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Dear Friends, 

Well, with an explosion of new activity we have successfully embarked on 

this new Methodist Connexional year with 

enthusiasm and gusto! 

G.I.G.G.L.E.S, the new group 

for women, 

Menslife@brunswick for 

men and the brand new 

‘alternative’ church 

Engage@brunswick is shortly to meet for the first time. The aim of these 

new groups is to draw together that large growing 

group in our church for whom there has been very 

little on offer, whilst providing opportunities to 

invite those on the margins, newcomers or friends 

who might not otherwise come to anything. 

Please pray for these groups as they become 

established and do consider joining one yourself. 

 

December 1
st
 heralds the start of the Church’s year. Odd, it might seem, 

that the beginning should commence with reflections on the end? The first 

Sunday in Advent directs us to the end of Matthew’s Gospel in which we 

read of how Jesus prepares the disciples for the time when he will come 

again and draw people to himself creating a new heaven and a new earth. It 

will happen at the most unexpected hour, like a thief in the night Jesus will 

come. The call therefore is for us to be ready at all times and being ready is 

about being active in our relationship with God: praying, reading Scripture, 

sharing in fellowship and worship and engaging in acts of service - in other 

words living our life as if the Kingdom of God has already come in its 

fullness, modelling through our lives the life that is yet to be fully realised. 

The call at the start of the Church’s year is to be ready. 
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What will this new heaven and new earth be like that we are waiting for, 

preparing for, working for, hoping for? Isaiah the prophet paints a wonderful 

picture: 

In the last days 

the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established as the highest of the 
mountains; 

it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 

3 
Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the temple of the God of Jacob. 

He will teach us his ways, 
    so that we may walk in his paths.” 

The law will go out from Zion, 
    the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

4 
He will judge between the nations 

    and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into ploughshares 

    and their spears into pruning hooks. 
Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

    nor will they train for war anymore. 

What a wonderful picture this is, isn’t it? When 
God becomes the centre, divisions and conflicts 
shall end, war will be replaced with peace and 
all people shall live together in harmony. It is a 
reality painted for us at the beginning of the 
church’s year, a reality yet to be fully realised but 
a reality towards which we strive with hope and 
determination. The vision is not only to be hoped 
for, anticipated, but we are actually called to live 
that vision now, to put God at the centre of our 
lives, the church and the world and to live that 
coming vision as if it was a reality now; to live in 
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peace, to seek peaceful resolution in all our relationships and to strive for 
justice for all.  

Advent is a time to take stock on how well we are doing in living that coming 
reality. Is God at the centre of our life and the life of the church? Day by day 
do we seek to place God at the centre of our communities, our relationships, 
our family life? Despite the tragedies of life, the suffering encountered, do 
we remain resolutely people of hope, people who are living, working and 
anticipating God’s reign? If not then re-read the ancient biblical passages 
again this Advent and allow God to speak to you, to reveal his love for you 
and receive God’s powerful, transforming grace.  

At the centre of Christmas is Christ, Christmas being literally Christ’s Mass. 
The world has sought constantly to de-centralise Christ, to move him from 
the centre of the festivities or to eradicate him altogether. The world has 
largely failed, despite how things might appear. More people are coming to 
faith in Christ than ever before in human history. May you, this Christmas, 
allow Christ to be at the centre of your life, that Christ might influence all that 
you do and say, that Christ might keep alive in you the hope of the coming 
reality of God’s kingdom and reign that Isaiah hoped for, longed for and 
prophesied about. 

I pray peace and joy be upon you and all whom you love this holy season. 

 

Eden 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?start=472&sa=X&hl=en&qscrl=1&rlz=1T4MXGB_enGB521GB522&biw=1440&bih=744&tbm=isch&tbnid=l-22avUZi0Ve2M:&imgrefurl=http://www.atstockillustration.com/image/the-christmas-nativity/&docid=OhJYFiE67YqvtM&imgurl=http://www.atstockillustration.com/wp-content/uploads/symbiostock_rf_content/8459-the-christmas-nativity.jpg&w=590&h=575&ei=pJmMUtuLDcmnhAeEy4DoCQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&page=20&tbnh=170&tbnw=174&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:84,s:400&tx=104&ty=92
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Dear Friends 
 
It is hard to believe that the first three months of my appointment as 
Probationer Deacon at Brunswick are nearly over, and what an incredible 
time it has been so far. I have felt so blessed to be working alongside you all 
as you helped to show me the ropes and helped us as a family to find our 
place at Brunswick. 
 
It has been a busy time of meetings and worship, visits and prayer, getting a 
feel for the church and the city, probationer studies and essays, barn 
dances and radio broadcasts, shaking hands with Lord Lieutenants and 
learning (quickly) where the keys to the emergency food cupboard are kept. 
It has been a time of dreaming about the future and where God might be 
leading next and of rejoicing over the great past and learning what has 
already been achieved for the Kingdom in this great place of worship and 
welcome. A time of meeting new people, trying to remember names and 
sorting out the family connections (I must admit that in my mind I have had 
people married to the wrong partners and some of you would have gained a 
sibling or parent, and then promptly lost them again as I quickly had to do 
some re- shuffling in my head). This confusion, I suspect, might continue for 
a while yet and I thank you all for your patience and grace, as you (yet 
again) reminded me of your name.  
 
If I had to choose a theme that would sum up my time here thus far in a 
single word, then the word would have to be GRACE. In allowing me 
opportunity and space to discover my role and place within this part of 
God`s kingdom, you have been nothing but gracious to me and to my 
family. The genuinely warm welcome we’ve received, the generous 
inclusion into this community and family, the allowances and sacrifice made 
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in order for me to fulfil my responsibilities as a probationer and continuing 
student, have not gone unnoticed and are all deeply appreciated. 
Brunswick is a unique place and uniquely placed to serve the city centre. 
Right at the heart of the city, available and accessible and yet tucked away 
just enough to offer people an oasis to escape to amidst the vibrant, lively, 
buzzing commercial streets.  Though I have only been here a very short 
while, it is evident that Brunswick has built up a reputation over the years of 
being a place that has open doors and an open heart for all in need of 
hospitality and sanctuary. My conversations with people in the community 
confirm that this is a church known, respected and valued by so many who 
frequent this beautiful city. And it has simply amazed me, the distance that 
people will travel in order to worship with us on a Sunday morning. 
 
One of my greatest delights is to be a part of a ministerial team that 
continuously seek God`s will together in prayer, a team that depend on 
Scripture and a team that, above all else, constantly yearn for a closer, 
more intimate walk with the Holy Spirit. To be allowed to work with and learn 
from colleagues who truly want the best for each other and for the church in 
which we are called to serve, who desire for others to flourish in God`s love, 
and who are determined to have some fun and a laugh whenever possible, 
is a true privilege and great blessing. 
 
And so I thank God and bless Him for this community, this church, all these 
special people amongst whom I am allowed to live, serve and learn. A place 
full of grace and love and hope, with plenty of laughter and, praise God, a 
place where one never has to search too hard to find a bit of chocolate! 
 
With love 
Liesl 
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"And the Word became flesh and lived among us"  
(John 1:14) 

 
It was December 1978.  I was at a carol service, 
enjoying the atmosphere, the story of the nativity, 
the rousing carol singing - the whole Christmas 
experience.  Then something happened that 
changed my experience for ever. 
 
We were singing Hark! The herald-angels sing, 
(Charles Wesley, 1707-1788).  Whilst I sang, I 
became profoundly aware of the immensity of the 
incarnation, of the radical action of the God who is Love, and began to 
recognise in a new and different way the depth of God's love: a love that 
marks both God's entrance into our world and His exit from it by vulnerability 
rather than strength. Singing the last four lines of the second verse of the 
carol, my eyes were opened and, to borrow Wesley's words, "I felt my heart 
strangely warmed". 
 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 
Hail, the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel. 

 
The incarnation took place within my own heart. The Word became flesh, 
not only for me but in me.   
 
I believe that's what it's all about. An on-going process, day by day as I 
make myself vulnerable and open to God's love dwelling in me by His Spirit. 
 
Christmas is a wonderful time of year. The story and events of the 
incarnation are both moving and challenging, not only to remember and 
celebrate once a year but also to challenge and inspire the way we live our 
lives every day. 
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Meister Eckhart (1260-c. 1329) wrote these words: 
 

This, then, is the fullness of time: 
When the Son of God 

is begotten 
in us. 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  (2 Corinthians 9:15) 
 
 
Chris Carroll 
Community Church Worker 
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Young Adults at Brunswick 
(Jill Foster – Young Adult Worker) 

 
In October we had the pleasure of welcoming the Methodist 
Youth President up to our region. Tamara came up to visit 
some of the ‘Together Mission’ projects around our district as 
well as coming to visit us for Sunday morning worship here at 
Brunswick. She was telling me that she was deep in 
preparation for 3Generate youth conference which 
our own Georgia Harrison was going to.  
Georgia is a student at Northumbria University who has been coming to 
Brunswick for over a year. Here is her report about her time at 3Generate. 
 
My 3Generate Experience  
 
Georgia Harrison  
 
Last weekend two other members of 
the Newcastle district and I went to 
3Generate 2013 – the children’s and 
youth assembly of the Methodist 
Church, and we stayed at the Pioneer 
Centre in Kidderminster for two nights. 
3Generate was an unforgettable 
experience where I made lots of new 
friends and connected with God in 
many different ways! Over the 
weekend I took part in discussion sessions on issues such as same sex 
marriage, identity and interfaith relationships, many worship and bible study 

Tamara Wray Methodist 

Youth President 
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sessions where I was able to explore my faith in new and exciting ways, fun 
outdoor activities including abseiling, archery and high ropes, and I also got 
the opportunity to write resolutions for Methodist Conference! 
  
The discussion sessions were both interesting and informative, learning 
about different issues, hearing other people’s thoughts and being able to 

voice my own views. I bonded with other 
people my age over stimulating 
conversation and debate. 
  
I attended five worship sessions over the 
weekend which were all both fun and 
inspirational. I sang songs round an open 
fire in the woods, praising the Lord with 
250 other young people, prayed with 
people I had only just met and got to play 

the drums very loudly! 
  
The outdoor activities were exciting but very scary - I gave them my best 
shot though! And having the opportunity to write resolutions for Methodist 
Conference was a very interesting and valuable experience. 
 
I am so thrilled I was able to attend 3Generate 2013 and would definitely 
recommend it to any young Methodist!  
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Brunswick and Coxlodge Church Trip to Holy Island, 
Saturday 20

th
 July 

 

During our trip to Holy Island in July, Muriel and Stella saw this prayer in St 

Mary’s Church: 

From the flowing of the tide to its ebbing 

From the waxing of life to its waning 

Of your peace provide us 

Of your life lead us 

Of your goodness give us 

Of your grace grant us 

Of your haven protect us 

Of your love lift us 

And in your arms accept us 

From the ebbing of the tide to its flowing 

From the waning of life to its waxing 

 

 

 

Church News 
 

Our mother, Joan Alexander, has asked us to write on her behalf to 

everyone at Brunswick to thank you for all your letters and cards of good 

wishes that you have sent to her. 

 

As is to be expected, all the upheavals over the last six months have 

been very traumatic for her. She is now settled into the care home in 

Bedale which is only 10 minutes away from us. The card and picture that 

you sent has pride of place in her room. Mother is rather frail, but is being 

well looked after and is enjoying the company of the other residents. 

 

God bless, 

Michael & Brian Alexander 
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Meet the Congregation 
 
Andrew Walton 
 

It is a great pleasure to have 
this opportunity to introduce 
myself to the Brunswick 
congregation. I have been at 
Sunday services, somewhat 
intermittently, for the past 
three months and have 
received a wonderfully warm 
welcome from many people. I 
look forward to a long future 
joining worship here. 
 
I have a family background in the Methodist Church and, as a result, have 
lived in a number of places: born in Birmingham, childhood in Hatfield 
(Herts), and late teens in Durham. I moved to the Coventry and 
Warwickshire area for an undergraduate degree and continued life there 
through an MA and PhD in politics. Since that time, I have begun an 
academic career, working first in London and then for two years in 
Switzerland. I returned to the UK to take a post at Newcastle University in 
summer 2013. 
 
My wife, Maryam, continues to live in Geneva, where she works for the 
Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining, and I try to visit 
her often. We enjoy walking and cycling together as well as travel to new 
places. On my own I spend far too much time reading, but also try to visit 
wider family and old friends often. I look forward to spending more of that 
personal time at Brunswick and meeting more new faces in the coming 
months and years. 
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Recent Experiences of a Welcome Host on the Coffee 

Shop 

Two ladies and a man came into the Coffee Shop. After having their 

coffee, one lady came and asked if they could go into the Church. Whilst 

in the Church I was told that the other lady with them had woken up that 

morning to find her husband had died during the night. She and her 

husband, originally from this area, had moved south eleven years ago. 

Her husband had wanted to make a trip back to Newcastle. They had 

enjoyed a lovely day in Northumberland the previous day and their 

intention was to visit Brunswick the next day. The lady was determined to 

do this. She sat quietly in the Church, appreciating its beauty and was 

thankful that she had been able to fulfil her husband’s wish even though, 

sadly, he wasn’t there. 

The following week three ladies and a man with a very frail lady in a 

wheelchair came into the Coffee Shop. After having their refreshments 

the man came up to me and explained that the lady in the wheelchair was 

his sister and she was dying of cancer. He had been in the army, had a 

back injury and suffered from stress. He talked of all the problems his 

family were undergoing and on leaving expressed his appreciation of the 

care shown to them on their visit to Brunswick.                Stella Yellowley 

 

Brunswick News 2013/14 

Issue Deadline for 

submissions  

Theme Publication 

Date 

Feb / Mar 19.01.14 Lent 02.02.14 

Apr / May 23.03.14 Easter 06.04.13 

June / July 18.05.14  01.06.14 
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Oasis returns for Advent on Wednesdays at 12.30pm, followed by a 

Bible study on the theme from 1.30 – 2.30pm. 

 

 

Journeying towards Jesus 
 

December 4th  Rev Eden Fletcher 

Week 1 Preparing for the end - a reflection on the end of the 

world and the teaching of Jesus on the last judgement, which kindly 

coaches his followers how to prepare for the end time. 

 

December 11th  Deacon Liesl Warren  

Week 2 Investing in another’s greatness - a look at the figure of 

John the Baptist, the wild man from the wilderness, who stands 

between the hidden life of Jesus and his public ministry. 

 

December 18th  Mrs Chris Carroll 

Week 3 Adjusting to new direction – a journey with Joseph as he 

faces six interruptions in his life. We watch this gentle man follow his 

dreams as his life is diverted to take new roads.  
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Dear Friends, 
 
I'd like to share with you a brief 'Soup on Sunday' update. 
 
Six weeks ago we started serving soup from 7.30 on a 
Sunday evening to homeless and vulnerable people. With 
oversight from a retired manager of The Salvation Army's 
hostel here in Newcastle and myself being a former assistant manager of 
the hostel in Sunderland, together with a team of experienced and willing 
volunteers, we are trying to provide a positive and welcoming place for 
people to come to. 
 
Purposefully we advertised it mainly within the clients of the Thursday 
afternoon Brunswick Friendship Group run by the Methodist Church, and 
also some other homeless groups, but not to the big meal provider in the 
city. The reason for this was that some of the clients we have welcomed 
feel very vulnerable and tend to avoid the large gatherings at the feeding 
places and soup kitchens in the city. We felt we wanted it to grow from 
small beginnings so as to attract and encourage them. 
 
In these early days we have not seen large numbers on Sunday 
evenings; on average we have served soup to maybe 9 or 10 over the 
hour we have opened. Over the six weeks we have probably seen around 
30 different faces. What we have discovered however is that many of 
these men and women have significant needs and difficult situations to 
face. For each one our presence has been valuable and we have not only 
been able to provide the soup but also a time for friendly conversation, 
advice and some practical support. We have spoken to men who sleep in 
subways or behind department stores, carrying their every possession in 
a holdall or a plastic bag. They seem unable or even unwilling to change 
anything in case they lose even the tiny bit they have.  
 
Some people who have come to us are not technically homeless but they 
feel very vulnerable and an hour in a quiet, welcoming space is a great 
help to them. 
 
There is a lovely, warm, gentle and even happy atmosphere on a Sunday 
night - we see regulars, we see people just once or twice. Some stay for 
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the whole hour, others come and go quickly; but we are doing a valuable 
work - not extensive maybe, but of great importance to each individual 
who comes to us.   
 
The city council now knows of our existence and is pleased we are doing 
what we do. We are now in their official literature. 
 
This is a new venture for The Salvation Army here and it is proving to be 
very valuable as we serve people in need. We pray that as the word gets 
round - as it evidently is doing - it will be of great benefit to those who 
come and that ultimately we will see people's lives being changed. 
 
Thanks for your prayers and support. 
If you can publicise this venture we would be very grateful. 
 
May God bless you. 
 

Major Antony Mugford 

 

 

 

ADVENT WORDSEARCH 
 

  

R E Z T E D W D N J I B P   ADVENT LORD 

O Q F P B V J O Z L O R C   BIRTH LIGHTOFLIFE  

L W O I A D V E N T I Y H   CHILD COUNSELLOR 

L H O S L B R G G N I K I   MARY  WAITING 

E W Y N I F B O C W G I L   GOD PRINCEOFPEACE 

S A R R D Q O E L N Y H D   HOPE WONDER 

N M T M Y E O T I M R S Q   KING JESUSCHRIST 

U H G O D F R T H I A F I   JOY  

O N R K P G I U C G M T T   

C W L E K A A L O Q I W N   

O V A P W M M W H L A L M   

D C T S I R H C S U S E J   

E X O E J T S B Z G Q J A   
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Lifestyle Christian Books and Music 

This shop, in Morpeth, will close at Christmas.  

All stock needs to be sold, so: 

Books, CDs, Cards and some Christmas cards will be 33% to 50% 

off the retail price; 

Candles, Gifts and Bibles will be 25% to 30% off retail price. 

Orders still accepted. 

The shop is in the centre of Morpeth, next to the Chantry. 

The address is 1 Chantry Place, Morpeth, NE61 1PJ, Telephone 01670 

504209, email: lifestylecbm@connectfree.co.uk 

 

 

 

Methodist News 

Could you write a prayer for the Methodist 

Prayer Handbook? 
 

The 2014-2015 handbook 'Partners in Sacrifice' will look at 

our everyday sacrifices as God's people and how these are 

joined to God's permanent sacrifice on the cross. The title 

comes from the hymn 'The Church of Christ, in every age', by 

Fred Pratt Green (StF 415).  

 

Prayers should not exceed 120 words or 12 lines. Shorter prayers and prayers 

for specific themes or countries are more likely to be used. Full submission 

guidelines can be found on the Methodist Church website. 

mailto:lifestylecbm@connectfree.co.uk
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Christmas gift idea 

The new presentation edition of Singing the Faith is a 

lovely option for a special Christmas gift. Beautifully 

presented, lighter to hold than the standard music edition, 

this is a gift for life, not just for Christmas! Soft leatherette 

cover, gilded page edges and ribbon marker, head and 

tail bands £50.00. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

News Release   

09 Oct 2013 

Methodist Women in Britain Empowering Women and Changing the World 

Methodist women in Britain are asking the question: how can we change the 

world? Since the launch of Methodist Women in Britain two years ago, it has 

developed as a movement of women seeking to resource and empower women 

and women’s groups worldwide. Two main focuses include achieving the 

targeted eight Millennium Development Goals and Dalit Solidarity. 

   

MWiB has committed to raising £50,000 during the three-year period of 2013-

2016 for the Church of North India to use in their work supporting Dalits, and 

particularly for the education of Dalit girls and in the funding of self-help groups 

for adult women.  

Dalits, who make up approximately 16.6 per cent of the Indian population, were 

once referred to as ‘untouchables’. They have faced economic, cultural, 

religious, social exploitation and stigmatization throughout history. Dalit 
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women, in particular, are further marginalized and exploited due to poverty, 

caste discrimination and patriarchal traditions.  

The MWiB Dalit Solidarity Task Group has developed a Dalit Solidarity resource 

pack offering a greater insight for groups and individuals into the situation of 

the Dalits in India. It includes personal stories, prayers and worship, wider 

information relating to food issues and discrimination as well as ways in which 

people can help to make a difference. The Dalit Solidarity resource pack is 

available for the purchase price of £5 from the MWiB Administrator - details are 

on their website: http://www.mwib.org.uk/. 

Linda Crossley, President of Methodist Women in Britain, said: “Methodist 

Women in Britain are striving to bring about justice and transformation to the 

lives of those who are most in need around the world. We are focusing our 

efforts on the needs of the Dalits because they have experienced discrimination 

and oppression for centuries; we believe that through advocacy, awareness and 

solidarity we can help to bring about change.” 

Since the launch of Methodist Women in Britain on 1 July 2011, following the 

merger of the Women’s Network in the Methodist Church and the British Unit 

of the World Federation of Methodist & Uniting Church Women, MWiB has 

enabled and empowered women around the world. Their work has helped 

projects such as the Methodist Women’s Training Centre in Kumasi, Ghana and 

the Matthew Rusike Children’s Home, Zimbabwe. MWiB has also granted 

funding to Social and Community Action projects in Britain. 

 

Sunday 12th January 2014 

The Covenant Service 

At the start of the new year Methodists make a distinctive resolution. 

The Covenant Service, often celebrated on the first Sunday of the year, is at the 

heart of Methodists' devotion and discipleship, and their dedication in working 
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for social justice. In the service the Church joyfully celebrates God's gracious 

offer to Israel that "I will be their God and they shall be my people". 

This offer is then extended beyond Israel to all women and men in Jesus Christ, 

who also provides the supreme example of what it is to live in such a 

relationship with God. 

That relationship primarily involves the corporate life of the community of God's 

people (i.e. Israel; the Body of Christ). It is concerned with individuals within 

that group. 

What God offers is a loving relationship. The Covenant is not a contract in which 

God and human beings agree to provide particular goods and services for each 

other! It is not something that we have to do to create a relationship with God. 

God has freely and graciously already made it possible. 

Rather, the Covenant is the means of grace by which we accept the relationship 

and then seek to sustain it. It is therefore not so much about getting in to a 

relationship with God as it is about staying in it. It is not about acquiring a 

relationship with God, but living within the loving relationship that God has 

already offered us. 

God's gracious offer to us is therefore simultaneously a challenge. If God is 

committed to us, are we prepared to accept that as reality and commit 

ourselves in return to God? Even if we do choose to accept it, how can we 

manage to live out our commitment adequately, frail and human as we are? 

The New Testament suggests that as we join the group of those seeking to 

follow the way of Jesus, we respond to God's challenge with him and begin to 

share his relationship with God as Father. Within the group of disciples, this 

leads to his Spirit bubbling up in us as individuals, encouraging and enabling us 

to live out our side of the relationship (i.e. "writing God's ways on our hearts" as 

Jeremiah 31 describes the Covenant). 
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Origins of the Covenant Service 

This idea of Covenant was basic to John Wesley's understanding of Christian 

discipleship. He saw the relationship with God in Covenant as being like a 

marriage between human beings (both as a community and as individuals) on 

the one side and God in Christ on the other (cf. Ephesians 5.21-33). 

His original Covenant Prayer involved taking Christ as "my Head and Husband, 

for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, for all times and conditions, to love, 

honour and obey thee before all others, and this to the death". 

Wesley recognised that people needed not just to accept but also to grow in 

relationship with God. He therefore emphasised that God's grace and love 

constantly prompts and seeks to transform us, and so we should continually 

seek and pray to grow in holiness and love. 

Over a number of years Wesley gradually saw the need for some regular 

ceremony which would enable people to open themselves to God more fully. He 

looked for some means of helping them to hear God's offer and challenge ever 

more deeply, and to allow God to prompt and enable them to respond. 

In 1755 Wesley created a form of service adapted from the works of Joseph and 

Richard Alleine. These works came from the Puritan tradition of pastoral and 

spiritual guidance. Wesley therefore insisted that the Covenant Service be 

located in a framework of pastoral care, preaching and guidance. 

This framework dealt with the corporate needs of a particular society of 

Christian disciples, and within that with the needs of individuals within that 

group. It therefore linked personal devotion with corporate worship. 

There would be a series of meetings about the Covenant involving sermons, 

explanations and exhortations. An invitation would then be issued for "those as 

will" to come to the Covenant Service. After a day's "Retreat" for people to 

prepare themselves in prayer, fasting, reflection and self-examination there 

would be the Covenant Service itself. This would be held in the context of the 

Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Wesley thought that this Sacrament brought 

into the realm of experience and made real all that was said in the Covenant. He 
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therefore urged Methodists to pay it the highest regard, to put it at the centre 

of their spiritual life and to share in it frequently. 

The process did not end with the Covenant Service. People were encouraged to 

continue to work out the implications for their lives of the fact that their 

relationship with God had been renewed in and through Christ. It was accepted 

that people might find this difficult to do without help, and might "backslide". 

There would therefore be further pastoral guidance offered to both groups and 

individuals in the weeks that followed the service.  

 

From the website of The Methodist Church 

• Methodist Council hears updates at the High Leigh Conference Centre in 

Hertfordshire on 14-15 October. 

The Council received a report outlining plans to celebrate the 40th anniversary 

of the ordination of women to the presbyterate next year. It was not until 1974 

that the Conference ordained the first women presbyters.  

The Revd Ruth Gee, President of the Methodist Conference, said: “I am proud 

and blessed to be a member of a Church that has recognised and affirmed the 

full participation of women and men in all aspects of its life and ministry. The 

ordination of women as presbyters in 1974 had been long awaited and was a 

cause for celebration. It was in the summer of 1974 that I first heard a call to 

ordained ministry in the Methodist Church; I therefore share in the joy and 

thanksgiving of the Conference in a very personal way.”  

The group planning the 40th anniversary, which includes the Revd Ruth Gee, 

stated in their report to Council that the celebration needed to enable 

participation from the original cohort of women ordained in 1974 and that 

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) should be involved in the service. 

“We rejoice that there are no structural barriers to the full participation of 

women in the life of our church but we must also be deeply concerned at the 

under-representation of women in significant leadership roles and in other parts 
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of the life of the church,” the Revd Ruth Gee added. “As we look to the future I 

pray that we will continue to recognise the imperative and the challenge to be 

an inclusive church, living the good news that all are loved and called by God. As 

we celebrate we must also commit ourselves to overcome the barriers that 

remain so that all are truly and fully welcome.” 

Council members also discussed the Joint Implementation Commission’s report 

following the ten year anniversary of the Covenant between the Methodist 

Church in Britain and the Church of England. The report considered by the 

Council stated: “Much has yet to be done in removing obstacles to growing 

together. Some of those obstacles are cultural, practical and ecclesiological. 

Others are rooted in the inertia of institutions. Our churches are being 

challenged to dig deep and to listen to what each is saying to the other in the 

name of Christ.” 

In January 2014, the Methodist Council and the Connexional Leaders Forum 

(CLF) will be asked to respond formally to the JIC reports so that, at the JIC’s 

meeting in February, their comments can help to shape the final draft of the 

short report and the resolution(s) which will be the focus of debates in the 

General Synod and the Methodist Conference. 
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Food Bank News from the SMART 

Project 

The SMART project works with asylum seekers, 

migrants and refugee families and young 

people. In general all of the families that we work with are living below the 

poverty line. SMART is very lucky to be able to offer food bank vouchers 

to some of our poorest families who are in a crisis situation. This is a 

huge help to these families and the importance of it for the children 

cannot be underestimated; it literally makes the difference between a 

child having a meal before they go to bed at night, or not.  

A couple of months ago SMART met a Romanian family at our weekly 

drop in. They explained their circumstances to us and Mum became very 

upset, describing her worry about her children and how she would be able 

to feed them over the next few days. When we met the family Dad was 

self employed and worked very hard to support his wife and five small 

children. He was waiting to be paid for this work and the family had no 

savings, other income or safety net during this time. We were able to give 

them a voucher for the food bank two weeks in a row, and because of 

this, the family and children were able to eat while they waited for his 

wages to come through. Needless to say this made a huge difference to 

the family; it took the pressure and stress off mum and dad for a couple of 

weeks and meant that the children were able to eat three meals a day, 

something that they previously were unable to do.  

The family were very grateful for the support they received from the Food 

Bank, as were the SMART staff, who were able to offer something 

desperately needed to a family in a very difficult situation.  

Rosie Tapsfield, Senior Practitioner, SMART Project 

Thank you for your donations, which as you can read in this article, 

make a real difference. Items-of-the-month for December are UHT 

long-life milk, and for January, tinned fish. 
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Taken from the Methodist Heritage News Autumn 2013 
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Wider News 

Save money on your energy bills 

Cutting your energy bills down to size and making them more affordable doesn’t 

have to mean making big changes – small measures can save you money too.  

Saving money on your energy bills is as easy as 1, 2, 3! 

1) Check - Even something as simple as paying by direct debit could save 

you £100 – talk to your provider to make sure you’re getting their best deal. 

2) Switch - You could potentially save over £200, particularly if you have 

never switched before. 

3) Insulate - Save up to £160 by making sure your home is properly 

insulated before winter, and make small everyday changes to save energy. 

Tips to stay warm and healthy this winter 

As we get older, it is harder for our bodies to detect how cold we are. But by 

following these simple steps, you can protect your health this winter. 

Don't forget to: 

• Keep your living room temperature at 70⁰F (21⁰C) 

• Keep bedroom at 65⁰F (18⁰C) 

• Keep your bedroom window closed at night when the weather is cold 

Source – the website of Age UK - www.ageuk.org.uk 

Homelessness Sunday 26th January 2014 

About Action Week 

Poverty & Homelessness Action Week has been running each year since 2008. It 

brings together two special Sundays which have been marked in UK churches 

for many years: Homelessness Sunday and Poverty Action Sunday. 



29 
 

The Week aims to: 

 raise awareness of the issues of poverty and homelessness in the UK 

 raise funds for projects and campaigns which work to tackle poverty and 

homelessness 

 involve people in campaign actions that tackle the causes of poverty and 

homelessness 

Individuals, churches and groups are all encouraged to get involved in the week: 

 Churches can run worship services to mark one of the Sundays, praying for 

vulnerable people as well as raising awareness and funds.  

Action Week is jointly organised by Church Action on Poverty, Housing Justice 

and Scottish Churches Housing Action. It is sponsored and supported by many 

other organisations. 

 

Action Week 2014: Standing alongside people in crisis 

This year we have turned to Proverbs for inspiration: “Speak up for the rights of 

all who are destitute”. 

There are people who are destitute in today’s Britain. The phenomenal growth 

of foodbanks has happened not because there is ‘infinite demand for free food,’ 

as Lord Freud put it last July – but because thousands of people have recognised 

something needs to be in place to fill gaps left by our creaking benefits system. 

Without them, families are starving. 

Low wages, zero-hours contracts, outrageous interest charges by doorstep 

lenders, benefits cuts, benefits delays, ‘sanctions’ on job-seekers – all these and 

more contribute to a Britain where many are locked out of what the rest take 

for granted.  

And there are plenty who are not destitute, but teetering on the edge. “Just two 

pay-packets away from homelessness” is how many feel. 
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So from Homelessness Sunday on 26 January to Poverty Action Sunday on 2 

February, churches across the UK are called upon to stand alongside people in 

crisis; to give, act and pray for justice. 

In the Old Testament, we see an emphasis on social duties and community 

obligations: the periodic jubilee under which property debts were wiped out; 

the importance of supporting the widow and her children, of providing for the 

stranger and the refugee. In the New Testament, Jesus demonstrates grace in 

the stories of the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son. 

These biblical approaches are a world away from the current fixation with 

driving a wedge between the poor and the comfortable in our land. Action 

Week is one opportunity for churches to stand together and speak up for 

people in poverty. 

Taken from http://www.actionweek.org.uk/about.html 
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'Hymn dictionary' published century after last version 
 

The first hymn dictionary to be written for 100 years has been 
completed. 
 
It features pop hymns, slave songs and well-known classics like 
Jerusalem among its 4,000 entries. The book, which will initially only be 
available online, took 12 years to compile and was written by academics 
at Durham and Bristol universities. 
Previous attempts to update the last, 1907 edition of the hymnology 
dictionary all ended badly, the publishers said. The original Dictionary of 
Hymnology was published in 1892. 
 
'Everest of hymnology'  
 
Bristol University's Dr Emma Hornby said the new Canterbury 
Dictionary of Hymnology would be put online in the first instance to give 
time for corrections and to enable regular updates in the future. "It was an 
enormous challenge to get the Canterbury dictionary to this stage, 
involving hundreds of experts from across the globe, dedicated to making 
the dictionary as comprehensive and compelling as possible," she said. 
The dictionary contains more than 2m words and features over 300 
contributors, from 30 countries. It does not contain lyrics but explains the 
history and meaning behind the hymns. 
 
The authors said it was intended to be an "essential reference resource 
for scholars worldwide". They said the last three people who tried to 
update the dictionary died before it was completed. "This is the Everest of 
hymnology and one of the most sensational aspects of this is that we've 
done it and survived," said Professor Dick Watson, from Durham 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FHNcQHU190LLRM&tbnid=BxmiPB3NH2amjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.festivalofsong.org.uk/ticketed-events/&ei=kVRiUta4CMbt0gXRkIDYAw&bvm=bv.54934254,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHCXm0Vf2ZW54nHTPEKXndtgO_CKw&ust=1382262267314515
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University. "People love hymns, and they are right to do so. For those that 
have them close to their hearts, this should be a delight as well as a 
remarkable source of information. "The new dictionary has been written 
by people who love hymns too, and that affection is manifested in the 
effort, detail, and accuracy of the finished project." 
 
Well-known hymns in the dictionary 
 

 Nearer My God to Thee 
 Jerusalem (And did those feet in ancient time) 
 Repton (Dear Lord and Father of Mankind) 
 Eventide (Abide with me) 
 Thaxted (I vow to thee my country) 
 Bunessan (Morning Has Broken) 

 
Further details from http://www.hymnology.co.uk/ 
 
Taken from the BBC website 19.10.13 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-24590121  

 

 

An anxious note to baby Jesus - Peter Thurston 

Dear Lord, 

I feel tired before it's even started. 
The cards (should I bother?) 
The presents (who to buy for?) 
The decorations (real or artificial?) 
The family… (enough said) 
The crowds, the hassle, the weather - 
Wake me up when it's all over. 

I know I shouldn't feel this way 
but if I'm honest, 
Advent - 
it makes me weary just thinking about it. 

Which makes me wonder, 
how was it for you? 
Were you weary too? 
Just thinking about it? 

http://www.hymnology.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-24590121
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The call, the life-long challenge, to 
hear God, 
listen to God, 
follow God? 
For those with ears to hear 
and eyes to see, 
to be God? 

All begun in makeshift circumstances. 
(Sorry, Lord, we were not better prepared - 
some things don't change.) 
A sign of things to come, 
of an uphill struggle 
to make your voice heard. 
Uphill towards Jerusalem. 
Uphill to the Mount of Olives. 
Uphill to the hill of execution. 

Hoping we would follow. 

Hoping we would understand you, 
respond to you, 
welcome you then, 
welcome you now. 

Lord, were you tired before it even started? 
Or was your love your inner energy, 
the love you received your support, 
the love you gave a light in the darkness, 
the love you give the strength I need? 

Will you help me through Advent, dear Lord, 
little one? 

Give me the grace to greet you 
without suppressed sighs of weariness. 
Give me the generosity to invite you home 
without thought to the inconvenience. 
Give me the will to rise to your demands, 
to share your love and to receive it. 
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It's not so much to ask, I know, 
when you have faced it all - 
the Advent task, the Christmas hope - 
two thousand times before. 

Source www.methodist.org.uk Advent and Christmas webpage 

 

 

 

Five short prayers for Advent and Christmas - Lynne Newland 
 

Jesus our Prince of Peace, we pray that every time a carol is sung, a Christmas 

greeting spoken, a nativity play performed, that your name be honoured and 

glorified and that hard hearts be melted to receive you afresh. Amen  

Lord Jesus, from the repetitive muzak carols heard in every shop and 

supermarket to the frantic shopping for glitzy gifts, may we, your disciples, be 

ready to grasp every opportunity to share the true meaning of Christmas with 

others. Amen 

Lord Jesus, as we await your coming, help us to look for you in the hoodie on 

our estate, the beggar on the street, the outcasts in our society and open our 

hearts to love others as you do. Amen 

 

As people strip away the Christmas wrappings may they find your precious gift 

of love within. Come Lord Jesus, Advent is ending. Amen 

Lord, I pray that your Spirit of truth and love will fill the hearts of those for 

whom Christmas has no meaning. Amen 

Source www.methodist.org.uk Advent and Christmas webpage 

 

 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/
http://www.methodist.org.uk/
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Prayers of gratitude and concern 

‘The soles of his feet have touched the earth. All hail, let there be joy’. (Carmina 

Gadelica, 56, p71.) 

On this Christmas Day, we gather with friends around us, and with sisters and 

brothers across the world, to hear good news for all the people. 

In the hungry places, where want and worry fill the days, even there, a child is 

born, and so we join the angels to proclaim: Do not be afraid. All hail, let there 

be joy 

In the darkest places, where chaos and violence are all around, even there, a 

child is born, and so we join the angels to proclaim: Peace on earth All hail, let 

there be joy 

In the lonely places, where loss and anguish haunt the heart, even there, a child 

is born, and so we join the angels to proclaim: Glory to God All hail, let there be 

joy  

O Saviour Christ, come to the hungry places, bringing hope, come to the dark 

places, bringing justice, come to the lonely places, bringing love. come again in 

Bethlehem, come in us, and through us, and even despite us. That all may join 

the angels’ song. Glory to God in the highest heaven. All hail, let there be joy. 

Source - the website of Christian Aid - www.christianaid.org.uk 

 

 

You don’t have to do it all yourself. As Mother Teresa famously told 

Bob Geldof, “I can’t do what you do and you can’t do what I do but together we 

can change the world”.  
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FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  

During December – GIVING 

1st December The Gift of Time - Those who give their time and energy to 
SCARPA, SMART and GAP – and also those with whom they are 
involved . . . . . . . . 

8th December The Gift of the Word - ‘In the beginning was the Word’ - the 
Word that came to change the world. What do our words 
convey to others? – What impact do they have?. . . . . . . 

15th December The Gift of Waiting - Those who wait in joyful anticipation – 
those who wait patiently - and those who are frustrated by 
waiting. . . . . . . 

22nd December The Gift of God’s Son - Celebrate the greatest gift of all – the 
gift of Jesus who loves us unconditionally – enough to give His 
life for us. . . . . . 

29th December The Gift of Hope - Those who look back over the year with 
regret – that they might look forward with renewed hope. . . . . 

 

During January – NEW BEGINNINGS  

5th January The Wise Men gave valuable and precious gifts – what do we 
offer of ourselves at the beginning of this year?. .  
 

12th January ‘I am no longer my own but yours’ - To whom do you belong? 
What impact will this have on your life?. . . . .  
 

19th January In One World Week – think about the new beginnings that 
would bring about peace, justice and fair trade. . . . . 
 

26th January Remember those who are homeless and those who are trying 
to offer a fresh start through their work in Local Councils and 
Housing Associations. . . . . .  
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm) 
 
January  
7th  Holiday 
14th  ‘Afternoon Tea’ with Deacon Liesl 
21st  Rev Eden Fletcher 
28th  Let’s Have a Laugh with Father Ted 
February  
4th Crafts with Jill 
11th Reflections – A Quiet Time 
18th  Afternoon Tea with Deacon Liesl including A Bring & Buy 

Stall 
25th  A Talk from Captain Dooley 
  
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
December  

3rd The Christmas Story in Art 

10th Men’s Service 

January   

  7th  Barrowburn - Medieval Fulling Mill 

14th 2 Cinemas…..Odeon 

21st Treasures of the Archives 

28th  Feet, Heat and French Doctors 

February  

4th  Actors (talk) 

11th The Forgotten Blitzkrieg 

18th  Childhood in India 

25th  Vernacular Recording Stars 
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Worship Leaders – December / January 
 

December 10.45am 6.00pm 
1st  Deacon Liesl Warren and  

Mrs Chris Carroll 
Deacon Liesl Warren 

8th Rev Glynn Lister Major Antony Mugford 
15th  Rev Eden Fletcher and Deacon 

Liesl Warren 
Major Antony Mugford 

22nd Mr David Stabler Rev Eden Fletcher 
25th  Rev Eden Fletcher  
29th  Rev Eden Fletcher and  

Major Antony Mugford 
no service 

January 10.45am 6.00pm 
5th   Mr Keith Jones Mr Peter Waugh 

12th  Rev Eden Fletcher Major Antony Mugford 
19th  Deacon Liesl Warren Rev Ian Kent 
26th  Rev Eden Fletcher Major Antony Mugford 

   

Christmas Events 
Advent Carol Service 1st December 2013 
Brunswick Carol Service 22nd December 2013 
Civic Coffee Morning 19th December 2013 
Christmas Eve Communion Service at 12 noon. 

 

Young Adults (Global Family) each Wednesday at 6.30pm (incorporating  

D-Church and Student Alpha) 

Bible Study – every Wednesday at 11.00am 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm 

Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12 noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month   

First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating, 
Sharing) 

Second Tuesday in the month Menslife@Brunswick 
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Flower Rota – December/ January 
December    

1st  ADVENT June Appleyard 

8th                                     CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

15th                                      CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

22nd                                       CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

29th                                      CHRISTMAS DISPLAY 

January   

5th  Mrs R Ross June Appleyard 

12th Mrs M Power Anne Stothert 

19th   Gail Nichol 

26th   Mr & Mrs H Elwood June Appleyard 

 
 
 

Prayer Meeting (in the Prayer Chapel in the Foyer -  

first Saturday of the month) 

 
December   

7th   10.30am – 11.30am  

January   

11th 10.30am – 11.30am  

February   

4th  10.30am – 11.30am  
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl Warren, 

Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

 

 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (February - March) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  

by 19th January 2014.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

Christmas Tree image on page 30 created using Tagxedo software – text from Eden’s Christmas articles in 2011, 2012 

and 2013 
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