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Dear Friends 

 

May I extend a very happy Easter to you all wherever you are 
reading this. I pray that you may know the resurrection power of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at work in your life, church and community. 

 

It is good to celebrate Easter after having spent the last few 
weeks of Lent walking the road with Christ, enjoying the 
triumphant acclamation of Palm Sunday but then having to 
endure the gathering darkness as the shout of the crowd turns 
from ‘Hosanna’ to ‘crucify, crucify’. It is hard to keep following 
when Jesus is arrested, unjustly tried, beaten and crucified. We 
don’t like suffering in life - it is costly, painful, but unless we suffer 
and die to our old life we cannot share in the glorious resurrection 
of Jesus to the new. 

 

What does resurrection mean for you in your life? What have you 
died to that you may rise again in the power of the resurrection? 
What does the church need to die to that it too may rise renewed 
in life, mission and ministry? 

  

It was the women who first glimpsed the resurrected Lord on 
Easter Day and who ran full of joy to find the disciples and to tell 
them - they could not keep the news to themselves. May we be so 
full of the knowledge of the power of the resurrection of Jesus 
that we too want to be bearers of this good news and tell all 
whom we meet. 

 

May God bless you this Easter time.  

     Eden 



3 

As you know, Eden is leaving Newcastle this summer, and his 

final service will be at Brunswick on the morning of Sunday 

9
th

 August 2015. On the previous evening there will be a 

Brunswick Farewell event at 6pm in the worship area, 

Dates for your diary!  

Global Family 

This term we have gathered 
together as students and 
young adults each week for 
fellowship together.  

We’ve shared fun together 
with games nights, film 
nights, Bible exploration 
nights, British night with 
roast chicken and Yorkshire 
puddings, Chinese New Year 
with potluck bring and share Asian food and we celebrated 
Shrove Tuesday with far too many pancakes.  We’ve also met 
together for food and conversation and have welcomed visiting 
speakers to challenge and inspire us. Recently Jonathan Shaw 
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from Christian Aid came to talk to us about gender equality and 
poverty and challenged us to make small changes that make a 
big difference globally.  

 

Young Adults 

As young adults we’ve been 
meeting together to think and 
reflect together throughout Lent. 
Sam and Clare have been leading 
our Lent small group and we’ve 
had some fantastic conversations 
around the theme of blessing.  

Some of our young adults continue 
to be inspired by the great 
teaching on the Ignite course at Jesmond. Recently we have 
been thinking about calling and gifting and we are all growing 
and developing in faith with our other course members.  

 

Please pray for our students and young adults next term. Many 
of them are studying for exams, writing dissertations, looking 
forward to graduation, going home or starting new courses and 
jobs. We’re also looking forward to two weddings and a new 
baby in the summer. Pray for peace, joy and guidance from God 
as they venture into a new term with many new opportunities.  

 

Jill Foster 
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RESURRECTION 

The wonderful climax of Easter for Christians is the celebration of the risen 
Christ. This is for us the hope and the promise that death is not the end. It is 
the assurance that God is with us through His spirit, and that the work Christ 
began on earth over two thousand years ago continues through those who 
believe and trust in him. But what does this mean in the reality of our daily 
lives? How do we begin to explain or even to understand 'resurrection life'? 

There are many aspects and many possible answers to this question. I believe 
there is an answer for each and every one of us - unique to who we are and to 
the circumstances of our lives; and I believe that, as we turn to God, surrender 
ourselves to Him and pray through our doubts, fears and concerns, He will 
show us what 'resurrection life' looks and feels like for us. 

In her book, This Risen Existence, Paula Gooder recalls a conversation she had 
with her young daughter. For me, this expresses beautifully God's will and 
desire for us all to experience 'resurrection life'. 

"Not long ago one of my daughters asked ......'How does Jesus make us real?' 

Then as my husband and I reached for an answer she continued, 'Does he draw 

us first and then colour us in?' This, to me, is a wonderful description of the 

resurrection life. First Jesus draws us, both in the sense of drawing us to him 

but also in the sense of re-creating and re-figuring us anew into a Christ-like 

existence; he then proceeds to colour us in. There we become more and more 

Christ-like, increasingly shaped by him until, in our resurrection bodies, the 

whole of our being is infused with the things of the Spirit and Christ's 

resurrected life becomes not just a part, but the whole of who we are......We 

become people who bear resurrection with us wherever we go." 

Paula Gooder, This Risen Existence, (London: Canterbury Press, 2009). 

My prayer is for the resurrection to be 'real' for us and for the world in which 
we live; for Easter to be not only a celebration at the end of Lent but also a re-
claiming of the 'risen existence' to which we are called, and which holds the 
power to transform the world. 

Chris Carroll 
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Easter Offering Service 
Kanja is a 30 year old woman living with HIV in Kenya. 
She lives in one room with her HIV-positive husband, a 
peasant farmer. They have two daughters, a four-year old 
(also HIV-positive) and a ten-month-old. 

 

Following routine testing, Kanja was found to have 
cervical cancer and was scheduled for a hysterectomy. 
Despite including insurance covering most of her costs, 
Kanja still had to pay an additional £110 for the operation 
– a sum of money she and her husband could only dream 
of.  

 

Thankfully, money donated in Britain covered the shortfall.  

 

“We need to keep Kanja alive, as a person and child of 
God in her own right, but also as a mother who needs to 
care for her two young children – one with HIV and one 
who, we hope, will have a future without HIV through 
preventative treatment,” said Dr Claire Smithson, a 
mission partner working as an HIV/Aids doctor at the 
Maua Methodist hospital in Kenya. “We need mothers like 
Kanja to stay healthy, bring up their children and reduce 
the numbers of orphans in countries like Kenya.”  

 

The 2015 Easter Offering dedication service draws 
inspiration from the prophetic vision of the Tree of Life 
that produces leaves for healing (Revelation 22:2). All of 
the funds raised in the service offerings will go towards 
the work of the Church’s World Mission Fund, to support 
work with people like Kanja all over the world.  
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How God is 
 

Old girl shuffles to buy a pie 

The men who taunt her are not shy 

“You bag of rags!” their parrot cry – 

I do not believe God is like those men. 

 

“I hate you!” the young girl screams, 

As her boyfriend ruins her dream, 

Mrs Smith says, “What a scene!” 

I do not believe that God despises a broken heart. 

 

“Help me!” begs the broken man 

As he waves at the crucifix with his can 

“You are in the wrong place,” says Father Bland 

I do not believe that God despises the broken man. 

 

“Steal that!” shouts the bully boy, 

The timid girl is just his toy, 

She nods assent and looks so coy, 

I do not believe that God is a bully. 

 

Arms stretched on a cross to die 

“I love you, people!” was the Saviour’s cry – 

His good news gospel is for all to try – 

This is how I think God is. 

 

Susan Lumley, Reproduced with permission 

Submitted by Miriam Medd 
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The Power of Prayer 

Nobody knows what a prayer can do – when somebody, somewhere, prays for you. 
Burdens are lifted and doors unbarred. Nothing seems quite so bad or hard. 

Nobody knows how God intervenes – working His wonder behind the scenes, turning 
the evil away from us, in a way most marvellous. 

Clearing a path through the tangled track. Easing the strain on the breaking back. 
When hope fades away and is lost to view – Nobody knows what a prayer will do. 

 

In the public domain 

Submitted by Betty Watson 

Deacon Liesl Warren’s Ordination Service is on Sunday 28th June at 6.30pm 
in Blackburn Cathedral. We are currently investigating the cost of a coach 
from Brunswick at around 10.00am returning late in the evening. (Further 
itinerary details to be confirmed at a later date.) The approximate cost for 
this will be £15 per person (depending on numbers). If anyone is interested 
in attending please let the Church Office know by 15th April so that the 
coach can be booked. Thank you 

ORDINATION TRIP 

People, Places, Possibilities… at Brunswick on 23rd May  

From 16 May to 25 July there will be a series of roadshows across the country, 
aimed at local churches with an interest in the relationship between mission, 
community and buildings. The roadshows are designed to enable people to 
think creatively about using property to further mission within their local 
churches. 

 

On Saturday 23rd May from 10am to 4.30pm the roadshow will be at Brunswick. 
Tickets are free – reserve your place on the Methodist Church website or in the 
Church Office. 
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‘Thanks for all the help 

you give to old men like 

me’ 
This message was left anonymously written 

on a napkin in the coffee shop 

April Item-of-the-Month – some chocolate for Easter 

or anything in a tin! 

May Item-of-the-Month – Coffee or Tea 

Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not 
allowed to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a 
challenge! Also, please feel free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags 
beside the food bank box - they are used to put the food in for the clients, 
and if you have any unwanted, unopened toiletries, they are also welcome. If 
you would prefer to make a financial contribution, you can make cheques 
payable to Newcastle West End Food Bank, or you can transfer money 
directly to their bank account, or you can post your donation to the 
treasurer’s address. There is an information sheet in the folder attached to 
our Food Bank box in the worship area. For any further details, please speak 
to Ruth, and thank you for your continued support!  
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My being asked to comment on Footprints in the Sand might 

seem odd. It is. But I was asked to share the experience. From 

late 2014 to Palm Sunday a group have worked on a 'journey to 

the cross', brought to the attention of the circuit by the 

Salvationists. It has been salutary to share ideas and see two 

distinct strands develop; re-arranged music so impressively 

achieved, a re-developed narrative element that seems to have 

met with approval and an over-arching spread of light and 

sound. I was delighted to be asked to join this group and 

contribute to the 'localisation' of the Passion Story.  Musicians, 

singers, performers, wordsmiths, technicians and the ever-

present willing hands have contributed to what I felt was a 

suitable introduction to Holy Week. To have that witnessed by a 

congregation of over one hundred and twenty would surely 

please all involved. Thank you. 

Peter Aughton 

Footprints in the Sand – a musical presentation performed at 

Brunswick on Palm Sunday  
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Churches launch major credit union 
 
Earlier this month Church leaders united to promote access to responsible 
credit and savings with the launch of the Churches Mutual Credit Union 
(CMCU). The Archbishop of Canterbury joined the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland and the President of the Methodist 
Conference in London, to celebrate their Churches' collaboration in forming 
the flagship credit union. 

 
The President of the Conference Ken Howcroft said, "Methodists are glad to 
support the launch of CMCU. The gap between rich and poor seems to be 
widening and leaving people without the resources to do new things, or even 
pushing them into crippling debt. 
 
"When we recognise our interdependence we can share our resources to help 
each of us meet our needs. That is how we can all live life more fully. We wish 
the CMCU well." 
 
The CMCU, which also includes the Scottish Episcopal Church, and the Church 
in Wales, will offer a range of savings and loan products. Fairness will be at the 
heart of the CMCU's values.  Initially members will be able to invest in the 
'Founder Member's Bond' with ordinary savers accounts and loans becoming 
available in March. In due course CMCU will offer ISA savings accounts. 
 
Further details from the Methodist Church website, or phone 020 7486 5502.  

 

BRUNSWICK NEWS 2015  

Issue Deadline for 

submissions 

Theme Publication 

Date 

June/July 24.05.15   07.06.15 

Aug/Sep  19.07.15  New Connexional 

Year  

02.08.15  

Oct/Nov 20.09.15  04.10.15 
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Christians Against Poverty at Brunswick 

On Saturday 25th April members of Christians Against Poverty 

(North East - CAPNE) will be at Brunswick and at the Monument 

chatting to people about The Good Society. Tony Woods, of 

CAPNE, and a Methodist, will be in the Brunswick Coffee Shop 

area from 11am to 2pm, and a workshop will be held in Room 6 

at 2pm. 

What is The Good Society? ‘A Good Society emerges as a place 

that re-builds the spirit by offering hope. It integrates different 

generations and faiths, and models healthy ways of living and 

being.’ Churches Together in Britain and Ireland have put 

together a discussion resource: ‘2020 Vision of the Good 

Society’. This covers five key areas: wealth and inequality, home, 

children and young people, livelihoods, and the environment and 

climate. CTBI believes that these five represent areas where they 

feel the churches have something particular to contribute right 

now. 

CAPNE and CTBI wish to encourage us all to think seriously about 

our own vision of a Good Society with particular reference to the 

forthcoming general election and how we can challenge our 

parliamentary candidates on their vision of a Good Society. 

For more information visit Tony at Brunswick on 25th April or talk 

to CAPNE members at the Monument, or visit http://

agoodsociety.org/. 

http://agoodsociety.org/
http://agoodsociety.org/
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Tickets are now on 
sale for the first ever 
Mental Health Matters 
Conference organised 
by the Methodist 
Church. 

 

The Conference will 
provide training, 
support and advice to 
children, youth 
workers, ministers, lay 
employees and 
anyone else who 
wishes to learn more 
about mental health 
issues affecting 
members of their 
congregation. It will take place over the weekend of 5-7 
June at Cliff College in Derbyshire.  

 

This year's theme will be 'Equipping Churches to 
Respond' and will include keynote speeches and 
workshops covering mental health issues experienced by 
children and young people, adults and the elderly. 

 

For more details, see the Methodist Church website or 
ask in the Church Office. 
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Methodist Women In Britain Spring Retreat 

It is so difficult to put into words the treasure that is Minsteracres. Five 

teaching sessions led so beautifully by Eden, friendship and companionship 

with a deeply spiritual group of people, diverse morning and evening prayers, 

plenty of Singing the Faith, a warm welcome from the community, basic but 

tasty and plentiful food in the warm dining hall and fun and laughter at 

President’s Hour. The weekend climaxed with the communion service, led by 

Eden, with input from all there and, though seemingly chaotic in preparation, 

was ultimately profound. 

I encourage any lady to come and share the experience at the Autumn Retreat 

from 6th to 8th October to be led by the Rev Kathy Reader. 

Margaret Aughton 

MWIB Retreat Secretary 

Faith and Politics 

Through JPIT (the Joint Public Issues Team) the Methodist Church has 
produced Faith in Politics, a free downloadable guide to 16 issues 
central to political debate, including the economy, immigration and 
asylum, human trafficking and the environment. This briefing contains 
one page summaries of each issue and questions for MPs or personal 
reflection. To obtain a copy, go to the JPIT website or ask in the church 
office. 

e-Brunswick News   

Electronic copies of Brunswick News are available for 

download online from the following website: 

http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/ 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries:  

Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm)  

Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon  

 

April  

7th No Meeting  

14th Stars, Stripes and a Maple Leaf: Speaker - Peter Aughton 

21st Knit & Natter  

28th  Rev Eden Fletcher  

May  

5th Musical Afternoon – bring in your favourite CD  

12th Chris Carroll  

19th Knit & Natter  

26th Travel in Ethiopia: Speaker – David Burgess  

April  

7th Remembering Woodbine Willie – Speaker: Ms Wendy Stafford  

14th  Bridging the Gap the Armstrong Way – Speaker: Andrew Sayer  

21st Britain’s Forgotten War – Speaker: Norman Dodds  

28th Northumbria in Sound and Vision – Speaker: Alex Crawley  

May  

5th Travel by Camera – Speaker: Jan Clements  

12th British India Company – Speaker: George Johnson  

19th War and Peace – Speaker: Michael Matthews  

26th The Land Where the Grey Goose Flies – Speaker: John Patterson  
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April 10.45 am 6.00pm 

5th Rev Eden Fletcher  

(Holy Communion)  

Mr Peter Waugh  

12th Ms E J Phillips  

 

Cadets Hattie & Ian Arthur  

19th Rev Glynn Lister  Rev Martyn Skinner  

(Holy Communion)  

26th Rev Eden Fletcher  Major Gotobed  

(Café Style Worship) 

May   

3rd Rev Eden Fletcher  

(Holy Communion)  

Rev Eden Fletcher  

10th Mr David Stabler  Major Gotobed  

 

17th Deacon Liesl 

Warren  

Rev Eden Fletcher  

(Holy Communion)  

24th Rev Terry Hurst TBC  

 

31st Rev Eden Fletcher  Rev Eden Fletcher  



18 

Young Adults (Global Family) each Thursday at 7.00pm  

D–Church – first Wednesday monthly at 7.00pm 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm  

Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm 

First Saturday monthly – PrayerBreakfast – 9.00am – 10.30am 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month  

First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, 
Eating, Sharing) 6.30pm 

 

Other events in May and beyond 

The Inaugural Orphan House Lecture – Thursday 21st May at 7pm. Speaker Rev 
Terry Hurst ‘What’s in a name? The Rise and Rise of the Wesleyan Methodists 
1742-1821’. Followed by light refreshments in the foyer. 

Brunswick Church AGM – Sunday 31st May after morning worship. A light lunch 
will be served. An invitation is extended to all who regard Brunswick as their 
Church, and who share in its life, to attend this meeting. 

Liesl’s Ordination – Sunday 28th June at 6.30pm in Blackburn Cathedral (see 
notice on page 7 in the magazine). 

Rev Canon Leo Osborn’s farewell service – Sunday 19th July at 4pm at St 

Nicholas Cathedral 

Eden’s final weekend at Brunswick – August 8th and 9th (see notice on page 3 in 
the magazine). 

Rev Stephen Lindridge’s welcome service as the new Chair of the Newcastle 

District – Friday 21st August (venue and time tbc) 

Welcome Service for Rev Peter Holwell, Rev Michael Holland and Deacon Gail 

Morgan – Sunday 6th Sept 6pm at Brunswick, led by Rev Stephen Lindridge 
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Footprints in the Sand – a musical presentation performed at 

Brunswick on Palm Sunday  

A huge thank you… 

to all who made ‘Footprints in the Sand’ such a huge success on Palm Sunday evening. It 

was a truly inspirational evening of music, song and drama of the highest quality  

supported by an amazing crew of technicians who managed the sound and lighting so 

professionally.  

We are so grateful to David Stabler and Philip Mountain who were instrumental in  

suggesting the piece and adapting it and then advertising the whole event and to Peter 

Aughton and Dennis Barkwill who ‘Geordie-ised’ the script.  

To each and every member, thank you so much for leading us in a splendid, inspirational 

act of worship for Palm Sunday which helped all who were present to prepare  

appropriately for Holy Week.                                                        Rev Eden Fletcher 
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Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl  

Warren, Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

Brunswick Methodist Church 

Submissions for the next edition (June - July) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 24th May 2015.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

Front cover picture: Easter Cross at Brunswick. Photograph used with 
permission. 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

