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Dear Friends 

I have spent many, many hours over the past few months working in 

either Northumbria University Library or Quilliam Brothers Tea Shop, 

immersing myself in the world of essay writing. The university will 

accommodate me until 8pm, but then visitors need to leave, because 

you require a ‘smartcard’ to access it after this time. I would then 

smooch over to Quilliam Brothers, which is open from 8am to 1am(!!) 

every day except for Sundays and who claim the following of 

themselves: 

WE ARE THE PROPRIETERS OF NEWCASTLE'S BESTEST 

TEAHOUSE (AS VOTED BY OUR MUM), WHICH SERVES 

NEWCASTLE'S WIDEST RANGING VARIETIES OF TEA. 

Their mum is not wrong. I highly recommend their ‘pep-

up’ tea, a combination of lemongrass, liquorice root, 

pepper, ginger, peppermint and lemon peel – just the 

thing when the grey cells grind to a halt! They do a small 

selection of coffees too, but it is mainly teas and a great 

assortment of homemade cakes, which I strongly suspect 

are baked by the students who work there (chocolate 

brownies covered in peanut butter, anyone?) 

Moving between these two venues as a … errhm, ‘mature’ student, has just 

highlighted again for me that we are surrounded by around 100 000 students (if 

we consider the colleges as well as the universities). There are few cities which 

can boast an average age of 30, as Newcastle does, and our church is situated 

right at the heart of it all! 

Sometimes I would feel 

myself prompted, as I sit 

there, to just pray for all 

these young people around 

me, who live in such a 

http://www.quilliambrothers.com/theteahouse.php
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different world to the one in which I grew up. So many opportunities, so many 

possibilities, so much freedom; the world really does lie open before them. I do 

believe that it is a part of our calling, placed where we are, as well as our 

absolute privilege, to constantly hold them before God in prayer. Some of these 

students may one day be very influential in a variety of domains that could 

shape all of our lives. It is therefore a big responsibility that we carry as ‘The 

church at the heart of the city’. 

I found it particularly interesting being in these environments, and working on 

an essay on the topic of Fresh Expressions of Church, a particularly strong 

interest of mine. The fresh expressions website explains that “a fresh expression 

is a form of church for our changing culture, established primarily for the 

benefit of people who are not yet members of any church”. 

And so I find myself asking the question of how one could relevantly and 

effectively communicate the gospel to generations who have had absolutely no 

exposure to traditional church, but who, as plenty of research has shown, are 

very much open to spirituality. It is a myth that (young) people ‘are just not 

interested’. The truth is rather that they simply often do not consider the 

Christian faith to be an option in their search. 

This poses huge challenges for the church and ones that we simply must wrestle 

with because we have been called by God to communicate the message of his 

love to all the world, … and as I am writing this I find myself humming the tune 

to “We have a gospel to proclaim”! 

It is a humbling call, but also one that asks for wisdom, discernment and 

ultimately, somewhere along the line, sacrifice. Often sacrifice of that which we 

hold dear, but which is needed for the sake of the gospel and the growth of the 

Kingdom. Food for thought. 

On an annual basis Methodist deacons are required to attend Convocation. It is 

a part of our spiritual discipline to meet as a religious order, which is of course 

very much a dispersed community as deacons serve the church in different 

capacities up and down the country. Dispensation from attending convocation is 

very rarely granted and only in exceptional circumstances. The first time you 
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realise the strictness of this disciple, you do shake in your boots somewhat and 

wonder what on earth it is God has called you into. However all fears are 

dispelled at your first gathering and it becomes something that you eagerly 

prioritise in your diary and sense the build-up of excitement and anticipation as 

the time draws nearer to this special gathering.  

It is a time of course, of doing the 

business of The Methodist Diaconal 

Order (MDO), very much like the 

Methodist Conference. It is here that 

we are also presented with those who 

are recommended to Conference for 

ordination that particular year and 

together give thanks for all that God has done in their lives during the years of 

training and discernment. It was also at my first gathering that, to my shock, I 

realised that there was a navy blue uniform involved in this calling (something 

God failed to tell me at first!). 

Convocation is also a time of bible study, prayer, reflection, support, 

celebration, sharing experiences, learning from each other, eating together and 

staying up until very late in order to catch up with brothers and sisters whom 

you mostly only meet once a year, but who are very much a part of your 

spiritual family. 

And so it was just great to have met up with 

Eunice again and to hear a little bit about her 

life in Birmingham. Both she and John have 

settled really well into their new life and John 

has found good employment in which he is 

very happy. They have even managed a 

couple of great holidays together amongst 

their busy schedules. Newcastle and 

Brunswick will always be very dear to Eunice and she sends her deepest love to 

all her family here at church.   
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Convocation is always a great opportunity to reflect on my call to be a deacon in 

the Methodist church. I am reminded again that the MDO is “a mission focused, 

pioneering religious community committed to enabling outreach, evangelism 

and service in God's world”. It was this motto that first attracted me to the order 

as it sounded like it could be a really exciting ministry to be a part of. It also 

resonated with me in terms of the ethos of the fresh expressions movement, in 

that we are constantly to be open to where the Holy Spirit is leading us, to 

recognise the new areas of our communities that the Spirit is prompting us to 

‘pioneer into’ as it were, and to find creative and relevant ways to enable the 

church to fulfil God’s mission.  

Brunswick, for years, has been sensitive to the prompting of the Spirit and has 

been obedient in serving the needs of people beyond its worshipping 

community. The voluntary giving of many, many hours of selfless service by so 

many in our congregation, and in so many different capacities, would certainly 

have come at a cost. Personal sacrifices of time and hard work would have been 

made in order to serve the vulnerable and the needy who find their way to 

Brunswick on a weekly basis. Because of those sacrifices and the hard work, and 

because of the love and the willingness to serve where the Spirit has led, this 

church has become a haven for so many people.   

I am so proud to be able to work with a group of people who are prepared to 

give so much of themselves for the benefit of others.  

And now all this hard work has been recognised in the most prestigious way as 

Brunswick receives The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, which is the 

‘highest award given to volunteer groups across the UK’. 

Brunswick Church, together with so many other voluntary organisations who 

work tirelessly from these premises, have truly served the needs of the local 

community well and this award recognises all that you have done over the 

years. 

Eden has also asked me to pass his congratulations on to you. He writes: 
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“Please let the Brunswick folks know how incredibly proud I am of them and that 

I think it is a thoroughly well-deserved award for an incredibly hard working 

team! I feel as always the enormous privilege to be part of the ministerial team 

at Brunswick. How exciting!” 

Indeed! And so I give thanks to God for all that he has worked through you and 

pray that his blessing will continue to rest on us all as we continue to try and 

follow where he leads.  

In the words of a favourite verse always sung at the end of Convocation: 

 

This, this is the God we adore, 

Our faithful, unchangeable Friend; 

Whose love is as great as his power, 

And neither knows measure nor end. 

'Tis Jesus, the First and the Last, 

Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home; 

We'll praise him for all that is past, 

And trust him for all that's to come. 

 

With love and prayers 

Liesl 
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Young Adults @ Brunswick – Justice, Action and the Holy Spirit 

 

Hello from the young adults at Brunswick Methodist. The last few weeks 

at our young adult meetings have been fun. We’ve eaten a lot of cake and 

sang a lot of Happy Birthdays as March, April and May seem to be very 

busy birthday months. One week we celebrated three birthdays together. 

We also celebrated with Lola and Gbenga from a distance as they got 

married in Nigeria.  

 

We have been looking as a group at generosity this year 

and we recently looked at the work of Tearfund Rhythms 

and Christian Aid, particularly focusing on trafficking, 

poverty and injustice. We welcomed Helen Rafferty from 

Christian Aid to come and speak to us and she told us about 

the ‘living under the poverty line’ week she was doing. She had 

taken on the challenge of living on under £1 per day, to experience 

how many of the world live, to raise money for Christian Aid. 

Unfortunately for Helen we were eating pizza and apple pie and cream 

that night so she had the extra challenge of having to watch us eat that. 

We were challenged about the injustice and poverty in the world and on 

our doorstep and were inspired to be active in fighting injustice by 

supporting the work of these great charities, signing petitions, writing to 

government and thinking about changing the everyday ways in which we 

contribute to injustice and poverty by our lifestyles. Please pray for us as 

we take on these challenges and discuss these things further as a group. 

Please also pray for Helen and the work of Christian Aid.  

 

Also in our Student Alpha course (which we run once a 

month) we are about to look at ‘Who the Holy Spirit is 

and what does he do?’. Please pray for us, that we are 

empowered and filled as we understand more of living 

life with the Holy Spirit.  

 

Thanks  

Jill and the Young Adults 
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Meet the Congregation   

Eric Ni 

 

Hello, my name is Eric, I’m 21. I came from 

Nanjing, China. I’m now studying electric 

engineering in Northumbria University. I’m 

a second year student, but it’s my third 

year in university, because it is a 2+2 

program with my university in China. I’ve 

just been here for 7 months, so hope you 

could understand my English. 

I was hesitating whether to study overseas 

before I came here, because the tuition 

fees are really expensive for Chinese families and I have to learn live 

independently. However, I find it’s the wisest decision I’ve ever made: 

Newcastle is a wonderful city and people here are really friendly, totally 

different from the old stereotype of traditional English gentleman made by 

Hollywood films.  

What’s more, I became a Christian in Newcastle as well. I came to 

Brunswick just for friends and read Bible just for topics at the beginning. I 

didn’t believe the existence of Jesus though my grandmother is a 

Christian. However, after 2 months (during which I kept reading Bible 

everyday), I found when the centre of my life was changing from myself to 

Jesus, I feel really blessed in my daily life. Praise the Lord! 

I’ve coming to Global Family for about 4 months now. As a foreigner and 

new Christian, I felt it is my real family in UK. I have a lot of friends here: 

Jill, Geoff, Ayshayh, Joann and so on. It’s very intimidating for me in the 

beginning because of my English, however they’re really kind and helpful: 

they will introduce every English food on the table for me; they will find 

Chinese subtitles when we are watching movies and explain some 

Christian culture and English culture. I really want to say thanks to you! 
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Brunswick Church News 
 

On Saturday 10th May about 140 people gathered at Renwick House in 

Morpeth to celebrate the 100th birthday of Emily Manley, a former 

member at Brunswick. The gathering was made up of family, friends from 

Morpeth and Brunswick Methodist Churches, fellow residents at Renwick 

House, and former neighbours from St Thomas Crescent in Newcastle, 

where Emily lived for many years before moving to Morpeth. The musical 

accompaniment was provided by three young gifted musicians from King 

Edward VI High School in Morpeth. As you can see from the photos, 

Emily was very happy, and the whole event was a great success! We 

send our love and best wishes to Emily!  
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GOLDEN WEDDING INVITATION 

 
from Joan and David Thornton 

who will celebrate their Golden Wedding 
on 8th August. 

 
On Saturday 9th from 3pm to 6pm  

we are holding a tea and cake ‘At Home’  
in the lounge at Pilgrims Court, Jesmond,  

for all our local friends.   
Do join us if you can. 

 
 However, there will also be cake  

after the morning service on Sunday 10th  
for us all to share. 

 

We request NO PRESENTS 
but will be delighted to accept 

donations to Methodist Homes 
 

 

 

Listening Post 40th Anniversary 

Join us on Saturday 12th July from 1-4pm to celebrate 40 years of 

Listening Post at Brunswick. Buffet lunch provided. The celebrations will 

continue during morning worship on Sunday 13th July at 10.45am. 

 

 

Calling all musicians! - The next meeting of the music group will take 

place after the morning service on Sunday 22nd June. Please bring a 

contribution to a Faith Lunch, and also have a look through Singing the 

Faith for some new hymns/songs we could learn and bring those 

suggestions to the meeting, as well as any other pieces that you like eg, 

Taizé, Iona, etc. For further details, please speak to Richard or Liesl 

Warren. 
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Centenary of the outbreak of World War I 

As you are no doubt aware, this year marks the centenary of the outbreak 

of World War I. Britain declared war on Germany on 4 th August 1914, 

therefore the August/September edition of Brunswick News will have as 

its theme the outbreak of the war. Do you have relatives who died during 

the war? Did you hear stories about what life was like during those four 

years? Do you have any memorabilia you would like to share? Would you 

like to read (or reread!) the book ‘Birdsong’ by Sebastian Faulks and write 

a review? If so, please submit your contribution to Ruth or to the Church 

Office by 30th June 2014. 

Obviously we do not intend to glorify war; the focus will be on learning 

from war and affirming people’s memories, and proclaiming peace. There 

are of course links with our current age – post traumatic stress, asylum 

research.  

Also this year we will be restoring and re-dedicating two plaques listing 

those members of Brunswick and Central Methodist Churches who died 

during World War I. Do you have any information about any of the people 

listed? If you would like to see the plaques and read the names, please 

speak to the church office or one of the stewards. 

Thank you 
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News from the Methodist Connexion 

News release 

7 April 2014 

Heritage, mission and inter faith work top Church’s agenda 

The Methodist Council met in Leamington Spa from 5 to 7 April to 

consider some of the key issues that will be debated at this year’s 

Methodist Conference.  

 

Council members discussed the development of work on inter faith 

relations, including plans to strengthen the Church’s network of advocates 

and practitioners who work in this field.  

 

The Council also welcomed the presentation of a new policy on the 

preservation of Methodist historical artefacts. A range of guidance 

documents will be produced to help people to identify, care for and share 

such items in order to celebrate the depth and breadth of Methodist 

Heritage.  

 

How the Church might best release its buildings for mission was a key 

focus for discussion at the meeting. Council members spent time 

considering how the challenge of having ‘too many’ church buildings 

might be translated into fresh opportunities to serve and minister in local 

communities throughout Britain. 

 

The Council also received a report on a review of the post of the 

Secretary of the Conference/General Secretary, and agreed to 

recommend a new model for the structure of the senior officers of the 

Conference. Under this new model, the Secretary of the Conference 

would be the senior person in a three person team where the Assistant 

Secretary of the Conference and the Connexional Secretary will report to 

him or her.  
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“The Council’s agenda demonstrates the wide variety of challenges and 

opportunities facing the Church today,” said the Revd Gareth Powell, 

Secretary of the Methodist Council. “Many of the items which the Council 

has worked on this year will be considered at the Methodist Conference, 

which is always an opportunity for worship, debate and sharing with 

Methodists from across Britain and from our partner Churches around the 

world.” 

 

These and other matters will be debated at the 2014 Methodist 

Conference which will take place in Birmingham from 26 June to 3 July.  

 

The Methodist Council also approved a briefing on the arguments for and 

against the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) Movement in Israel/ 

Palestine. The briefing does not make a judgement on the call of the BDS 

Movement, but considers the arguments in favour and against it.  

 

 

News release 

22 May 2014 

‘Significant steps’ needed to progress Anglican-Methodist Covenant 

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York, together with the President and 

Vice-President of the Methodist Conference, have today issued a joint 

statement to their Churches. 

 

The Most Revd Justin Welby, the Most Revd John Sentamu, the Revd 

Ruth Gee and Dr Daleep Mukarji have issued the statement in response 

to a report that will be debated by the Methodist Conference and General 

Synod this year.  

 

The report, entitled The Challenge of the Covenant, recommends that 

both Churches take action to enhance unity between them, with the work 

being fully embedded in Church structures. The report also encourages 
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the Church of England to address the question of interchangeability of 

ordained ministries between the two Churches, and the Methodist Church 

to consider the possibility of a form of episcopal ministry (such as a 

‘president bishop’).   

 

The statement from the Archbishops and Methodist Presidency welcomes 

the report, stating that: 

“The time has now come for our churches to take further, significant steps 

to achieve that level of reconciliation between us and partnership in the 

gospel that will enhance our mission together in local communities and 

our shared witness to the whole of society.” 

 

The full statement can be found on the Methodist Church website 

 

Take a spin on the wheel of generosity 

People are being encouraged to spin an online Wheel of Generosity and 

commit to small acts of kindness as part of a new campaign from the 

Methodist Church. 

A Generous Life is designed to help Christians rethink what it means to 

be generous in their local contexts. 

“Every act of generosity, however small, bears witness to our generous 

and loving God,” said the Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, General Secretary of 

the Methodist Church. “Generosity can be expressed in many ways, 

whether through financial giving, dedicating your time to help someone 

else, or sharing freely your skills and creativity. A Generous Life is a great 

opportunity to rethink what it might mean for each of us to act generously 

as disciples of Jesus in our everyday lives.” 

A range of resources (including a special one-off issue of ROOTS 

magazine) is available from the Methodist Church website to help 

congregations explore their vision, commitment and generosity within the 

local church and its community. The resources are suitable for use at any 

time of year, but are ideal for Aldersgate Sunday (18 May), when 
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churches remember the day in 1738 on which John Wesley experienced 

confirmation of his salvation by the grace of God.  

As part of A Generous Life, people are also being encouraged every 

Thursday to say 'thank you' on Twitter to those who have made a 

difference in their lives, however great or small, using the hashtag 

#thankyouthursday. 

Taken from the Methodist Church website 18th April 2014 

 

The Easter Message from the President of Conference, Rev Ruth Gee, was not 

released in time for the Easter edition of Brunswick News. Since, as Christians, 

we celebrate the resurrection every day, Ruth Gee’s message is still relevant! 

 

Easter Message – Rev Ruth Gee, President of Conference 

In her Easter message, the President of the Methodist Conference has spoken of 

Mary Magdalene and the many misunderstandings about her story. Imagining 

what Mary Magdalene would say to us if she were alive today, the Revd Ruth 

Gee tells the story of Jesus's crucifixion: "I have a name and a story, precious to 

me - and to him. But for many that is not enough, or unvarnished it is too 

much...I was with him - with him right to the end - the bitter end." 

At the end of her message, the Revd Ruth Gee challenges us to hear the good 

news of resurrection afresh this Easter. "Perhaps (Mary Magdalene) would 

challenge us to live as those who know that God’s love extends to all people," 

Ruth says. "Perhaps she would ask us to listen to the voices of those who 

struggle to be heard because others regard them as unworthy."  

The full message follows:  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb…(John 20:1) 

Mary Magdalene was the first witness of the empty tomb, the first to be 

commissioned by the risen Christ. What can we, today’s disciples, learn from 

Mary Magdalene? What would she say to us? Perhaps it would be something 

like this…  

The grit in the oyster - that's me. 
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I have a name and a story, precious to me - and to him. But for many that is not 

enough, or unvarnished it is too much. 

So I, Mary of Magdala - Mary Magdalene - have become many things. 

I have a name and I was with Jesus. He healed me, he restored me. Some talk of 

seven demons - a good, complete, holy imperfect number. I was troubled - a 

great load was lifted from me and I followed him. 

They have assumed many things about my demons and, wanting more than my 

name, more than my discipleship they have woven stories around me, wrapped 

me in their own ideas and fears and prejudice. 

I became a prostitute - a more comfortable image for them - dressed in scarlet, a 

modern-day Eve (she too was laden with assumptions and fears). The fallen 

woman - well, I was fallen like you but do not try to name my sins for your 

comfort. 

To some I became weeper and foot-washer, disturber of the feast.  

I would have washed his feet. I would have let down my hair for his comfort but 

that was the service of another - I would not deprive her of it, that unnamed 

other Mary - she has her part too. 

I became extravagant anointer of feet or head - reprimanded and remembered, 

surrounded by the sweet smell of abundant love. That was not my part - not 

then. Though I am myrrh-bearer my jar was unbroken. 

Remove the layers, woven from the imagination and supposition of others, and 

what is left?  

You are left with me, with Mary of Magdala 

I was healed. 

I was with him - with him right to the end - the bitter end. 

I waited through the long hours leading to the cross. 

I stayed at his feet as he died. 

I followed him to the tomb and saw him laid there. 

I prepared spices and ointments - finding my comfort in the certainty of the 

ritual. Anticipating the final service, the anointing. 

I went to the tomb where certainty was stripped from me and the first glimmers 

of truth were revealed in the dawn. 

I was commissioned. 
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I was not believed. 

The simple truth: I was healed, accepted, with him to the end, myrrh-bearer, 

commissioned, apostle to the apostles. 

But the plain truth is too much for some - the grit in the oyster. 

Healed, accepted, commissioned. 

That is the truth. 

That is immeasurable - that is precious. 

I will fight for it. 

Perhaps this is what Mary would say. Perhaps she would challenge us to hear 

the good news of resurrection afresh this Easter. Perhaps she would challenge 

us really to live as those who know that God’s love extends to all people. 

Perhaps she would ask us to listen to the voices of those who struggle to be 

heard because others regard them as unworthy. 

Perhaps, Mary Magdalene would say these things. But most of all, most 

importantly and most urgently, I believe she would say, “Christ is risen!” She 

was healed, accepted and commissioned to share the good news – so am I – so 

are you. 

Will you accept the commission? 

Come share our Easter joy 

That death could not imprison, 

Nor any power destroy, 

Our Christ, who is arisen! 

(Fred Pratt Green)    Methodist Church website 18.04.14 

 

Prayer for the Summer Solstice  

Jesus, thank you for Summer. 

Thank you for light and warmth. 

Thank you for the sun. 

Thank you for the gifts of nature and for the annual cycles and seasons. 

Today, give us that grace again, to see you as the Creator, the One who lifts us 

up to be with you forever, even now. Amen.   

© Source unknown 
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It has been announced on 2nd June 2014 from Buckingham Palace that 

 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service 

 has been awarded to 

Brunswick Methodist Church, Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

An MBE for Brunswick! 

 
This is in recognition of the outstanding contribution that the Church and 

its volunteers make to the community here in the city centre, by the care, 
support, friendship and hospitality which we offer to some of the most 

vulnerable people in our society. 
 

We have been granted this prestigious award as a result of the daily hard 
work and efforts of our many volunteers, in the Coffee Shop, Listening 

Post, Brunswick Friendship Group, Luncheon Club, Ubuntu etc.  
 

When we set about calculating how many people volunteered at 
Brunswick, we were astonished to find that they number about 80 people. 

 

In addition to our volunteers, Brunswick also 'houses' many organisations 
who serve the people of the city, eg. Scarpa, the Changing Lives Project, 

the Salvation Army, the International Student Centre, a number of self-
help groups, such as AA, and many charities. Their work is enabled by 

the safe, comfortable and supportive environment of the Church. 
 

We are delighted that the valuable work done by our volunteers is being 
recognised in this way and we thank everyone for all that they do to 

support the work and mission of the Church, as we seek to serve the 
Living God. 

 
 

P.S. We will celebrate 'properly' when the formal presentation of the 
Queen's Award is made in the autumn. 
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On Thursday 3rd April Brunswick was privileged to host 

the relaunch event of the Methodist Relief and 

Development Fund. The evening was attended by a 

range of people from across our District, and also by 

Rev Leo Osborn, District Chair, and Rev Ruth Gee, 

President of Conference. By the time we came to the 

coffee break half way through the evening, we had 

been told that MRDF is now to be known as All We 

Can, the Methodist relief and development partner. 

This new name was chosen to reflect its commitment 

to tackle poverty, and was inspired by words 

attributed to John Wesley, the founder of 

Methodism: 

Do all the good you can. By all the means you can. In all the ways you can. In 

all the places you can. At all the times you can. To all the people you can. As 

long as ever you can.  

Here are some excerpts from the press release issued on 8th April: 

The charity’s new strategy and strengthened identity are the result of a wide-

ranging strategic review, carried out over the last year, involving supporters, 

staff, volunteers and overseas partners. 

Maurice Adams, Chief Executive of All We Can, says: “Over the years All We Can, 

under various names, has provided support and resources to many millions of 

people in great need. Our vision for the next chapter in the story of Methodist 

relief and development work seeks to build upon our strengths and heritage. 

This change has been inspired by our past so that we can continue the work for 

the future”. 

“We believe that our collaborative approach to tackling poverty, rooted in 

Christian principles and Methodist values, is more relevant than ever. We have 

refocused our work to better support our partners – including churches, 

organisations and individuals – to bring about lasting change in their 

Simeon Mitchell - Director, 

Communications and Marketing & 
Deputy Chief Executive 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/
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communities. Our new identity reflects the renewal of our commitment to work 

in partnership and to do all we can for those who need us most.” 

Maurice Adams explains: “As part of 

our strategic review, we considered 

the organisation’s identity and the 

way we present ourselves. We had 

recognised for some time that the 

name we adopted nearly 30 years ago 

no longer accurately reflected the 

work we do – having been much 

more than simply a fund for many 

years – and that it was not helping us in the challenging tasks of raising our 

profile and increasing support. Our new name and strengthened identity 

reflects our future role and vision, as well as our Methodist roots and heritage.” 

Increasing impact 

As part of the charity’s plans to increase its impact in the future, today it also 

launched a new initiative to help churches and faith-based organisations in poor 

communities effectively to meet the needs of their neighbours. 

Over five years, this aims to reach one million people with sustainable long term 

support, through the efforts of one thousand churches across ten countries. 

“Religion is central to many societies and communities. Faith groups are often 

highly trusted, active in even the most remote communities, and the first group 

to which the poor turn in times of need and crisis,” commented Maurice Adams. 

“Our new Church CAN (Church Community Action for Neighbours) 

initiative builds on All We Can’s existing strengths in partnering with small local 

organisations, by working in collaboration with churches and offering training 

and support so that they can effectively respond to the needs of their local 

communities.” 
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The initiative will focus on Methodist church partners in developing countries, 

and has been developed in co-operation with the World Church Relationships 

team of the Methodist Church in Britain. 

Going where the need is greatest 

All We Can has always been committed to reaching the most marginalised 

people where the need is greatest, and will continue to focus on communities 

which are often overlooked and underserved by larger agencies. 

Revd Dr Martyn Atkins, General Secretary of the Methodist Church in Britain, 

said: “John Wesley famously said ‘Go not only to those that need you, but to 

those that need you most.’ One of the important things about All We Can 

through its history has been the focus upon people truly on the margins. 

Methodists have great resonance with that idea that you listen to people who 

no one else seems to care about, and yet make enormous differences to their 

lives.” 

Do all you can 

British Methodism has always had a strong commitment to social justice and 

practical compassion, and All We Can continues to reflect those values. The 

charity is using the launch of All We Can to invite Methodists to renew their 

commitment to doing all they can to contribute to the alleviation of poverty and 

speak out against injustice. Tim Baker, a volunteer coordinator for All We Can in 

the Thames Valley Circuit, said: “All We Can is about doing all that I can, all that 

we can, all that the people involved in the charity and in Methodism can do to 

bring about a better, safer, less broken world.” 

This prayer was used at the relaunch event in Brunswick on 3rd April: 

Prayer of affirmation and dedication 

Leader:  We choose to do all the good we can. 

All:  We serve a God who is good to us.  

Leader:  We choose to use all the means we can.  

All:  We serve a God who has done his all for us. 
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Leader:  We choose to use all the ways we can.  

All:  We serve a God who has given us The Way. 

Leader:  We choose to go to all the places we can. 

All:  We serve a God who made his place with us. 

Leader:  We choose to give all the time we can. 

All:  We serve a God beyond all time. 

Leader:  We choose to go to all the people we can. 

All:  We serve a God who took on flesh.  

Leader:  We choose to do this as long as ever we can. 

All:  We serve a God who has given us life. 

We do all we can for the honour and glory of God. Amen. 

 

Written by Claire Welch, All We Can 

 

 

 

Brunswick News 2014 

Issue Deadline for 

submissions  

Theme Publication 

Date 

Aug / Sep 20.07.14 Commemoration 

of the outbreak 

of World War I 

03.08.14 

Oct / Nov 21.09.14  05.10.14 

Dec / Jan 23.11.14 Advent and 

Christmas 

07.12.14 
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The Methodist Church 

News Release 16.04.14 

 

Latest foodbank figures 'should shock and anger’ say Churches 

900,000 needing to use foodbanks “should shock and anger us”. 

Figures “should lead Government to examine why the post-Welfare Reform 

benefits system allows so many people to go hungry”. 

Leaders of the Methodist Church, Baptist Union of Great Britain and United 

Reformed Church have responded with concern to the latest figures from the 

Trussell Trust, released today [16.04.14]. 

 

“These figures should shock and anger us,” said Methodist President the Revd 

Ruth Gee. “Hunger should not and need not be a problem in a rich country like 

the UK – and yet clearly it is. We thank God for foodbanks, which provide a vital 

lifeline to people who would otherwise be forced to go hungry. 

 

“Wherever I have travelled in my year as President I have asked the same two 

questions: do you have a foodbank here and have you seen increased need for 

it? 

 

“Wherever I have travelled the answers to both questions have been ‘yes’ and I 

am not hearing about small increases in need; I am hearing about huge leaps in 

demand and foodbanks that are struggling to keep up.”  

 

The Trussell Trust highlights static incomes, rising living costs, low pay, 

underemployment and problems with welfare, especially sanctioning, as 

significant drivers of the increased demand. Yesterday, the Department for 

Work and Pensions published research that shows that a third of families 

affected by the Benefit Cap have already had to cut spending on essential items 

such as food, while more than one in ten of these families have needed to 

borrow money to make ends meet – often from payday lenders.  
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“Over 900,000 people needing the help of a foodbank should lead the 

Government to examine why the post-Welfare Reform benefits system allows 

so many people to go hungry," added the Revd Stephen Keyworth, Faith and 

Society Team Leader for the Baptist Union of Great Britain. “Churches and 

others are doing sterling work reaching out to help folk in need but this isn't 

how it should be. 

 

“It is a great testimony that so many people have given up time and money to 

meet this need - it is a great tragedy that so many more families find themselves 

in such need. 

 

“It is not credible to deny there are more people who are hungry – these figures 

should spur us on to address the important question of why there are more 

people hungry”. 

 

The Revd Gee has written a blog on her experiences travelling the country and 

talking to churches that run foodbanks. 

 

Last year the Churches, together with the Church of Scotland, published a 

report highlighting the myths about poverty in the UK today. One of the most 

destructive myths - fuelled by "shirker and striver" rhetoric - is that people who 

live in poverty are lazy and work shy. 

 

Newcastle West End Food Bank 

A message from the Project Manager, Michael Nixon: 

‘We are now firmly established as the busiest 

foodbank in the UK and have fed 23,500 in our first 

year. The next busiest is Coventry with 9,000. My grateful thanks to all of you - 

without your efforts many families would have been left facing great hardship 

last winter.’ 
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When asked ‘why’ we are the busiest (Trussell Trust) Food Bank in the UK, the 

answer has two main themes: geographical location of the Food Bank, and 

benefit sanctions. It happens that the West End Food Bank, based at the Church 

of the Venerable Bede on the West Road, is surrounded by private rented 

accommodation, much of it lived in by those on low incomes and with no, or 

very little, work. The Food Bank is within walking distance for many of these 

people, who would not be able to afford the bus fare if they had to travel even a 

couple of miles further to visit the Food Bank.  

The other reason, sanctions, affects many people in this country, not just in 

Newcastle. It is becoming a common occurrence for those claiming Job Seeker’s 

Allowance, Sickness benefit, and other benefits, to have their benefit stopped or 

suspended, not always for reasons which are easy to understand, and an appeal 

against a decision can take weeks. In the meantime, these people do not have 

enough money to make ends meet, so they end up having to visit a Food Bank 

to get some emergency food supplies.  

In order to have enough food to meet the demand, Food Banks elsewhere in the 

country who collect more food in donations than they distribute, now give that 

food to the West End Food Bank, which means that staff at West End are 

frequently travelling to places like Lincoln, Cumbria, Durham to collect food. The 

Trussell Trust facilitate and encourage this ‘redistribution’ of food so as to make 

the best use of resources. 

This (edited) paragraph appeared in Brunswick News in February/March 2014 

and is still relevant: Donations from churches and organisations such as 

Brunswick are vital; there are now regular supermarket collections, at Tesco, 

Morrison, Asda, which bring in anything from ¼ tonne to 5 tonnes; bag-packing 

at Sainsbury to raise funds; using donated money to buy in food; one-off 

donations from supermarkets of a single item; and about £400-worth of bread 

buns, sausage rolls, loaves, hot cross buns etc donated by Greggs on each 

opening day of the Food Bank – and given out to food bank clients on the same 

day, for immediate consumption. 



27 
 

Please help yourself to a leaflet about the work of the Food Bank – these are in 

the folder attached to our collection box in the worship area.  

Food Bank – June/July Items-of-the-Month - Tinned Food, UHT Milk, Instant 

Coffee, Granulated Sugar. Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food 

Bank staff are not allowed to split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a 

challenge! Also, please feel free to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags 

beside the food bank box - they are used to put the food in for the clients. 

Many thanks for your support, it is all very valuable! 

Ruth Colclough 

 

 

SUMMER FLOWERS  

 

No floral design  

Can be as grand, 

As Our Father's array 

That dots the land. 

 

Splashes of colour 

Stippled with white, 

Daisies and lily 

Seeking the light. 

 

When warmed by the sun 

And wet with dew, 

Pleasures are many 

Worries are few. 

 

 

 

 

Heaven will feed them 

It's promised you know,  

Their occupation 

Merely to grow.   

   

Mary Mona Dorman 

From the website of Hope 

Christian Reformed Church in 

Ontario 

http://www.hopecrc.ca/                     

Reproduced with permission 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=e2NR1wookUqw1M&tbnid=SvIzW6HzG3TCLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.myclimatechangegarden.com/blog/kew-revives-wild-flower-meadows&ei=E9BvU8HMOKjX0QXM7YHgCg&bvm=bv.66330100,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGUqU9ju9720EM3XkUtWIKZYiSH3A&ust=1399923060987091
http://www.hopecrc.ca/
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FOR YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS  

During JUNE - MILESTONES 

Week beginning 

1st June The joy of new life brings with it challenges, opportunities and 

responsibilities ...... 

8th June 

 

Pentecost – Anniversaries – Birthdays – mark milestones on our 

journey – which way next for you? 

15th June 

 

On Refugee Sunday – those who leave the trauma of their 

homeland to search for a new, safer life ...... 

22nd June At the end of the exam season – those moving on to the world of 

employment or further studies ...... 

29th June As the Methodist Conference meets in Birmingham – remember 

those who will be ordained today and those being given 

permission to retire – the decisions that will be taken...... 

    

During JULY - HOSPITALITY 

Week beginning 

6th July Hospitality across the globe as symbolised by the gathering of 

many nations for the Football World Cup in Brazil ...... 

13th July The hospitality offered by Action for Children – through family 

support, adoption and fostering and specialist schools – and 

the 7 projects in this area  ...... 

20th July The hospitality of the home – those who visit us and those we 

visit ...... 

27th July The hospitality offered through the leisure industry – and also 

in sheltered housing, care homes and nursing homes ...... 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
 

Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm) 

June  

3rd  Do you Remember When?  

10th  Hand in Hand – Speaker: Denise Murray 

17th    Quiz 

24th  ‘War Baby’ to ‘Daft as a Brush’ – Speaker: Brian Bernie 

July  

1st      History of the Cooperative Movement – Speaker: Bill Saunders 

8th Rev Eden Fletcher 

15th  Rev Glyn Evans 

22nd     Strawberry Tea – This will be the last session until September 

  

  
 Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

June  

3rd   History of the North Tyne – Speaker: Mr John Clark 

10th A Look Back at ICI – Speaker: Dr Kath Smith 

17th     Washington’s Crossing – Speaker: Prof R Madeley 

 24th  Crystal Palace – Speaker: Bill Bland 

July  

1st     Duelling and Fencing – Speaker: Dr Jared Johnson 

8th  Tanzania – Speaker: Ms Brenda Longstaff 

  15th   Annual General Meeting 
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Worship Leaders – June/July 
 

June 10.45am 6.00pm 

1st     Rev Dr Keith V Garner Mrs Chris Carroll 

8th Rev Canon Leo Osborn (Holy 

Communion) 

Major Antony Mugford 

15th  Rev Ian White Rev Glynn Lister (Holy 

Communion) 

22nd 

            29th  

Deacon Liesl Warren 

Mr David Thornton 

Major Antony Mugford 

Mr Andrew Clark 

 

             July 10.45am 6.00pm 

6th      Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher and  

Major Antony Mugford  

13th  Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy 

Communion) 

Rev Ian M Kent 

20th  Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher (Holy 

Communion) 

27th     Mr David Stabler Rev Eden Fletcher and 

Major Nigel Gotobed 
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Flower Rota – June/July 
June    

1st     Mrs M Fentum Ann Stothert 

8th  Mr & Mrs R Phillips June Appleyard 

15th   Mrs A Stothert Ann Stothert 

22nd  

29th     

Miss A Yeats 

Mrs C Ward 

Gail Nichol 

Ann Stothert 

                                        

July   

6th    TBA June Appleyard 

13th Mrs M Green-Steele TBA 

18th  Rev & Mrs I White Diana White 

25th     Mr & Mrs R Burge Gail Nichol 

 

Prayer Meeting (in the Prayer Chapel in the Foyer - 

first Saturday of the month) 

June   

7th   10.30am – 11.30am  

July   

5th    10.30am – 11.30am  

August   

2nd   10.30am – 11.30am  
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Young Adults (Global Family) each Wednesday at 6.30pm (incorporating  

D-Church and Student Alpha) 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm   

Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first 

Friday of each month   

First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S. (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, 

Eating, Sharing) 6.30pm 

 

Be a Royal Volunteer! 
 
In order to continue our missional work in Brunswick, we are always seeking 
volunteers to share their talents in many ways. Could you help? There are 
plenty of jobs to be done – many connected with food and drink, but not all! Do 
you have IT skills? Could you help with admin? Do you love meeting and 
welcoming new people (not just on Sundays)? Have you a good listening ear?  
 
If you feel called to help us in Brunswick, please speak to our Deacon, Liesl, who 
will be delighted to discuss this with you, and together, discern how your gifts 
can best be used.    
 
In the words of our minister, Eden Fletcher: ‘Serving, like prayer or fellowship or 
worship, is simply an intrinsic part of our faith, rather like breathing air - it is 
second nature to us and something for which we seek no earthly reward.’ 

 

Other events in June and beyond 

June 8th - Circuit Service at 3pm at Jesmond Methodist Church - 50th 

Anniversary Service to commemorate the establishment of the Methodist 

Housing Association (MHA). The service will be led by Rev. Rob Hawkins and Ken 

McKenzie and the Preacher will be Rev. Dr. Keith Albans (Director of Spirituality 

at MHA). 
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June 22nd - Calling all musicians! The next meeting of the music group will take 

place after the morning service on Sunday 22nd June. Please bring a contribution 

to a Faith Lunch, and also have a look through Singing the Faith for some new 

hymns/songs we could learn and bring those suggestions to the meeting, as well 

as any other pieces that you like eg, Taizé, Iona, etc. For further details, please 

speak to Richard or Liesl Warren. 

 

July 12th - from 1-4pm to celebrate 40 years of Listening Post at Brunswick. 

There will a short service of thanksgiving and a Buffet lunch provided.  The 

celebrations will continue during morning worship on Sunday 13th July at 

10.45am. 

 

August 13th - Brunswick Day Trip to Epworth Rectory. See Howard Chapman for 

more details. 

 

August 31st – Circuit Service at 6pm at St Andrew's, Benton - Welcome Service 

for Rev. Gavin Hume and Celebration of the New Connexional Year - led by Rev. 

Leo Osborn 

 

September 28th – Circuit Service at 6pm at Heaton Methodist Church - led by 
Rev Leo Osborn 
 
 
October 18th - Mish Kelly, Director of Music Outreach at Durham Cathedral, will 

lead a morning and afternoon workshop at Durham Cathedral for singers from 

the Newcastle and Darlington Methodist Districts, ending with participation in 

Evensong in the cathedral at 5.15 pm. James Lancelot, the cathedral organist, 

will play for this service. 
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl Warren, 

Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (August - September) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  

by 20th July 2014.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 

or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

 

mailto:admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
http://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk/

