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Dear Friends, 
 
I was privileged recently to attend a private tour of the newly opened 
Lindisfarne Gospels exhibition at Durham Cathedral and hear an 
accompanying lecture by the world’s foremost scholar on the Gospels. 
The exhibition is extraordinary and an absolute must see for all who love 
the culture and history of the North East, for the Gospels tell a story not 
just of Christianity, but of how the ancient kingdoms of Bernicia and Deira 
were unified to create Northumbria and the effects of the constant attacks 
by the Viking invaders.  
                    
The Lindisfarne Gospels are an illuminated 
manuscript Gospel book created around 700AD on 
the holy island of Lindisfarne and thought to have 
been written by Eadfrith, a monk who later became 
the Bishop of Lindisfarne. The works were written to 
honour St Cuthbert. During the Viking raids the 
monks travelled widely with the body of St Cuthbert 
and the Gospels and, whilst in Chester-le-Street, 
Aldred, the Provost, translated the works from Latin 
into Ancient English by writing between the lines of 
the Gospel. The Lindisfarne Gospels are therefore 
the oldest extant translation of the Gospels into the 
English language. There are over one hundred items 
in the exhibition, the largest collection of works associated with the 
Gospels ever to be brought together and it is unlikely that we shall see 
them together again in our life time or in the North East. 

 
Walking through the exhibition it is impossible not to 
gain a great sense of the extraordinary history and 
Christian heritage of the North East of England and 
of its resilience through constant upheavals and 
troubles, invasions and battles. Throughout these 
days the Gospels remind us that Christianity has 
from the earliest times played a significant role in 
region. The remains of a Christian church at 

Vindolanda, dating from the first century, pinpoints the arrival of 
Christianity to the region and, despite Christianity waning somewhat after 
the Romans retreated, it was the Christian King Oswald ascending the 
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throne in 634 who invited Aidan to come and help him Christianize once 
again his people and the region. 
 
These ancient sites and beautifully and lovingly crafted manuscripts 
remind us of the importance of the faith that we cherish and the 
significance Christian faith has played in this region and our nation. 
Perhaps we lament the demise once again of Christian faith and its 
diminishing influence over people’s lives and communities, region and 
nation, but we who are the inheritors of faith must learn from our saints of 
old, and with conviction and determination seek to live lives that honour 
God and promote the Gospel of God’s divine love shown to all and 
revealed in his Son Jesus Christ. 
 
It was Jeremiah the prophet who said to the wayward people ‘This is what 
the LORD says: "Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient 
paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for 
your souls.’ Perhaps we need to look again at the many ancient pathways 
that are around us in the NE, trodden by the Saints of old and learn to 
walk in them again. 

 
In September we shall be welcoming the Rev Dr 
Neil Richardson, New Testament scholar, former 
Principal of Wesley college and Past President of 
Conference, who will preach at our morning service 
on 1st September and then in the evening lead our 
Circuit Service at St Andrew’s for the 

commencement of the new Connexional year. On the Monday evening he 
will speak at our Preachers’ Meeting, which will be open to all, on ‘the 
Bible and the Church in conflict: a road to renewal?’ I do hope that 
you will be able to attend one or all of these events. 
 
On 8th September at 8.10am we are broadcasting a service 
live on BBC Radio 4 from Brunswick and I hope that many 
of you will join us to make the service a truly memorable service, 
which will be broadcast to over 1.5 million listeners – certainly the 
largest congregation I will have ever preached to! And in the new year 
Songs of Praise want to come and record two services from Brunswick – 
you’ll be needing your Sunday best for those services! 
 
 



4 
 

 
Then we have the annual Back to Church Sunday event on 29th 
September: 
Publicity will soon be available for you to use, so please prayerfully 
consider who you might invite back to church, perhaps a neighbour or 
family friend. You may be surprised, as many folks often are, at how 
many people would love an invitation to come to church, so why don’t you 
be the one to issue the invitation this year? 
 
Finally, as many of you will already know, one 
of my predecessors the Rev David Driver 
passed away peacefully on Sunday 30th June. 
David was a great servant and soldier for 
Christ, a scholar, evangelist and magnificent 
preacher in the old Central Hall style. He is 
well remembered here at Brunswick as a great 
man of God and leader of the Brunswick 
Church community. His obituary can be found later in this magazine but 
we pray that he may rest in peace with the God he sought to worship and 
serve. 
 
As we said our farewells to a great man of God who served Brunswick 
well, we say hello to our newest minister at Brunswick Deacon Liesl 
Warren and her husband Richard and son Nicholas. The special welcome 
service will be held on Wednesday 28th August at 7.30pm. Our Chair of 
District will lead and preach and we shall be joined by friends from 
neighbouring churches, civic dignitaries and the circuit. I hope that you 
will all be able to join us for this special service of welcome for Liesl and 
her family. 
 
We have so much to be thankful for and so much to look forward to. I 
believe that we do indeed stand at a crossroads: let us hear the call of 
Jeremiah to choose again the ancient path - it is the pathway that leads to 
God and to life in all its fullness. 
 
May you find rest and relaxation over the summer period, refreshment for 
body and soul and may God richly bless you and keep your feet fixed to 
the pathway that leads to life. 
 
Every blessing to you, Eden 
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Global Family  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our work with students and young adults 
 
Hello from all the young adults at Brunswick Global family. Summertime is 
upon us and for some of us it means no more exams, more daylight hours 
and SUNSHINE!!  
 
At Global Family recently we have been making the most of the sunshine 
and the light nights by heading out and experiencing British summertime 
together. We have played a lot of cricket and enjoyed BBQing together on 
the beach at Tynemouth and in Leazes Park on our picnic night, and you 
may have seen us requesting bizarre things in the local shops and taking 
some odd pictures as part of our City Scavenger hunt.  
 
We’ve also experienced a lot from the different cultures represented in 
Global Family. Recently Lola and Benga hosted a Nigerian night where 
we enjoyed Nigerian food and some classic Nigerian games. We then 
had a Malaysian night with food cooked by Hena, which was delicious, 
and Maria and Vincent hosted an Indonesian night where we were treated 
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to traditional Indonesian dishes. We’ve also had a Caribbean night and a 
Curry night where we all cooked together. 
 
Last month we were delighted to welcome some new members here to 
Brunswick, a number of whom are part of the Global Family. 
Congratulations to David, Ayshayh and Archana. Over the last year we’ve 
welcomed some lovely new young adults to our group who have come 
along and felt at home here at Global Family - you may have seen them 
at church and said hello.  
 
Very sadly we will be waving goodbye to a few of our lovely Global Family 
this summer.  
Shan and Nipuni: Shan and Nipuni have been active members of the 
Global Family for a long time now and they are well loved by everyone 
here at Brunswick. They have formed deep friendships with everyone and 
we are very sad that they are leaving but excited for what God has in 
store for them back in Sri Lanka. Please pray for them as they prepare to 
return.  
Cherry: Cherry has been with us for a year and is returning to Hong Kong 
in August. She is always fun and friendly and has fitted in so well to 
Global Family. We will miss her friendship a lot but will keep in touch with 
her. 
Adrian: Adrian is also leaving Newcastle with his wife Gemma to train to 
be Salvation Army officers in London. Adrian has been a member of 
Global Family for a long time and part of the Salvation Army 
congregation. We’ll remain in touch with them and may even pop down 
for a Global Family trip to see them in London at some point! 
 
Church weekend away: A few of us went on the church weekend away 
to Wydale Hall in Scarborough for a weekend of fellowship, great food 
and discussing faith with the Brunswick family. We had a lovely weekend 
of sunshine and friendship and came away feeling very blessed to be part 
of such an amazing church family. Thank you to all those who were away 
with us in Scarborough - it was lovely to get to know everyone better and 
to be a part of a great weekend. 
 
Jill Foster 
Global Family activities… 
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David Scott 

 
Many congratulations to our organist, David, on being 
awarded the British Empire Medal in the Queen’s 
Birthday Honours List, for services to Music in Newcastle 
upon Tyne! 
 

 

Methodist Homes for the Aged 
 
We have been raising money for MHA to help them celebrate their 
70th year of helping older people. We would like to thank everyone for 
their kind support over the last year; we managed to raise £240  with a 
further £100 in the counter box. 
  
Noreen and Eric Hawdon 
 
 
 
This is our neighbour, Tom, who has green 
fingers! He grows all sorts of things including 
orchids, citrus fruits and until recently had a 
very productive allotment. I suppose his 
abiding passion is for growing cacti which he 
has done for 35 years. Here he is showing a 
beautiful specimen of Echinopsis which 
flowers occasionally and even then for a 
brief spell – only one day if it is warm! As we 
see this beauty we are reminded of God’s 
bountiful creation and its glory. 
 
Miriam Medd 
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Meet the Congregation – Marion Mountain  
 
I have lived in Newcastle now for five years. Although I 
may not sound like a “proper” northerner I was in fact 
born in Falkirk, Scotland and along with my parents and 
five sisters migrated south to Bournemouth where I 
finished my schooling. I started nursing in 1974 at 
Southampton University Group Hospitals and soon after 
qualifying went to work at the Evangeline Booth Leprosy Hospital in India. 
After nine years in India I entered the Salvation Army William Booth 
College to train as a Salvation Army Officer.  
 
After many years of ministry as a Salvation Army Officer, which took me 
around the British Isles and to a mission hospital in Zimbabwe, I arrived at 
Brunswick at a time when there was a need for a Pastoral Worker to 
support the Minister and Deacon and was warmly accepted on to the 
team. I have been greatly impressed by the authentic Christianity I have 
seen expressed and lived out by members of Brunswick church and have 
been privileged to have been invited into the lives of those in my care.  
 
One of the main reasons I feel at home at Brunswick is because of the 
diversity of people who make their way through the doors and the many 
opportunities they bring for my faith to be stretched and tested. I 
constantly have to rethink my own faith journey as I observe and am 
involved in the faith journey of others often so different from myself. This 
has been a real challenge but it has also brought affirmation that I am 
where God wants me to be. 
 
In my spare time I enjoy gardening, walking, reading, painting and travel. 
When possible I do the occasional shift at St. Oswald’s Hospice which 
also enables me to keep my nurse registration up to date. 
 
I am married to Philip. We have one son, Jeremy, who is studying Public 
Relations at Sunderland University and who, like us, loves the North East.   
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Foyer Re-opening and Church Anniversary Weekend 
 

WOW - What a Birthday! 
 

I don’t suppose many churches celebrate a birthday by giving themselves 

a present. Brunswick did on the first of June, when it celebrated 193 

years of worship and service in the centre of Newcastle. It had a facial. 

Those concerned with the property got together with an architect to 

redevelop and refurbish the entrance and coffee shop. The architect’s 

fundamental remit was to achieve a WOW factor. People would enter and 

hopefully say “Wow”. The first of June was the day the redevelopment 

was officially opened by Revd Baroness Richardson of Calow. Baroness 

Richardson was also to preach at the anniversary service on the Sunday. 

 

 
 

The Lord Mayor of Newcastle, Rev Leo Osborn, Chair of the Methodist District, Baroness Richardson, 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Eric Ingram and Rev Eden Fletcher 



11 
 

The opening ceremony was a 

great success. The circuit and 

the district were out in force 

along with some of the great 

and good of the area. Also 

present were  representatives 

of the many groups that meet 

and use the facilities. Highly 

skilled waiters served soft 

drinks as the congregation 

and those many visitors 

mingled. Access to the hall was strictly controlled (I had to get permission 

to take photographs of the buffet to be partaken of later). Eden, Christine, 

a member of the architectural team and Baroness Richardson were the 

speakers and it was a delight 

to hear Christine’s obvious 

satisfaction that the builders 

didn’t cause too much havoc. 

Eden’s opening remarks 

included a very poignant 

moment. Whilst referring to 

past ministers, and in particular 

the Revd Terry Hurst and the 

Revd David Driver, saying how 

sorry he was that David couldn’t be there, there was a moment of magic: 

David arrived. Sadly, that would be his last visit. 

 

You would expect a past President of the Methodist Church to be able to 

hold an audience. Baroness Richardson was witty, adroitly apposite to the 

event and clearly supported and approved of what Brunswick had done. 

With a member of the leadership team standing by in case of mishap, she 

unveiled the plaque. Months of planning, lengthy negotiation with the 

Manchester people, establishing funding and twelve weeks of work (yes, 

that was all) the new access and enhancement was officially open.  
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Refreshments followed and those who might have expected a chapel tea 

were in for a surprise. The executive chef of the Marriott Hotel (Fiona’s 

husband) delivered a buffet that was a delightful mix of the expected and 

the unexpected. And, to finish, Baroness Richardson cut the celebration 

cake. It was undoubtedly a WOW event in every sense.  

 

Sunday morning was the truly key event of the weekend when Baroness 

Richardson preached. It is unlikely that anyone left that service without 

being touched by her kind words and thoughts. 

 

Is the WOW factor still there? Yes, of course it is. The 194th year will 

consolidate the changes. Brunswick will welcome a new Deacon in 

September and who knows what she and Eden will dream up next to 

reinforce the WOW of Brunswick, inside, and outside in the city. After all, 

Eden and Eunice had charged the property team to think outside the box. 

The property team did not let Brunswick down. 

 

© Peter Aughton 
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The following article and photo 
appeared on the front page of the 
Methodist Recorder of 7th June 
2013. They led to an enquiry from a 
producer of Songs of Praise, 
wanting us to appear on the 
programme in Spring 2014! 
 
A Boost for Brunswick 
 
Known as the ‘Cathedral’ of northern Methodism, one of Newcastle upon 
Tyne city centre’s most iconic buildings has been given a new lease of life 
following a major refurbishment programme. 
 
Built in 1820, the Grade II listed Brunswick Church had gone 30 years 
without any significant improvements and the building was struggling to 
provide the facilities it needed to accommodate the thousands of people it 
attracts through its doors each week. 
 
Local firm Gradon Architecture was commissioned to transform its café 
and reception area into a flexible contemporary space. 
 
Superintendent minister the Rev Eden Fletcher said: ‘Brunswick 
Methodist church is unique in the sense that it’s not only a significant 
place of worship for Methodists in Newcastle city centre, but also attracts 
thousands of people each week, including many different community 
groups. 
 
‘Our last refurbishment was in the 1980s, which meant that many of our 
facilities had become outdated. Despite having a limited budget, we 
wanted the redesign to have a real wow-factor that would breathe new life 
back into Brunswick. We’re delighted with the result of what Gradon 
Architecture has achieved and I’m confident that this refurbishment has 
secured our position for the future.’ 
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Radio 4 Broadcast 8th September 
Plans are well underway with the 
preparations for this service. It’s going to be 
a great occasion, and a real privilege for us 
to share our worship with 1.5 million people!  

 
Please come and join us, and invite your friends, families, neighbours! 
There are two rehearsals – Tuesday 3rd September at 8pm and Saturday 
7th September from 3-6pm. If you can only come to one rehearsal, please 
come on Saturday! This will be the one where all the sound checks will be 
done and all will be prepared for the live transmission on Sunday 
morning. 
 
On Sunday 8th September, please arrive at church as close to 7am as 
you can manage. Metro trains start running from 6:15am on Sundays but 
times do depend on which station you are travelling from. So for example 
from Heworth it is 6:37am, from Jesmond 7:03am, Kingston Park 6:37am 
- a bit of a mixed bag really! Please just get to church as soon as you can! 
If you would like to be at church on Sunday morning, and public transport 
will not be suitable, please let Ruth Colclough know. We will try to arrange 
lifts for everyone. 
 
If you come into town by car, Eldon Garden and Eldon Square, Dean 
Street and Grainger Town car parks are all open from 7am. Charges 
apply from 8am and they are all the same at £3.00 per day on Sundays. 
 
The live broadcast will start on Radio 4 at 8.10am and will finish at 
8.50am. We will then serve coffee, tea, orange juice and croissants! The 
BBC service will be followed by a joint Methodist/Salvation Army service 
in the worship area at 10.30am.  
 
However, the most important contribution any of us can make towards 
this event is to pray for it. Pray for: Eden as he prepares the service; for 
our music team as they fine-tune all the musical arrangements; for the 
team from the BBC who will come and experience our famous welcome 
and hospitality!; for all those who will take part in the service; for the 
whole congregation; for all those who will listen on their radios; for the 
team who will provide the refreshments afterwards; indeed for all those 
involved with this important event in any way.  
Thank you! Ruth Colclough and the Radio 4 Committee 
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Food Bank News 
 
The weekend of 5/6 July 2013 was the Tesco National Food Collection, 
during which enough food for 3.5 million meals was collected in Tesco 
stores nationwide. In Newcastle, at Kingston Park, we collected food for 
12,000 meals – 3.6 tons of food. These figures include the 30% top-up 
which Tesco donated.  
 
Not surprisingly, this means that Tesco Kingston Park is the largest 
‘donor’ to the West End Food Bank! Second in the list (as at 21.07.13) is 
Newcastle University, whose students have donated 695.7kg of food. 
Third in the list is our very own Brunswick Methodist Church, with our total 
of 252.5kg! So very many thanks to you all for your support of the Food 
Bank and your continuing generosity. Thanks also to the residents of 
Pilgrims Court, who collected an impressive six carrier bags full in ‘one 
go’! 
 
The West End Food Bank (WEFB) gives out just under a ton of food each 
week in food parcels, which means that the 3.6 tons collected on 5/6 July 
will not actually last very long. There is another Tesco collection on 10th 
August (volunteers sought!), when of course we hope to ‘top-up’ our 
stocks, but steady donations from places like Brunswick are vital. 
 
The Food Bank is now open for four sessions, morning and afternoon on 
two days. On a typical day recently, 137 people were fed, of whom about 
half are children. Since opening in mid-March, 1124 people have been 
fed. The numbers are rising constantly. Why? The main reasons, 
according to statistics collected at WEFB, are low income, benefit delays 
and benefit changes. The situation will probably alter again in September 
when 2000 people in Newcastle are due to be evicted because they 
cannot afford to pay the ‘bedroom tax’ – a tax which has come into effect, 
without a change in incomes. The Food Bank Manager, Michael Nixon, 
predicts that demand on WEFB will triple. 
 
So once again, many thanks to all of you for your donations, all of which 
are much appreciated. Our item-of-the-month for August is Tinned 
Sponge Pudding, and for September is Tinned Fish and Tinned Meat. 
Please look at our website http://newcastlewestend.foodbank.org.uk/, and 
if you would like further details please speak to me, or phone the Food 
Bank Managers, Michael and Steve, on 07756 279469. Ruth Colclough 



16 
 

Church Weekend 12-14 July  
 
Twenty one people, including several 
members of the Global Family, arrived at 
Wydale Hall in the North York Moors in 
blazing sunshine, and the sun carried on 
blazing throughout the weekend! We were 
very warmly welcomed by the staff, and 
were soon appreciating the delicious food, 
comfortable accommodation, beautiful 
peaceful surroundings and lovely walled rose garden.  
 

On Saturday our thoughts 
were led by Eden, Joan 
Thornton and Marion, who 
guided us, based on the book 
‘Living Faithfully – Following 
Christ in Everyday Life’ by 
John Pritchard. Our journey 
began by considering how we 
can ‘Live with Grace’ in our 

everyday life, and then moved on to ‘Walking with Jesus’, as on the road 
to Emmaus. To round off the morning, we were sent off in twos on our 
own Emmaus walk, to share something of our own faith journey.  
 
After an afternoon 
spent resting, 
walking, talking, we 
joined together again 
after supper to 
consider our 
response to the 
world in which we 
live, and what the 
place of the church 
is in our modern 
society. Thus we 
explored matters of 
justice, the 
environment, 
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poverty, and asked ourselves what we, as the people of God, can do. We 
each have a part to play in justice, so how can we bring our faith into 
something practical in our lives? 
 
On Friday and Saturday evenings, we were led in evening prayers by Jill, 
who made creative use of pictures, of the world and of Jesus, to 
encourage us to think, and pray, outside the box! It was good to end the 
day by praying together.   
 
On Sunday morning, we rounded off our time together with a service of 
Holy Communion, led by Eden and Joan, sharing bread and wine as we 
had shared thoughts, conversations, fellowship.  
 
Many thanks to Eden, Marion, Jill and Joan for their hard work, and to all 
who helped in the organisation of the weekend.  
 
 

 
 
 

Brunswick and Coxlodge Church Trip to Holy Island, 
Saturday 20th July 
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Peacemaking Sunday 
22nd September 2013                              

 
The things that make for peace 
In a broken world that so desperately needs 
peace, the role of the church is critical. But 
what can we do in the face of such 
overwhelming challenges to peace? How 
should we pray? 
 
When Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm 
Sunday, he wept over the city, because it did 
not know 'the things that make for peace' 
(Luke 19:42). As we meet to celebrate 
Peacemaking Sunday this September, it is 

good to reflect on his words. What are the things that make for peace? 
What relevance do Jesus' words have for us today? How should we 
respond to them - as individuals, and as church? 
 
In this year's resource pack, we will offer a biblical reflection, prayers of 
confession and intercession, and a newly written hymn, all aiming to help 
churches to investigate and respond to this vital question. This will be 
soon be available. Those who are interested can email 
wendy.cooper@urc.org.uk  
 
 
CRISPS……. 
 
Bags of them, placed on our Circuit’s table at the afternoon session of the 
recent District Synod. We didn’t bother asking “why”?, we just opened the 
packets, passed them around and enjoyed them. 
We soon learned that CRISPS was an acronym that is currently in use 
across many churches to define and describe Fresh Expressions of the 
Church, which in their turn are efforts by churches to reach out in new 
ways and to develop new forms of mission, often to those who are not in 
our congregations.  
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The letters stand for: 
 
C - communal, is more than occasional; 
R - relational, where people eat and drink together; 
I - intentional, is pro-active in reaching out to people; 
S - spiritual, believing that Jesus can and does make a difference in people’s lives;  
P – practical, it has to ‘work’ for those engaged in it; 

S – structural, it is designed or shaped to support growth. 
 
We then watched a video showing a variety of examples of Fresh 
Expressions of Church, across the UK, all, needless to say, successful! 
 
We had finished our crisps by then, and I found myself reflecting about 
the Brunswick Friendship Group, which had recently returned ‘home’ from 
temporary exile during the foyer renovations. Was BFG an example of 
Fresh Expressions? We hadn’t planned for it to be such, but it meets 
weekly, food and drink are offered and enjoyed, it definitely reaches out to 
people – any and everyone are welcome, and the numbers grow steadily. 
Eunice started it, and she certainly believed, as do the people who now 
lead it, that Jesus could make a difference in people’s lives. It definitely 
works; people are supported, encouraged and are given hope; lives are 
being changed for the better. Structural – to support growth. This is one 
I’m not sure about. Is it growth in group numbers? If so, BFG is 
succeeding. Or, growth in trust, confidence and well-being? Again, 
success. Growth in Church attendance? No. So, BFG fails on this 
measure? Absolutely not! Filling chairs in Church was never the aim. 
Healing broken lives, supporting the lost and lonely, encouraging mutual 
help is what it has always been about. On all of these measures BFG is a 
resounding success. 
 
So, Christine, David, Sheila, Peter, Liz, Gordon, Muriel, Marion did you 
know that you were leading a Fresh Expression of Church? Or, did you 
think that you were simply being followers of Jesus, obeying his 
commandment that we love one another, or even obeying John Wesley’s 
instruction to go, not to those who need you, but to those who need you 
most? 
 
Whichever it was, thank you for all that you do at BFG and to God be the 
Glory, great things he is doing, through you and all who pray for you. 
 
Gail Nichol 
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Highlights from this year’s Methodist Conference 
London, 4–11 July 
 
 

Glimpsing the glory of God  
This was the thrust of President of the Methodist 
Conference, Ruth Gee’s inaugural address to the 
Methodist Conference earlier this month.  
"I am convinced that if we are to be a discipleship 
movement shaped for mission, a fundamental part of that shaping is to 
grow to know God so well that we recognise the glory of God passing by 
and we can help others to see it too,” she said.  
 
She developed her theme by offering three ways we can grow to know 
God: 
• through other people 
• through Scripture 
• through our traditions. 
 
Glimpses of glory is a small booklet, which explores what it means to 
recognise God in the expected and unexpected places, and what it is to 
be attuned to and expectant of glimpsing glory. It unpacks John 1:14 
through prayers, reflections, poetry and images. The booklet is available 
from Methodist Publishing House. 
 
New vice-president urges Methodists to fight poverty 
The newly inaugurated vice-president of the Methodist 
Conference, Dr Daleep Mukarji, called on the Methodist 
people to “speak out, take sides", and “stand up for justice” 
in his inaugural address to the Methodist Conference. 
Urging Methodists to become “agents of change”, Dr Mukarji told the 
packed Methodist Central Hall in London that the UK had not seen higher 
levels of poverty and inequality since World War Two. One out of five 
people in the UK lives in relative poverty (13.5 million people), including 
around 3.5 million children who are more likely to live in a low income 
household than the population as a whole. 
“We cannot give up,” Dr Mukarji said. “We are people of hope and we 
know that God is still in charge. God loves this world and wants all people 
to have abundant life, life in all its fullness. In the context of so much 
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despair, inequality, injustice, death and shocking treatment of our fellow 
human beings we must never give up." 
 
 
Archbishop of Canterbury addresses the Methodist Conference 
The Rt Hon and Most Revd Justin Welby, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, urged the Church to become a "footwashing 
Church" in his address on resourcing the common good.  
 
Speaking to the Methodist Conference at Methodist 
Central Hall in Westminster, the Archbishop said there 
was a "gross imbalance in the allocation of resources" in 
society. He drew on the North/South economic divide, pointing out that 
the spending per head on infrastructure in the North East was £5 
compared to more than £2,000 in the South. 
"There is a danger of the radical individualisation of our society, meaning 
whole sectors dismiss others sectors," he said. "Economics has to be our 
servant; not our master."  
 
Archbishop Justin said that Churches should stand alongside the poor, 
not just talk to them, as he expressed concern about the rise of 
foodbanks in the UK and made the argument that inflation was a tax on 
the poor. 
 
Before taking questions from members of the Methodist Conference, the 
Archbishop said that Churches should unlock the wealth that God offers 
through God's spirit. "The common good is resourced in the generosity of 
God and nowhere else," he said.   
 
 
President and Vice-President chosen for 2014/2015 
The Methodist Conference has elected the Revd Kenneth Howcroft to be 
President of the Conference in 2014/2015, and Mrs Gill Dascombe to be 
Vice-President. Both will start their year of office when the Conference 
meets in Birmingham on 28 June 2014. 
 
Ken Howcroft was ordained in 1980, and has since served the Church as 
a circuit minister, a tutor in a theological college, a coordinating Secretary 
and assistant secretary of the Conference. He is currently serving as a 
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mission partner in Rome and developing links there on behalf of global 
Methodism.  
Gill Dascombe has been a local preacher since 1987, and was a finalist in 
The Times' Preacher of the Year competition. She has been a member of 
and chaplain to the Methodist Council, and works as a hospital 
pharmacist. She is a member of her local NHS Trust council of 
governors.   
 
Methodist Conference looks forward to launch of the Learning 
Network 
The Methodist Conference has received an update on the creation of the 
Discipleship and Ministries Learning Network. The new Network, which 
will launch on 1 September, draws together all of the Church's learning, 
training and development activities in a new structure.  
 
The creation of the Network was agreed by the Conference in 2012. This 
year the Conference heard how that decision has been implemented, 
including how the plans have changed over the year.  
 
Jude Levermore, Head of Discipleship and Ministries for the Methodist 
Connexional Team, said: "In implementing the Conference's decisions of 
2012, we've been forced to change in some areas and spotted ways to 
improve on the original ideas in others. But the core remains the same: a 
learning network for the whole of the Methodist people." 
 
The Network will be supported by two centres: Cliff College in Derbyshire 
and the Queen's Foundation in Birmingham, an ecumenical venture with 
the Church of England. Most of the 55 new staff posts will be based in 
regions to be able to better serve local church needs. They will work with 
national staff and with the staff at both Queen's and Cliff.  
 
With the first round of appointments complete, the Learning Network will 
be ready for its launch on September 1. Says Jude: "A lot of people 
across the Connexion have worked very hard to get us to this point, and I 
want to thank all of them. The Network is for the whole of the Methodist 
people, so we can all grow as Christian disciples. On September 1 some 
changes will be obvious, while others will take time, but we are all 
committed to offering the best learning, development and training 
opportunities to the whole Connexion."  
Taken from the website of the Methodist Church www.methodist.org.uk 
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Media and Communication 
 
Communication used during World War II 
 
Telegram 
 
‘OX132 deeply regret to inform you that your son S/Lder (REV.) John 
Thirlwell Wanless is reported to have died while prisoner of war in 
Japanese hands on 27/1/45 stop’ 
 
Under Secretary of State 
 

 
 

Submitted by Betty Watson 
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I think you might find this an interesting photograph. It was taken by the 
Newcastle Chronicle and Journal newspaper in Brunswick on 27th March 
1959 on the occasion of the live televised Good Friday Morning Service. 
The service was led by our then minister, the Rev Reg Walker. 
 
As you can see, the Chapel was packed to the rooftops upstairs and 
down. The photo shows the gallery (as it was before the alterations). The 
white arrows are pointing to myself and Barbara (we were not even 
engaged then!), who is standing next to my mother. 
 
Note that most of the ladies are wearing hats and the gentlemen suits. 
Note also the clock (approx 10.35am) – if you look at the balcony today 
you can still see where it used to be. 
 
Colin Wells 
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Steven Bowring of Premier Christian Radio visited Brunswick about one 
year ago, and was given a tour of our church. He sent this article as a 
way of raising awareness of the radio 
station in the North East. 
 
 

Premier Christian Radio 
 

Premier Christian Media has built a strong reputation for excellence and 
innovation in the development of its multimedia platforms. From the 
beginning, in 1995, it broke new ground by being granted the first 
terrestrial licence for Christian broadcasting in the UK and in 2004 
expanded reach via the Internet, Sky and Freeview with over 400,000 
weekly listeners across the UK. In 2009 its National digital broadcast was 
launched making Premier’s message and information accessible to every 
home in the country. In 2010 Premier Lifeline commenced a confidential 
listening service that now helps over 1,000 listeners every week by 
telephone support, with over 850,000 people helped so far. In 2010, 
having been based in Westminster since 1995, Premier forged strong 
connections with Government and the highest levels of the Church, as 
our offices are easily accessible: an influence that becomes ever more 
important as media continues to grow. 
  
In March 2012 Premier went regional when it opened its first regional 
office here in the North East in recognition of the economic and social 
challenges in the region. The North East has the lowest incidence of 
Church attendance in the country i.e., only 2.5% of the population attends 
Church compared with a national average of 5%; and this is in the context 
of 74% of the population nationally regarding themselves as Christians. 
 
Premier’s multimedia platforms reach young and old alike and stay 
relevant by delivering innovative information in a variety of media that 
engages audiences. This approach is further demonstrated by a close 
working relationship with a research initiative called CODEC (Christian 
Communication in the Digital Age) based at St John's College in Durham. 
It’s a new institution in a one hundred year old College, exploring the 
relationships between the Bible, the digital environment and 
contemporary culture. Additionally, high quality publications provide a 
valuable resource to churches and organisations that would not otherwise 
be either affordable or even exist. 
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Jumpstart is an innovative project which is due to be piloted in the North 
East. This project is exciting because it aims to provide training packs to 
youth leaders working in areas of social deprivation in the North East and 
deliver a rich mix of training to youth leaders over a period of twelve 
months. As a result, youth leaders’ expertise and confidence will build as 
they are equipped with the latest techniques and communication to 
engage young people in a range of interesting and creative activities. The 
expectation is that with this improved resource and guidance the young 
people involved in these projects will develop hopes and aspirations that 
will lead to them becoming fulfilled and happy members of the Christian 
community. 
 
Safetynet is a successful campaign organised by Premier Christian Media 
in partnership with Safermedia - an organisation that raises awareness of 
harmful media content and aims to minimise its availability. Its aim is to 
mobilise the public to put pressure on the Secretary of State for Culture, 
Olympics, Media and Sport, to make it compulsory for Internet Service 
Providers to block pornography at network level. This will still give adults 
the choice to access whatever they choose whilst giving children the 
freedom to surf the internet safely. At the last count, 110,000 people had 
signed the petition, which includes significant support from people in the 
North East. 
 
We have also developed an exciting project called Reconnect that will be 
piloted in the North East. This project will reconnect the elderly 
housebound with their faith communities by combining Church community 
visits and Premier’s broadcast Christian message in their homes via 
Freeview and DAB radio. Premier’s broadcasts will be available day and 
night at times when no one else can be there. In addition, Premier’s 
confidential Christian helpline offering listening and prayer will be 
available every day of the year, by telephoning 0207 316 0808 and 0845 
345 0707: “If anyone needs to talk Lifeline is listening”. 
 
Peter Kerridge, CEO of Premier Christian Media Trust, the largest 
Christian Media Company in the UK and owner of the station said: 
“Premier Christian Radio is a national station, and we want to reflect this 
by being more accessible to regions across the UK in a way that cannot 
be done from just a London base”. 
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Kerridge has a particular affiliation for the North East, having been born in 
Gateshead and having launched his broadcasting career at Metro Radio. 
 
He adds: “There are churches in the North East doing some fantastic 
things in their communities. Premier hopes its presence will help both to 
support and promote this, and ultimately enhance Church growth in the 
region”. 
 
Sylvia Walters, Premier’s Director of Regional Support North East, said 
“All of this of course needs time and money and it is our sincere hope that 
the North East business community will see that we, like them, have the 
background and determination to make good things happen in this region. 
We are looking for businesses in the North East to recognise the 
importance and need for financial and on-going partnership support to 
make our plans reality” 
 
Sylvia Walters 
Director of Regional Support North East 
Telephone: 0191 206 4036 
Mobile: 0778 891 1791 
E-Mail: sylvia.walters@premier.org.uk 
 
Steven Bowring 
Church Relations Coordinator 
Telephone: 0191 206 4036 
Mobile: 0753 547 9116 
E-Mail: steven.bowring@premier.org.uk 
 
NEWCASTLE OFFICE: 
Rotterdam House 
116 Quayside 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 3DY 
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‘Voices of Faith’ 

invite you to join us for an evening of 

interfaith dialogue on 
 

 

 
 

Speakers include the artist Fenwick Lawson, Dr Dermot Killingley & 

Imam Mohammed Roziur Rahman 

 
6.00pm – 8.30pm 

 

Wednesday 18th September 2013 

 

Participants are invited to bring a small piece of art from their own tradition to 

share in small group discussion 

 

The Holy Biscuit, 

1 Clarence Street, Shieldfield, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 1YH 

 

Please confirm attendance with 

Josie Pinnegar 

Tel.: 0191 270 4142 

Email: j.pinnegar@newcastle.anglican.org  

mailto:j.pinnegar@newcastle.anglican.org
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Stephen Mugford, a member of the Salvation Army congregation, recently 
visited Buckingham Palace! Here is his review. 

 
BUCKINGHAM PALACE PARTY REVIEW 
 
We left Newcastle train station at 8:00am. The journey took approximately 
3 hours to get to Kings Cross station, where we then took the 
underground on the Victoria line to Victoria station. 
 
After that we walked to Westminster Chapel, to meet up with the other 
boys who were taking part and to get ready into our uniform. 
 
Once we were all ready we walked over to Buckingham Palace where we 
took a group photo in front of the palace itself. Crowds walking past (I 
presume) thought that we were some kind of military section so they 
began taking photos of us themselves, which was quite amusing. 
 
We were then taken to the back entrance where we were asked to show 
ID and retrieve passes that allowed us into areas where the staff would 
usually go. 
 
We then were taken to a canteen in the staff section of the palace, and 
had a small dinner of sandwiches and fruit drinks. We were also given a 
donation from the Queen (on behalf of the Queen) of £5 each; we were 
told that she gives this donation to all the sections who volunteer at the 
party. 

Once we had eaten our fill, we were given a choice of 
jobs which we would do in the party. These jobs were: 
Information Boys, Ticket Collectors at outside gates, 
Wheelchair pushers, Car door openers, and Ticket 
Collectors in the Grand Entrance. 
 
My job was the Ticket Collector in the Grand Entrance. 
When our roles had been assigned we then went to 
the Grand Entrance where we met the Nijmegen 
company of the Grenadier Guards (who were helping 
us with our jobs) which for me was thrilling because 
they are the company that I would like to enter when I 

join the army in later years. 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=CNN0smwvOZQo2M&tbnid=c8dd5wAp5wbIDM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://www.boys-brigade.org.uk/logos.htm&ei=ZFzuUcC-LaGb0QWl0IGADg&psig=AFQjCNGC-q4ACaH7yBNOe9Mtdeu9XXqUig&ust=1374662116791448
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Each job was then sent to where they were supposed to go supported by 
the guards; I stayed in the Grand Entrance, as that was where my job  
was. 
 
I was then introduced to the footmen who would be taking the tickets from 
the guests. My role in this situation was that I would take the tickets from 
the footmen when they had a handful and then I would place them on the 
table next to the door where a member of the Palace staff and the Leader 
who was supporting us could count how many tickets came through (the 
Queen wanted to know how many people exactly were at the party). 
 
For the majority of the party I was standing at ease waiting for tickets and 
watching people come through the doors. It was very interesting seeing 
people come through in smart clothes, uniforms and some celebrities like 
Colin Jackson. 
 
After a while people stopped arriving so I began to help out (with some 
other boys) counting the tickets, and after a short while we were done and 
had nothing to do, which was a first. So our leader said that we could go 
and stand on the patio section of the back garden, and just watch what 
happens. 
I didn’t see the Queen in person but when we went outside I saw people 
running to a section of the garden where I saw a load of top hats walking 
through a crowd and I just thought “that’s where the Queen is”. 
 
When the party had finished, we all went back into the Grand Entrance 
where we were congratulated and given certificates. We then lined up in 
two lines and marched out of the gates of the Palace in front of hundreds 
of people, who thought we were some kind of military section.  
 
On the way back to the church we began discussing our different roles 
and we joked about how much our legs were hurting. Then the boys from 
the north east and myself retraced our steps by going from Victoria 
station to Kings Cross, then from Kings Cross to Newcastle station, where 
we arrived at 10:55pm. 
 
Overall I enjoyed the entire experience and I can officially say that this 
was possibly a once in a lifetime experience, and I will hold very 
treasured memories.        
Stephen Mugford 
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Partner Churches and organisations 
Tensions in Sri Lanka: an urgent prayer request 
On 16 June, Sugankerni Methodist Church in Batticaloa district on the 
east coast of Sri Lanka was attacked during Sunday service. 
 
A group of villagers came to the church brandishing sticks, knives and 
swords. They warned the worshippers to stop the worship and leave the 
area. The building was then destroyed and church members assaulted; a 
church worker and some church members had to be admitted to the local 
hospital. They were later transferred to Batticaloa hospital for further 
treatment. 
 
“The church members are frightened,” says the Revd Dr AW Jebanesan, 
president of the Methodist Church Sri Lanka. “All are at the church asking 
us to do something about it. Uphold the affected people in your prayers.” 
 

From the World Church News Bulletin', July/August 2013 
 
 

 
 
 

Brunswick News Schedule 
 

Issue Deadline for 
submissions  

Theme Publication 
Date 

Oct / 
Nov 

22.09.13  
 

06.10.13 

Dec / 
Jan 

17.11.13 Christmas and 
New Year 

01.12.13 

Feb / 
Mar 

19.01.14 Lent 02.02.14 
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Promoting peace in our communities 

 

Welcome to the official Launch Meeting  

Speaker: The Bishop of Newcastle 
 

The Church of the Holy Nativity, Chapel House, 

Sunday 8th September  3 - 5 pm. 

Light refreshments. 

 

The initiative is supported by Newcastle Council of Faiths. 
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You are invited to the launch of the new ‘Outer West Peace Initiative’: the first 

of several across Newcastle City. The meeting will be in the Church of the Holy 

Nativity, Chapel House, on Sunday 8th September at 3.00pm until 5.00pm. Light 

refreshments will be served. 

The purpose is to bring together representatives from different faiths, social  

groups and businesses in order to build up friendships between our different 

communities and to promote peace together across the city. The initiative is 

supported by Newcastle Council of Faiths. 

Three meetings per year are planned, all on Sunday afternoons between 3.00 

and 5.00 pm. The meeting dates for 2014 are Sunday 12th January, Sunday 11th 

May and Sunday 14th September. 

The first meeting on September 8th will be launched by Right Reverend Martin 

Wharton, Bishop of Newcastle, who will outline the aims of the initiative and 

invite questions. One priority will be to consider those values which unite us. 

We hope you will be able to attend this important meeting and help to promote 

peaceful relationships across our city.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 DETAILS from: Church of the Holy Nativity, Hillhead Parkway, Chapel House, 
Newcastle upon Tyne  NE5 1DR     Tel: 0191 229 0401  e-mail: 
nativity709@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:nativity709@btinternet.com
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
 

Tuesday Circle: Women’s Fellowship, Tuesdays - 2:15pm 

September    

      10th  AGM and Forthcoming Events 

17th  Rev. Eden Fletcher 

Chairwoman: Mrs Margaret Steel 

24th   Visit to the City Library 

October  

1st   Jean Edusei, Ghanaian Children 

Chairwoman: Myra Dow 

8th  Moira Copeland, The Isle of Iona 

Chairwoman: Muriel Green-Steele 

      15th  Rev T Hurst, Previous Minister at Brunswick 

Chairwoman: Catherine Ward 

      22nd  Marion Chirnside, Nursing as a Career 

Chairwoman: Margaret Hall 

      29th  Sonia Graham, Age UK 

Chairwoman: Margaret Steel 
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Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

Sept  

3rd  The Friendly Invasion (Music from the USA) – Chairman: John 

Herdman 

10th Actresses of Stage and Screen – Chairman: Peter Aughton 

17th  Every Picture Tells a Story 1890 -1910 – Chairman: John Saul 

24th   Writers & Revolutionaries on Tyneside – Chairman: Peter 

Lambert 

  

Oct  

1st  Astronomy in History – Chairman: Bill Pattinson 

8th   Incredible India – Chairman: Donald Williamson 

15th Foch, Architect of Victory – Chairman: John Herdman 

22nd  In Sickness and in Health – Chairman: Peter Aughton 

29th  The Irish Yukon Gold Rush – Chairman: John Saul 
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Preachers August / September 
 

August 10.45am 6.00pm 

4th  Rev Ian M Kent  Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy 

Communion) 

11th Mr Keith Jones Major Antony Mugford 

18th Rev Pat Brooks (Holy 

Communion) 

Mr Tim Rogers 

25th  Rev G Lister Major Antony Mugford 

   

September 10.45am 6.00pm 

1st  Rev Dr Neil Richardson (ex 

President of Methodist 

Conference) & Rev Eden 

Fletcher 

No Service 

8th 8.00am service for Radio 4 

Broadcast 

Maj Antony Mugford 

8th 

 

10.30am United Service  

Rev Eden Fletcher & Maj Antony 

Mugford 

 

15th  Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher 

22nd  Mrs Pat Gurr Maj Lynda Hunt & Maj Morris 

Hunt (Salvation Army) 

29th  Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Janet Appleby 
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 Global Family each Wednesday at 6.30pm. (Please note that there will be 

no Global Family during the month of August, and will resume in 

September 2013) 

 Brunswick Fellowship Group (Bible Study) meets fortnightly on Thursdays 

10.30am. 

 Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm.   

 Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm. 

 The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12 noon with a speaker on the 

first Friday of each month.   

 
FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  
  
During August – ENTERTAINMENT AND LEISURE 
Week beginning 

4th August Those who plan and arrange events for our pleasure and 
entertainment ...... 

11th 
August 

Those who use their gifts in music, drama or the arts – as 
amateurs or professionals ..... 

18th 
August 

Give thanks for sporting activities in which we can participate 
– or watch ..... 

25th 
August 

Give thanks for the opportunity to explore history at first hand 
in our locality ..... 

    
During September – COMMUNICATION 
Week beginning 

1st 
September 

Communicators who are facing new beginnings, in 
education, the church and other areas of work – those 
who are unable to find work ...... 

8th 
September 

Those who communicate through the media – that it might 
be done responsibly .....  

15th 
September 

Those who communicate love by being sensitive to the 
needs of others  ...... 

22nd 
September 

Those who communicate peace in dangerous and 
challenging situations  ...... 

29th 
September 

Those who communicate the good news by following 
Christ’s example and living as He did ..... 
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Minister: Rev Eden J Fletcher 

Pastoral Worker: Marion Mountain 

Young Adult Worker: Jill Foster 

 

 

 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (October-November) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 22 September 2013.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

 

 

 


