounded in a form of 

spirituality, like Iona, and then there are those communities which are rooted in 

a monastic tradition or a religious order, like Alnmouth Friary up the coast. 

When I was exploring a call to serve God in full-time ministry, I spent a few days 

with a community on the Wirral, at a retreat house called ‘Red Acre’. This 

community was founded by two women who had originally been members of 

the Wesley Deaconess Order until they heard the call to live in community. 

They were later joined by three younger women who also committed 

themselves to the common life of simplicity, prayer, and hospitality. 

The guest who spends time at ‘Red Acre’ may be recovering from illness or 

breakdown, she may come simply for rest and re-creation or, as I was back in 

1989, he may come seeking to listen to the voice of God and discern His will. 

No guest is charged for their stay but the income for ‘Red Acre’ down the years 

has come from many people who have been impressed by a communal life of 

‘faith working by love.’ 

It was wonderful that, two years after my stay at ‘Red Acre’, I was able to return 

with a group of students from Liverpool University (where I was a Chaplain) to 

help build the foundations of the Sisters’ new community house! 

I have been thinking recently 

about ‘Red Acre’ for two reasons. 

Firstly, because one of their 

founder members, ‘Sister Marie’, 

died earlier this year – so many 

people have been blessed by her 

ministry! The second reason, 

though, is because this small 

community has a name: ‘The 

Sisters of Jesus Way’.  
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Growing authentic Christian community, whether in a retreat house on the 

Wirral or in a city centre church in Newcastle, requires the same thing – we 

need to follow the Jesus way. Jesus gathered disciples together who were 

‘spiritually formed’ as they learnt from his example. However, there were also 

points at which Jesus sent out his disciples to villages and towns so that they 

might proclaim to people that the Kingdom of God was near and demonstrate 

the power of Jesus through their own acts of compassionate healing. 

The Jesus way, then, is to prioritise spending time with our Christian sisters and 

brothers so that we can learn together, eat together, have fun together(!), pray 

together, worship together, offer hospitality together, and so to grow together 

more in the likeness of Christ. Then, to use a ‘Wesley-ism’, we are called to go 

‘not only to those who need you, but to those who need you most.’ Christian 

communities thus have both an inward and an outward focus. 

Ending on a humorous note….when Julie and I got engaged we held a party at 

the manse in Hebburn where I was living at the time. The ‘Sisters of Jesus Way’ 

were spending a few days in Newcastle visiting relatives and so I invited them 

all to join us for the celebration. They arrived early. As family members arrived, 

my brother-in-law came into the living room, looked at the Sisters, put his hand 

over his mouth, turned to me and said: ‘I didn’t realise that this was a fancy-

dress party (the Sisters always wear their ‘habits’)!! 

Let’s follow the ‘Jesus Way’ together, 

Paul 
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Our Growth Plan…12 months on 

What kind of future can we look forward to for our church? Where do we hope 

to be in five years’ time and what kind of vision will help us to get there? 

Where will God be in all our 200th anniversary planning and in our celebrations 

when 2021 arrives? 

Just some of the questions which we have heard being expressed over recent 

months and which provide the backdrop to the wider Methodist call that all 

local churches should have a growth plan which they review and revise every 

year. 

So, how have we done in terms of our own growth plan which we agreed a year 

ago? Here are those areas which were highlighted at our recent Annual Church 

meeting: 

• 10-15 new friends have joined our church in the past year either at times 

of worship or at our midweek small groups for bible study and fellowship. 

We warmly welcome these new folk and encourage them in using their 

gifts alongside us. 

 

• 25-30 friends have formed a new worshipping community which meets on 

a Sunday at 9.15am (this includes four families). Church Council has agreed 

that we should change our monthly morning worship pattern to allow 

‘Breakfast Church’ to meet on the first Sunday each month (when our 

Salvationist friends have all-age worship) allowing use of room 1, a larger 

space for a growing group! This means that morning communions will now 

be held on the 2nd Sunday. 

 

• We heard from Sam how our Student & Young Adult group is thriving. The 

group, which is searching for a new name, has met together to catch a 

fresh vision for their future and we heard the fruits of this at our meeting. 

Please encourage them over this exciting time of growth and discovery! 

 

• We have established the need for, and have now purchased, a 24-hour 

defibrillator which will be sited outside the front of our church and so will 



5 

be accessible to those who share the city centre with us. 

 

• We have developed the music side to our worship through the gift and 

use of a new piano from Newcastle University, work carried out in 

refurbishing our organ, and in launching a new music Group. We are 

grateful too for the contribution made by our singing group over the past 

few years. 

 

I hope the above will give us cause for encouragement. We also have a new Lay 

Worker as a direct result of our growth plan and are grateful for the ministry 

which Rob has already helped us to develop. We appreciate too the outreach 

work of Chris and all the commitment of our staff, office holders and volunteers 

– thank you!  

Do you have any further stories of growth to share? If so, please share them in 

our next magazine or speak with one of the ministry team. Thank you!  Paul 

Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement in which Christians pray that 
people would come to know Jesus. Taking place between Ascension and 
Pentecost, Thy Kingdom Come this year falls between 30 May - 9 June 2019. 

During Thy Kingdom Come:- 

People commit to pray with God's world-wide family - as a church, individually 
or as a family. 

Churches will hold prayer events, such as 24-7 prayer, prayer stations and 
prayer walks, across the UK and in other parts of the world. 

People will be transformed through prayer by the Holy Spirit, finding new 
confidence to be witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

The invitation is simply for people to pray in whatever way they want, with 
whoever they want and wherever they can, that others might know Jesus 
Christ. 

To take part, ‘pledge to pray’ on the Thy Kingdom Come website.  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/ 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/


6 

Faith in the City  

An opportunity to gather in the middle of the working week for a short sacred 

space. If you would like to know any more information, contact Rob.  
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Brunswick Church 200th Anniversary 

 

It was in February 1821 that our church was opened and it has remained a 

beacon of light and hope in the city centre of Newcastle upon Tyne ever since. 

Since early 2017 a small planning group of the church have met to ascertain the 

views of the congregation and what might be possible to recognise and 

acknowledge this landmark event. Plans are in place, to commence in 

September 2020 and run through to July 2021, to issue an invitation to those 

who have had some connection down through the years with Brunswick to take 

a pulpit preaching appointment. One appointment each month will take place 

commencing with our District Chairman Rev Stephen J Lindridge. Other 

preachers who have accepted invitations to come include inter alia Rev Malcom 

Hickox, Deacon Eunice Attwood, The Right Hon Lord Beith, Rev Terry Hurst, 

Major Nigel Gotobed, Rev Glyn Lister and the Rev Ann Shepherson.   

 

Other tentative plans in place include a Christmas Tree Festival (Dec 2020), a 

drama/music event (April 2021), a Community Day, and a Flower Festival (June 

2021). We must ensure that our enthusiasm doesn’t exceed our energy! We are 

very conscious of what we hope will be a great time of fellowship and outreach 

as we look to the future place of Brunswick in our city centre. 

 

Howard Chapman 

(Planning Group Co-ordinator) 
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“Do not let your hearts be troubled…”  

We know the context of these words of Jesus, 

don’t we? The reassurance given to his close 

friends as they prepare for an uncertain future. 

In our city centre context where might we hear 

similar words being heard? Well, perhaps by 

those who enter ‘Listening Post’ (LP) each week 

and who receive a warm welcome by the 

sixteen volunteers who offer their time and 

skills to create a safe space in which to meet people on a one-to-one basis. 

 

LP, as we hopefully will know, offers a therapeutic and confidential listening 

service which, from June, will be open on a Monday, Wednesday, Friday & 

Saturday, between 12-3pm. As you will see above, it also has a new logo! 

Two important meetings have been held recently following which we can now 

say that ‘Listening Post’ has been put on a firm footing for going forward. Its 

oversight will now be carried out by a new Management group which will be 

chaired by their Volunteer Coordinator (Sheila Crodden) and will include those 

who are responsible for publicity, recruitment, safeguarding, support and 

training. Our church will have a presence on this group and so will be able to 

help LP to be accountable, ultimately to our Church Council. 

 

We have also recognised that there is a crossover between the work of listeners 

within LP and those of us who exercise a pastoral presence within our wider 

church as we welcome callers daily. So, it is our hope, when appropriate, that 

we can signpost more of our callers into LP where they will be greeted by 

listeners who seek to value and affirm every individual. To this end training will 

be made available to all those who wish to be better able to understand and 

respond to the complex needs which those in our city do often present. If you 

wish to access this (free!) training, then please have a word with either Sheila, 

Paul or Chris.  

Thank you! 

Paul, Sheila & Helle 
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A Prayer for World Refugee Day 20th June 2019  
 
Father God,  
 
We lift to you every man, woman and child who has fled for their lives due to 
war, violence and persecution. May you bring your comfort and help them to 
find a safe haven. Abba Father may you be their refuge. Thank you Lord, in Your 
Word it says: “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble” (Psalm 46:1).’  
 
Lord Jesus our healer, we pray that you bring healing for the traumas and 
suffering refugees have experienced. Thank Lord Jesus, in Scripture it says: “And 
by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).  
 
Abba Father, we lift to you the precious refugee children who have become 
separated from their parents and family. Father God, please keep them safe and 
protect them from any kind of abuse. Help the children to be quickly reunited 
with their parents and family. Lord Jesus, heal your children and provide for 
them. Let them know your peace and everlasting love. Thank you Lord God, in 
Your Word it says:  
“He will take pity on the weak and needy and save the needy from death. He 
will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his 
sight” (Psalm 72:13-14).  
 
Almighty God, we earnestly pray for an end to all wars, poverty and torture that 
causes people to leave their homes and become refugees and forcibly 
displaced. We ask you to: “make wars to cease from the ends of the 
earth” (Psalm 46:9), so children and families can once again enjoy safety and 
live life in all its fullness.  
 
Lord Jesus, we pray you give each of us your compassion and show us how we 
can personally and collectively respond to the needs of refugees in our local 
communities, our nation and around the world.  
 
Lord God, we lift to you our local government leaders, government leaders, 
officials of the European institutions and the United Nations; that you may give 
them your insight and wisdom to ensure an effective response to the refugee 
crisis and to solve the underlying causes of conflict and to build peace.  
 
We pray in the name of the Prince of Peace, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Dates for your diary 

 
17-23 June: Refugee Week. Seven Simple Acts for you and your church to do 

which will be a blessing to refugees. Find out more on the website: http://

refugeeweek.org.uk/simple-acts/. 

Wednesday 26th June: The Time is Now. This Mass Lobby for Climate Action 

shows that Christians care about our planet and calls our Government to take 

action. https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/thetimeisnow. 

Sunday 7th July: Tax Justice Sunday. Find out more about how you can support 

Church Action for Tax Justice and discover resources including new publication 

'Tax for the Common Good' http://www.catj.org.uk/. 

Saturday 7th March 2020: JPIT Conference. Please join us! Further details 

soon. http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/ 

Bible Month - June 

Once again we are taking part in Bible Month - this year our focus is on 

Colossians. I hope that you will join us for one of the Bible studies over 

the month - it would be great if we can have a few more folks 

interested and taking part. If you want any further information talk to 

Rob or Paul.  

30 Days In Colossians. During the month of June we will be exploring 

the book of Colossians and everyone is invited to join us at any (or all) 

of the small groups that are looking at this.  

The groups are:  

• Young Adults, Tuesdays 6.30pm  - 7.30pm, or 

• Wednesday afternoons 2.00pm - 3.00pm in the church, or  

• Thursday evenings 6.30pm - 7.30pm at  Shieldfield Art Works 

(formerly The Holy Biscuit - NE2 1YH) 

http://refugeeweek.org.uk/simple-acts/
http://refugeeweek.org.uk/simple-acts/
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/thetimeisnow
http://www.catj.org.uk/
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
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‘Everyone always asks us for the recipe for some of the dishes we cook at 

Foodbank. We have great plans to produce an all singing, all dancing, foodbank 

cookery book later in the year. Until then our lovely friends at Newcastle 

University Oral Histories department aided by Sylvie Fisch from Northern 

Cultural Projects have produced a wonderful booklet. Pop along to the Grainger 

Market, make a donation and bag yourself a copy’ (taken from the food bank 

facebook page) 

 

 

 

 

 

June Item-of-the-Month – Rice 

May Item-of-the-Month – Tinned Meat (not pork) 

 

Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed 

to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel 

free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they 

are used to put the food in for the clients. If you would prefer to make a 

financial contribution, you can make cheques payable to Newcastle West End 

Food Bank, or you can transfer money directly to their bank account, or you 

can post your donation to the treasurer’s address. There is an information 

sheet in the folder attached to our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any 

further details, please speak to Ruth, and thank you for your continued 

support!  



13 

Church News 

 

Action for Children  
 
This is a very special year for Action for Children as it is 150 years since Revd Dr 
Thomas Bowman Stephenson (born in Newcastle in 1839 and baptized in 1840 
here in Brunswick Church), with two Methodist friends, renovated a disused 
stable in Church Street, Waterloo making a home for young boys living on the 
streets of London. The first two boys were admitted to the Children’s Home on 
9th July 1869 and within three years girls were also admitted and the Home 
moved to larger premises. By 1908 the charity had grown to become The 
National Children’s Home and Orphanage later known as NCH. 
 
We celebrate this special 150th Anniversary here at Brunswick on Sunday 14th 
July at 10.45am when a representative from Action for Children will join us in 
our morning worship. 
 
Thank you all once again for your continued and generous support. 
 
Nancy Chapman 
 
NB On the BBC website there is a very interesting article about the history of 
Action for Children (National Children’s Home) over the last 150 years: ‘Search 
for descendants of first children in care 150 years on’ by Hannah Richardson. 
This article has not been reproduced in the magazine because of copyright, but 
the link is here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47737097 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-47737097
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Volunteer for 3Generate 3Generate are looking for volunteers to help 

run the event in 2019. All volunteers will need to apply and are subject to 

comprehensive safer recruitment procedures. For more information please 

email 3genvols@methodistchurch.org.uk for an information pack. 

https://methodist-news.org.uk/BVI-684LQ-3N578Y-3JU1CC-1/c.aspx
mailto:3genvols@methodistchurch.org.uk
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Volunteer opportunity 
with the CONNECT 

programme 

An exciting opportunity to be involved in a new project and provide 

support to survivors of human trafficking and modern slavery. 

Centuries after slavery was officially abolished, thousands of people are 

still being exploited and sold as slaves across the UK. The demand for 

cheap goods, cheap labour and cheap sex has created a breeding 

ground for human trafficking and modern slavery, with people being 

forced into a life they did not choose.  

 

The Salvation Army has a global commitment to combat human 

trafficking and provides specialist support for adult victims of modern 

slavery in England and Wales.  

 

Here in Newcastle the Salvation Army are establishing CONNECT, a 

new support service for survivors of human trafficking and/or modern 

slavery who have transitioned out of crisis and are moving towards 

rebuilding their lives and settling into our city. However we cannot do 

this without the help of dedicated and passionate volunteers and this is 

where we are appealing to you.   

 

We are looking for volunteers to provide weekly, day-time support in a 

group setting in Newcastle city-centre. This role offers a great 

opportunity to make a valuable contribution to the lives of survivors as 

they make their journey to recovery and independence. All volunteers 

will receive specialised, ongoing training and regular support from The 

Community Hub team. 

 

If you would like to know more about this opportunity or have any 

questions, please contact Rosie Hogg (Local Programme Coordinator) 

rosie.hogg@salvationarmy.org.uk or visit the Salvation Army’s 

volunteering page: https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/volunteering  

mailto:rosie.hogg@salvationarmy.org.uk
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/volunteering
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:  

Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon  

June 4 Indian Pacific  Speaker: Andrew Everett  

 11 1066 and All That Speaker: Prof John Derry  

 18 A Voyage Round My Whale  Speaker: Prof Richard Madeley 

 25 A Walk Back Through Time  Speaker: Susan Lynn  

July 2 Binchester Revisited  Speaker: Gordon Henderson  

 9 Annual General Meeting   

  9.15 am or 10.45 am 6.00 pm 

June 2 Breakfast Church with Rob Wylie  

(9.15am) followed by morning worship. 

Rev Glynn Lister  

 9 Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

Holy Communion 

Major Gotobed  

 16 Rev Alison Wilkinson Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe  

Holy Communion 

 23 Kathy Reader Major Gotobed 

Café-Style Worship 

 30 David Stabler Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe 

July 7 Breakfast Church with Rob Wylie (9.15 
am) followed by Morning Worship with 
Rev Paul Cleever–Thorpe 

Rev H Stutely 

Holy Communion 

 14 Chris Carroll Major Gotobed 

 21 Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe Mr Michael Ball 

 28 Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe  

and Rob Wylie  

Major Gotobed 

Café Style Worship  

Worship Leaders – June/July  
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Student and Young Adults Bible Study – Tuesdays at 6.30pm 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm 

Bible Study – First and Third Wednesday monthly at 2.00pm (see details of 
Bible Month) 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon 

The ‘Gathering’ – 3rd Tuesday Monthly at 1.30pm 

‘Faith in the City’ - our midweek time of Worship, reflection and prayer, every 
Wednesday at 12.30pm. All are welcome! 

 

Other events in June and beyond  
 

2nd June, Environment Sunday, www.arocha.org.uk 

 

9th June, Summer Songs of Praise at 6pm. Led by The Salvation Army Band. All 
Welcome! 

 

15th June, Afternoon Tea, 2.45pm - 4.15pm, in the foyer. Please give names to 
Joy Sutton or the Church Office by 12th June for catering purposes.  

Proceeds from this event will be split between the Salvation Army children’s 
work and their building fund. All welcome! 

 

17–23 June, Refugee Week, www.refugeeweek.org.uk 

 

23rd June, Autism, Faith and Me at 6pm with guest speaker Major Ann 
Montgomery. Everyone Welcome. 

 

26th June, International day in Support of Victims of Torture, https://
www.fiacat.org/en/our-actions/the-network-campaigns/night-vigil 

 

23rd August, UNESCO International Day for Remembrance of the Slave Trade 
and its Abolition, https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1874 

 

Saturday 6th June, 2020 – A Church Away Day to Shepherd’s Dene led by Rev. 
Paul Dunstan, Superintendent of the Tynedale Circuit. Please book this date in 
your diary! For all ages. 

http://www.arocha.org.uk
http://www.refugeeweek.org.uk
https://www.fiacat.org/en/our-actions/the-network-campaigns/night-vigil
https://www.fiacat.org/en/our-actions/the-network-campaigns/night-vigil
https://whc.unesco.org/en/news/1874
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Brunswick Methodist Church 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mrs Chris Carroll 

and Mr Rob Wylie 

Submissions for the next edition (Aug - Sep) are welcomed  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 21st July 2019 

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes 

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions 

 
All photographs used with permission 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

