
 



2 
 

Dear Friends, 

I hope that you have enjoyed some relaxation over the summer period either on 

holiday away or at home. This summer I spent five days 

walking along the 73 miles of Hadrian’s Wall, or what’s left of 

it, and a few extra miles to compete the pathway. As I 

trudged my way along through wind and rain and scorching 

sun - a typical British summer! - a number of things went 

through my mind. Firstly, what on earth was Emperor 

Hadrian thinking? Here at the most northerly corner of the 

Roman Empire, often in miserable, cold conditions the wall was constructed by 

thousands of men, each stone mason being supported by eight labourers, to 

defend the powerful Roman Empire from a very sparsely populated land. What 

a strange thing to do!  

Thousands of tonnes of heavy rocks had to be carried miles to build the eight 

foot high by six feet wide wall and many died in the process. The long walk 

afforded me time to reflect on the immense amount of effort it takes to build a 

wall and ultimately, for what purpose? 

A wall is to divide, to separate. A wall can be for security, the protection of 

humans from wild animals for example or protection of 

a delicate coastline from damage by the pounding of the 

sea. But so often throughout human history we have 

built walls to divide each other. Remember the Berlin 

Wall separating East and West Germany begun in 1961 

supposedly protecting socialists from fascists, finally 

torn down in 1989 with President Reagan’s words 

ringing in our ears: ‘Tear down that wall..’ 

Think of the wall being erected by Israel in 

the West Bank along the 1949 Armistice line 

or ‘Green Line’ and which, if completed, will 

eventually run for 430 miles. Whilst Israel 

reports that the number of attacks in Israel 
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has reduced significantly Palestinians find themselves imprisoned, cut off from 

jobs, education and religious observance.  

And of course there is the Great Wall of China which is actually a collection of 

walls built throughout the centuries, possibly 

begun as early as the 7th century BC, and at 

various times brought together covering a 

distance of over 13,000 miles. The wall was 

constructed along the historical northern border 

of China to protect the Chinese Empire or its 

prototypical states against intrusions by various 

nomadic groups or military incursions by various warlike peoples or forces. 

We have then a world full of walls built to prevent others from attacking us, 

built to keep others out, built to protect us, to separate us. But the thing that I 

reflected on as I trudged along was that, on the whole, walls fail. On the whole, 

walls simply exacerbate and prolong a bad situation for whichever side of the 

wall you find yourself.  

And perhaps the greatest walls are in fact not those built of rock or brick or 

concrete. The greatest walls and those most difficult to overcome are those we 

build inside our heads. These internal walls are built through personal hurts or 

tragedies, being let down or seemingly rejected and we erect our internal wall 

for personal protection. But if we are not careful that wall becomes so solid and 

immovable that we find ourselves hiding behind it, cowering behind it afraid to 

come out or to let anyone in.  

When Jesus saw Matthew the tax collector he said, ‘Matthew come and follow 

me’. When Jesus saw Zaccheus stuck up a tree he said ‘Zaccheus come down - 

I’m coming right into your home for tea’. When Mary came and anointed his 

feet he let her do it. When the woman was 

threatened with being stoned for adultery, he 

said ‘let him who is without sin cast the first 

stone’ and she went free. When he met the 

woman at Jacob’s well in Gentile territory he said 
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‘Woman, if you knew who it was asking you for a drink of water you would ask 

him and he would give you living water and you would never need to come here 

again.’ All of these incidents and so many more are stories of Jesus tearing walls 

down, walls of separation, walls of gender, inequality, race, disease and 

sickness, colour, status and power, personal tragedy and insecurity, low self-

esteem, guilt and shame. Jesus comes to tear down walls that divide, bringing 

healing and reconciliation, newness and fullness of life for all. What walls does 

Jesus need to tear down for you or for us as a Christian community? Who or 

what do you fear so much that you have built a wall? Jesus comes to restore 

and to offer a better, a new life. 

And it is this newness of life that we celebrate this season as we rejoice that the 

harvest is again gathered in that we might have food to eat. But of course it is 

not just for us but for all, so our harvest will reflect on a just and equal sharing 

of God’s generosity as we challenge and seek to destroy that wall of inequality.  

It was a long and at times arduous walk along Hadrian’s way with many twists 

and turns, steep inclines, hills and valleys, peaks and troughs – an echo of life 

itself -  and what a joy to reach the end, it was definitely worth it. 

Let us pray that walls will decrease, walls will be destroyed in our world and in 

our lives, that we shall not be afraid but in fact be liberated under God’s offer of 

new life in Christ 

‘Christ is the reason we are now at peace. He made us Jews and you who are not 

Jews one people. We were separated by a wall of hate that stood between us, 

but Christ broke down that wall. By giving his own body,’ Ephesians 2:14 

Every blessing to you  

                       Eden 

And finally.. 

You will all by now have received the news that I shall be moving on at the end 

of this Connexional year, so sometime in August 2015. I have been accepted for 

a World Church appointment which has yet to be confirmed as we are presently 
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working on the details. I am both excited by what I believe to be the call of God 

and of course saddened by leaving Brunswick and the Circuit which has been my 

home for the past eight years. There will be opportunities for farewell speeches 

later. Suffice to say that we have a full year of ministry ahead which I am looking 

forward to immensely and during which I feel convinced we shall continue to 

sense the guiding hand of God and his blessing upon us. Please pray for me as I 

will continue to pray for you. 

 

Dear Friends,  

The 1st of September 2014 has come all too 

quickly and with it the realisation that I have 

been at Brunswick for a full year already. In 

one sense I want to ask the question: ‘where 

has the time gone?’ and yet in another I must 

admit that Richard and I very quickly felt like 

we were part of the Brunswick family (thanks to our fantastic welcome and 

everyone making us feel so at home) and so sometimes it does feel like we have 

been here longer.   

The last year has been jam-packed with all sorts of new experiences, challenges, 

growth opportunities, joys, and laughter. Shadowing Eden and learning from his 

example of how to inhabit the role of a minister has been inspirational and eye-

opening, and Brunswick is an incredibly vibrant and colourful place that lends 

itself wonderfully to teaching one how to respond to the moment and to be 

open to the voice of God speaking in all sorts of ways throughout the corridors 

and rooms of this great building. The combination of hard work, plenty of 

humour and a deep sense of God’s presence is for me how Christian ministry 

should be and I am so glad that I have found it all here. 

Since the last Conference (and before) there has been a lot of conversation 

about the future of Methodism: whether we are still relevant as a 

denomination, whether we still have a future and a contribution to make. 
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When I reflect on the past year, my spirit cries: ‘YES! Absolutely’. So much good 

has already  been done, as the receiving of the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 

Services proves, and yet there is still so much to be done and most of all, God 

does not seem to have given up on us yet.  

As I attend gatherings of fellow probationers working across our district and 

learn from their stories as well, it seems that everywhere there are signs of new 

beginnings, new life, new hope – sometimes only small, but that is how growth 

works. 

It would seem that God has brought us to a place where we are realising once 

again that we need to re-engage with God and his mission at a much deeper 

level and seeking God’s presence for ourselves and for the church afresh must 

be our highest priority. 

When Eunice was with us recently, she reminded us of the story of Jacob 

meeting God in a dream and Jacob’s words afterwards: ‘Surely the Lord is in this 

place, and I did not know it’. In the hustle and busyness of Brunswick, I have 

come to learn that there is indeed an open heaven to be found here, and 

whenever we take the time to be still, to pray, to worship, to tune into God, we 

can identify his Hand everywhere and constantly at work amongst us.  

So, at the start of this new connexional year, I am full of hope and expectation 

to see where God will lead us over the next twelve months. I look forward to 

more praying together, more studying of God’s Word together, more discerning 

of God’s promptings and a greater boldness in the mission field together; I look 

forward to more celebrating, more ways of sharing this incredible treasure that 

we have in Jesus with others and I especially look forward to an ever-growing, 

deepening awareness and experience of the presence of Almighty God amongst 

us. 

With love and prayers  

Liesl 
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Students and Young Adults 

This term we are welcoming back all of our students and young adults and 

saying a big welcome to new students from all over the world and the UK who 

are coming to study at our universities and colleges. 

We have a packed programme over the next few months for our Thursday night 

meetings including a BBQ at Liesl and Richard's house, the Christmas meal, 

Scavenger hunts around the city, vintage film nights and guest speakers who will 

inspire us in our faith.  

Pray for us as we welcome new students. Please pray that Brunswick becomes a 

place of real welcome to them where they can find a home and a place of 

sanctuary, friendship, discipleship and love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City walk – the Quayside                                        Tea and cake @ Quilliam                            

         Brothers Tea Shop 

Over the next few weeks some of us are starting the IGNITE course at JMC 

(Jesmond Methodist Church). We hope this will be inspiring and challenging, 

and that it will equip us to worship and serve God in new ways together. There 

are six of us going this year and we hope more will go on the course next year. 
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M10 Mission – Ensenada, Mexico 

This summer I joined an excitable team of 26 

16-18 year olds to embark on a trip of a 

lifetime to Ensenada, Mexico. I, along with five 

other team leaders, travelled by coach with 

the team down to Heathrow in the very early 

hours of a sunny July morning. The journey 

was going to be long. We had to fly from 

Heathrow to Seattle, then Seattle to San Diego, then from San Diego 

we travelled through the Mexican border and down by coach to Ensenada. 

We stayed on a YWAM base right on the beach and were sent out to work in 

different environments around Ensenada each day. 

Day 1: Exhausted from travelling we spent the day relaxing and getting to know 

the local area (including the beach). 

Day 2: We went to a women’s rehabilitation Centre where we painted, laid 

concrete, wired an out building for electricity and landscaped their yard. 

Day 3: We went to Kids Kingdom Orphanage where we primed and painted a 

boundary wall, cleared wasteland, cleaned and decorated parts of the house 

and we played with the kids.  

Day 4: We went to a safe house for children and 

replaced the roof, painted the outside of the 

house and painted the Sunday school room.  

Day 5: We took the children from the safe house 

to the beach for games and a picnic. 

Day 6: We went to a nearby hill village to serve 

the community and hold a sports and fun day 

for the children. We then had a football 

tournament England v Mexico (Mexico won). 
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Day 7: Sunday – we went up to a place called Prayer Mountain and ate 

doughnuts and coffee while we reflected on our experience so far. We then 

went to church together and had an afternoon at ‘La Bufadora’, a tourist 

market, where we bought souvenirs and ate far too many tacos and churros. 

Day 8: We separated into two teams to build two houses for local families who 

were in desperate need. We built the frame, painted the outer wooden panels, 

constructed the roof trusses, put up the main walls and most of the roof and 

fixed on the roof boards.  

Day 9: We put felt on the roof, doors, 

windows, put up plasterboard and 

painted the interior, wired the house so 

there was electricity for light and a stove. 

We ate fish tacos with the family (they 

provided the meal for us on the second 

day). We then trimmed the interior and 

exterior and added furniture and kitchen 

facilities.  

Day 10: We travelled home. 

We had an amazing time 

and an experience that 

inspired us to serve more 

and be thankful for the lives 

we have. Many of the 

young people were struck 

by the attitudes and faith of 

the families that were 

desperately poor but were so thankful to God for the little they had. To learn 

more about M10 missions visit their website: www.m10.org.uk/index.php. 

Jill Foster 

Young Adult Worker 
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Reflections on Harvest 

The season of Harvest has come round once again. Churches are adorned with 

flowers, fruit and vegetables - a colourful array of the fruits of the earth. It's 

good to stop and reflect, to give thanks for the food we so often take for 

granted and to remember the people who play a part in bringing the food to our 

tables. It's a challenge to explore the importance of fair trade, and to consider 

looking for fairly traded goods whenever possible. 

Perhaps, also, we can take the opportunity to reflect on the harvest that our 

lives and our actions might produce. Every action is the sowing of a seed, and 

every seed has the potential to produce fruit. If more people sought to sow 

seeds of God's love, strengthened and guided by His Spirit, the world would 

begin to change: "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control." (Galatians 5: 22-23). It 

sounds very simple, yet the world is crying out for the harvest of God's love. Let 

us begin where we are, in our homes, in our neighbourhoods, at our places of 

work, at the bus stop and in the supermarket queue. Let us sow in love and 

faith; let us ask the Lord of the Harvest for a bumper crop! 

For the harvests of his Spirit, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the good we all inherit, 

Thanks be to God; 

For the wonders that astound us, 

For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us, 

Thanks be to God. 

(F. Pratt Green) 

 

Chris Carroll 

Layworker 
 

 



Supermarket Harvest 

 

What does Harvest mean to me? 

I neither sow nor reap, 

But glean through supermarket 

shelves 

To pluck what’s going cheap. 

 

No mellow fruitfulness is here, 

But sterile, tidy tins, 

And crops all smart in cardboard 

coats 

And glossy plastic skins. 

 

No harmony of autumn leaves – 

But glaring lies entice, 

And labels scream: ‘There’s ten 

pence off. 

It’s cheap at half the price!’ 

 

No sound of tractors in the fields, 

But cram-full trolleys clash, 

And jingling tills bind sheaves of 

notes, 

And gather in the cash. 

 

No need to plough and scatter 

now 

The good seed on the ground: 

With canned, convenient, frozen 

food 

It’s harvest all year round! 

 

So through these claustrophobic 

fields 

Robot-like I roam – 

And long for fragrant country air 

And joys of harvest home. 

 

And chapels heaped with fruit and 

flowers, 

Arranged with homely art, 

Where grateful mortals yield to 

God 

The harvest of the heart. 

 

So through that soulless check-

out point, 

Bring all you can afford – 

And check in here at Brunswick 

And come and praise the Lord! 

 

 

Arnold Kellett 

Ichthus Magazine, vol 155, issue 3 
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NEWCASTLE WEST END FOOD BANK 

 

In an average week the Newcastle West End Food Bank 

provides sufficient food for nine meals (three breakfasts, 

three lunches and three dinners) for 150 families, 90 couples and 50 single 

people. These are people who have been pushed into poverty through changes 

and delays to the benefit system and are able to provide evidence of need. 

Many of the people using our service are excluded from favourable credit terms 

and rely on loans with high interest payments and pay for fuel via card activated 

meters. 

 

Every week we distribute 700 tins of beans or spaghetti, a similar number of tins 

of soup and fish or meat. We also distribute approximately 300 tins of tomatoes 

or pasta sauce, as well as dried pasta, rice and noodles. 

 

Much of our food comes through faith groups and workplace collections as well 

as regular supermarket collections. However we still need to make significant 

purchases of food to meet need. 

 

We can only stock two or three days’ worth of food in our warehouse and some 

items are always in short supply, for example tinned tomatoes and sauces. 

 

Heat or Eat? 

 

As reported previously in this magazine, the West End Food Bank is the largest 

Trussell Trust Food Bank in the country. It routinely provides food for about 

1000 people. Over the summer this figure has dropped to about 800. Why? The 

Food Bank staff believe numbers have dropped because people have more 

money to spare as they are not paying such large utility bills. Numbers are 

expected to go up again as the weather turns and people have to spend their 

limited resources on fuel. The typical heat or eat dilemma. 
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October Item-of-the-Month – Pasta or Curry Sauce 

November Item-of-the-Month – Tinned Tomatoes 

Please donate 'normal' sized food items - the Food Bank staff are not allowed to 

split packets of food, so 5kg bags of pasta are a challenge! Also, please feel free 

to leave any unwanted plastic carrier bags beside the food bank box - they are 

used to put the food in for the clients, and if you have any unwanted, unopened 

toiletries, they are also welcome. Many thanks for your support, it is all very 

valuable!  

 

Date for your Diary 

The weekend of 4/5/6 December 2014 is the annual Tesco National Collection. 

Please consider giving two hours of your time to be at Tesco Kingston Park to 

help with the collection there. Please see Ruth Colclough. 

 

With thanks to Matthew King, Food Bank Assistant Manager, for his contribution to this 

article 

 

 
(Operated by The Bede Food Bank – A Registered Charity) 

 

Give as you Live 

Based at the Church of the Venerable Bede on the West Road, the Food Bank 
provides a minimum of 3 days emergency food and support to local people in 
crisis. 
Food supplies are obtained via numerous collection points and other sources, 
but in addition there is an urgent need for ongoing funds to finance the fast-
growing need for a variety of services. 
Give as you Live is an award-winning fundraising platform that works with over 
3,500 leading online retailers which will donate a percentage of everything 
spent with them to The Bede Food Bank without costing us or you - the shopper 
- a penny extra. 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/
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Simply sign up to Give as you Live (http://www.giveasyoulive.com) then each 
time you shop online at supported retailers a commission is paid to Give as you 
Live by the retailer, which is shared with us. 
 

Signup to Give as you 
Live 
on your desktop, 
tablet or 
via the mobile app. 
It’s fast, 
simple and secure.  
Select 
THE BEDE FOOD 
BANK as 
your cause.    

Shop for millions of 
products at over 
3,000 top online 
retailers including 
Amazon, John Lewis, 
eBay, Expedia and 
more. 

The retailer will 
donate a percentage 
of the purchase value 
to THE BEDE FOOD 
BANK. It won’t cost 
you a penny extra. 

 
If you wish to make a donation, these can be paid into our bank account 
(Newcastle West End Food Bank) directly using bank account number 00023623 
sort code 40-52-40, or sent directly to our Honorary Treasurer at: 
 
The Newcastle West End Food Bank 
3 The Elms 
Parker Avenue 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE3 4BD 
 
Please let us know your address (so we can thank you) and also if you are a tax 
payer and would like us to claim gift aid.  
 
Big or small, every gift you give helps transform lives. We couldn’t do what we 
do without your support. Please join us in building brighter futures for those in 
need in Newcastle upon Tyne. Thank you! 
 
Newcastle West End Foodbank is operated by the Bede Foodbank., a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation – Registered Charity No. 1152656 
 

 

http://www.giveasyoulive.com/
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A Prayer for Harvest 

 

Creator God; 

As we give you thanks for the gift of food, and the capacity to produce and 

share it, 

We confess that we do not always use the resources of this earth as we should; 

Food can be produced in ways that causes harm to other elements of your 

creation; 

Supply chains are developed through which some grow rich and others are 

exploited; 

People in our community remain hungry while others consume more than they 

need. 

 

As we acknowledge you as the source of life and being 

Help us to hear the cry of those who are made in your image but denied your 

justice. 

Today we pray for the work of Foodbanks; 

Bless and encourage all those who work and volunteer within them, 

And be close to all who rely on their provision. 

 

Help us not only to see them as an expression of your love and care 

But also as a sign of a world that is not as it should be; 

A reason to ask questions, and to challenge those circumstances that make 

them necessary. 

In our receiving and giving and sharing of food 

 

Help us to celebrate and explore every aspect of your nature and message 

In the name of Jesus we pray – AMEN 

 

Taken from the JPIT website: http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk 

‘Faith in Food Banks’ resources 

 

 

http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/
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And WOW Again 

 

Brunswick never seems to stop 

celebrating. In June last year the WOW 

factor was the wonderfully refurbished 

entrance and coffee shop. In October 

David Scott received his BEM from the 

Lord Lieutenant and then WOWed us all 

with his extensive musical skills. In June 

of this year Brunswick was included in 

the 111 organisations to receive The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. In 

many respects this is the biggest WOW of all, and may need to be described as 

‘a megaWOW’. The citation says it all: 

 

Committed to serving the weak and vulnerable,  

creating space for young and old  

and reaching out to the diverse community.  

 

On Wednesday 24th of 

September, Her 

Majesty’s Lord 

Lieutenant of Tyne 

and Wear, Sir Nigel 

Sherlock, KCVO, OBE 

came again (could it 

become a habit?) and 

made the formal 

presentation. As you 

would expect, in the 

church all the organisations under the umbrella of Brunswick were well 

represented and what a roll call it was. And, as a bonus, two deputy Lord 

Lieutenants came along; Major Eric Ingram, MBE and Crispian Strachan Esq., 

CBE, QPM. Presumably they did not come to get some tips! 
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The Lord Lieutenant highlighted the organisations that were celebrating forty or 

fifty years of service. Those organisations, Listening Post and the Brunswick 

Men’s Group, reflected much of how Brunswick serves the city and the 

community. But all the other groups that quietly and diligently offer so much to 

so many were mentioned in a speech that 

should make everyone who volunteers at 

Brunswick very proud. And those who 

don’t or can’t volunteer for whatever 

reason should be equally proud to be 

associated with the ‘church at the heart of 

the city’; or as those who attend the 

Brunswick Friendship Group on a 

Thursday afternoon call it: ‘the Thursday 

Church’. 

 

The Lord Lieutenant then presented the 

engraved glass award to Anne Backley 

representing all the groups. It was a lovely moment as we all focussed on what I 

am sure was a wonderful personal conversation and a treasured memory for 

Anne.  

 

Howard Chapman responded to the 

Lord Lieutenant in a speech that 

reflectively reiterated much that had 

been said before but was able to 

cross the T’s and dot the I’s. This was 

an important contribution to the 

evening as we were reminded again 

of just how much Brunswick’s 

volunteers give of their time, skills 

and talents to the needs of so many. 
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Eden brought the formal part of 

the evening to a close with a 

prayer that again reflected on the 

work and service given by the 

volunteers and asked for God’s 

blessing on what is done. 

 

Bit of a scrum next, as everyone 

wanted to get into the picture act 

but it was only right that as many as possible should want to gather behind the 

Lord Lieutenant and be associated with the event. Fortunately there was not a 

scrum when everyone retired to the hall for a splendid buffet.  

 

Yet another splendid Brunswick celebration and I wonder what the next WOW 

will be? 

Peter Aughton 
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Majors Nigel and Kim Gotobed   

 

Greetings from the new Salvation Army 

officers Nigel and Kim. Our Salvation Army 

officership has taken us around the British 

Isles, it would seem, as we have had 

appointments from Cambridgeshire to North 

Scotland and varying points in-between, and 

now we find ourselves in Newcastle and are 

looking forward to, not just being part of the 

worshipping community here, but part of the 

overall community at large. It’s true, 

Newcastle is a great city and we can speak 

with experience as we say that the people 

here are quite possibly the friendliest people we have ever come across. 

 

Kim heralds from Worthing on the south coast, having been a member of the SA 

there from her teenage years. In her younger years she attended the SA as a 

child only to be taken to other Sunday Schools before her schoolfriend invited 

her to see a SA musical which brought her back to the SA, thus subsequently 

bringing her to faith and ultimately officership within the army. Nigel comes 

from Morley in West Yorkshire which now is a part of Leeds. Nigel is a third 

generation Salvationist as his parents and grandparents were active members of 

the SA throughout their lives. That being said Nigel came to faith in 1983 whilst 

in France and, like Kim, has seen faith grow and develop and strengthen despite 

all that life can throw at us.  

 

Married in 1989 we have four boys and a boy dog, so Kim feels a little 

marginalised at times! Jason, the eldest, lives in Brighton and Jamie lives with 

his partner, Bobby, and their son Logan in Barnsley. Oliver and Nathan are still 

at home, schooling at Heaton Manor and you will no doubt see them at various 

church services. Kim is an avid reader and a knitting enthusiast encouraged by 

the likes of Kirsty Allsop among others. Nigel is a keen amateur photographer 
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who is looking to develop (no pun intended) this over the coming years, and a 

committed supporter of Leeds United and Leeds Rhinos Rugby League team. 

 

Over the years we have needed to trust in the Lord and be strengthened by his 

presence in our lives. God has always proved sufficient and we throw ourselves 

on his understanding and in many aspects we have come as empty vessels 

believing that the Lord will fill us and enable us for the task that lies ahead. Who 

can determine the future? We each step forward in faith and are called to 

exercise faith in these challenging days and so we look solely to the Lord and we 

listen to his voice above all others leaning not on our own understanding but on 

the wisdom and teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 

Glimpses of Love and Praise 

Glimpses of Love and Praise encourages us to make links 

between bible passages, hymns, images, and our own 

experience. It prompts us to begin to pray. It has been 

compiled by the Revd Kenneth G Howcroft, President of 

the Conference 2014/2015. It is ideal for personal or 

group reflection and is accompanied by a larger 

collection of reflections that can be downloaded for free 

from www.methodist.org.uk/learningtoloveandpraise. 

“We gather round the Word of God, listening for echoes 

of what God was saying to people in the times in which 

the Bible was written, seeking to hear through it what God is saying to us now. 

We share our insights into the good news (‘gospel’) of Jesus Christ, looking to 

discover the Holy Spirit’s insight amongst us.” The Revd Kenneth G Howcroft, 

President of the Conference 2014/2015 

The printed booklet, priced £5 (plus p&p) for a pack of 50 can be ordered from 

the Methodist Publishing House. 
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Meet the Congregation 

 

Hugh and Meg Elwood 

 

We met at teacher training 

college in Liverpool in 1966. 

Hugh came from Exeter and 

Meg from Newcastle. One end 

of the country to another! We 

were married in 1971 and have 

two sons, Christopher and 

David. 

 

Hugh was fortunate to be 

appointed deputy head 

teacher of a school in Ashington, so we moved to Newcastle in 1986. We had 

attended the Methodist Church near our home in Liverpool where the minister 

was a friend of the Rev. Brian Dann, Minister at West Avenue Methodist Church. 

Within 24 hours of moving to our new home in Gosforth, Brian was on our 

doorstep to welcome us. Hugh went on to help run the youth club there for 17 

years and was also a steward. Meg taught in the Sunday School. 

 

We came to Brunswick about seven years ago where we have been very happy 

in our worship. Hugh was delighted to be asked to be a steward and since 

retiring from teaching Meg has helped in the coffee shop and she is also a 

Pastoral Visitor. Two years ago our son David was married and Christopher is to 

be married next year. We are greatly looking forward to becoming 

Grandparents any day soon! 

 

STOP PRESS! Since this article was written, Hugh and Meg have indeed become 

grandparents! Phoebe Elwood was born on September 28th. Our love and 

congratulations to all the family! 
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My Church 

 

I do not see my church in rules and regulation, 

But I see my church in the glory of creation. 

I see my church in God’s devotion, 

In the towering mountains and in the restless ocean. 

Church does not have to be made of stone and clay, 

I see my church in a summer garden on a beautiful day. 

And when I look up to the Milky Way. 

I find my church by a quiet stream, 

In that quiet place where I can rest and dream. 

I find my church in the valleys and the hills 

And when I see the golden daffodils. 

Yes, I find my church in all creation, 

God’s power beyond imagination. 

 

Arthur S Magee. Taken from ‘This England’ magazine 

Submitted by Sue Walker 

Reproduced with permission 
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Church News 

 

Coffee Shop News 
The first week back after the holidays ‘the Wednesday Team’ learned of the 
passing of one of most loyal customers, Mrs Evelyn Lewis, who died during 
August. 
 
Mrs Beryl Patterson, her long time friend, gave us the sad news. We were all 
amazed to discover that Evelyn was 92 years old! The ladies used to call late in 
the morning and sit in the lift hall and since the refurbishment Evelyn especially 
enjoyed a latté. Every Christmas and Easter there was always a box of 
chocolates or biscuits given to ‘the team’. 
 
We send our condolences to her family and friends, especially Beryl. We will all 
miss her very much. 
 
Action for Children 
During the last year our church has raised £1137.39 for Action for Children. This 
includes £300 from the Historical Society, £120.39 from the Coffee Shop box 
and £50 from the Ladies Tuesday Circle. Sincere thanks to everyone. Your 
support and generosity are greatly appreciated.  
Nancy Chapman 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UNUSED GIFT STALL 

This will be held on Saturday 8th November 2014. 

 

(formerly the Methodist Relief and Development Fund). 

All donations will be gratefully received and can be handed in to the 

caretaker or church office from 1st October. 

Thank you 
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Events elsewhere 
 

Freedom Sunday - God's people working together to end Human Trafficking   

Freedom Sunday is a day of worship, prayer and action on human trafficking. On 
Sunday 19 October 2014, churches all over the world will join together to raise 
awareness of the crime of human trafficking and show the world our 
compassion for men, women and children who are trafficked and exploited.  
 
Baptists Together, the Methodist Church, the United Reformed Church and 
Methodist Women in Britain, alongside many other churches and organisations 
have been involved in creating a set of worship resources to raise the issues of 
human trafficking. 
 
The Freedom Sunday resource pack contains prayers, sermon outlines and bible 
studies for use in church services, as well as an action pack for congregations 
and individuals. It can be downloaded from the JPIT website: 
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/freedomsunday 
 

Pray and Fast for the Climate   

Starting on 1 November 2014, a new initiative is calling Christians to begin a 
regular pattern of fasting and praying for climate justice, on the first day of 
every month. Concerns are growing that global efforts to reduce carbon 
emissions have not yet succeeded in implementing a realistic, binding target. In 
response, a network of agencies and Christian churches have come together to 
create the ‘pray and fast for the climate’ campaign, which it is hoped will 
spread in the run up to the crucial Paris climate summit in December 2015. 
There will be events across the UK, including a central launch event at St. 
John’s Waterloo where Rev Steve Chalke will be the speaker. Operation Noah 
have said “People may choose to fast and pray for the whole day, to fast 
during their lunch break or to pray with their home group in the evening. We 
will be providing resources to support each time of prayer: simple worship to 
begin and end the time of prayer, reflective prayers, stories and topical 
monthly prayers regarding key meetings and negotiations. Can you make plans 
to get involved, find a local venue and seek out others keen to join you?” 
Monthly prayers, comment and further information on ‘pray and fast for the 
climate’ are available from: http://operationnoah.org/what-we-do/year-of-
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prayer-and-fasting 
 

Make a difference in your workplace 
This daylong consultation will explore ways in which mission within the world of 
work can be given higher priority in the life of the Church. It is sponsored by the 
Saltley Trust and the Kingdom at Work Project. 
 
Taking place on 14 November in Birmingham, it costs £45 to attend. Email Lin 
Brown at bursar@saltleytrust.org.uk for more details. 
 

JPIT Conference - 21 February 2015 

Join in for Love Your Neighbour: Think, Pray, Vote - the third JPIT Conference - 
for a day of reflection, discussion and Bible study focussed on how Christians 
and churches can help create a more just society in the build-up to the 2015 
General Election. 
 
The keynote address will be delivered by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby. Following this will be a series of workshops on a wide range of issues, 
from engaging with the media and building relationships with your MP to 
climate change and grounding politics in faith. 
 
Love Your Neighbour: Think, Pray, Vote will take place at Coventry Central Hall 
on Saturday 21 February with opening worship starting at 10.30am. The 
conference is free, but there will be an opportunity to make a suggested 
donation of £10 on the day to help cover some of the costs. 
 
There is expected to be a lot of interest so please book early to avoid 
disappointment. 
 
For more information and to register your place please go to the Love Your 
Neighbour: Think, Pray, Vote webpage: 
http://www.jointpublicissues.org.uk/loveyourneighbour 
 

[JPIT = ‘Joint Public Issues Team’ of the Baptist, Methodist and United Reformed 
Churches] 
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Epworth Rectory 
 
On August 13th, we had a splendid outing to Epworth which was organised by 
Howard Chapman.  Books were on sale and I bought one called “The Song of 
The Sparrow” (by Alison Stedman) which was published in aid of The Leprosy 
Mission. 
 

The Ploughman 
 

A patchwork of layered fields 
Stretch across the valley. 

A farmer works 
Steering the heavy plough 
Through soft oozing mud; 

Guiding the pair of sturdy oxen 
Carefully, skilfully, 
Around the curves, 

So that each small field is tilled. 
 

As I stand and watch 
It seems I have stepped back in time. 

This living history is painted before me, 
Framed within the mountains and hung 

in the crisp still air. 
 

It’s the twentieth century – 
the age of technology 

computers and space travel; 
Yet here 

the rush of the modern world 
seems to have passed by, and 

Time has paused! 
 

Submitted by Betty Watson 
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Enjoying a mid-morning journey break at 
Tadcaster Methodist Church 

 
The rectory in Epworth where John 
and Charles Wesley lived as children 
with their parents and siblings 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inside the Methodist Church in 
Epworth 

 
The group gathered outside Pontefract Methodist Church after being welcomed 

by them for afternoon tea 



28 
 

Remembrance Sunday 9th November 2014 
 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 
 
When You Go Home, Tell Them Of Us And Say, 
For Your Tomorrow, We Gave Our Today 
 
John 15 v13 
 
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
 
Collect for Remembrance Sunday 
 
Eternal God, in whose perfect realm no sword is drawn but the sword of justice, 
and no strength known but the strength of love: guide and inspire all who seek 
your kingdom, that peoples and nations may find their security in the love which 
casts out fear; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.  
 
 

 
 

Brunswick News 2014-15 

 

Issue Deadline for 

submissions 

Theme Publication 

Date 

Dec / Jan 23.11.14 Advent and 

Christmas 

07.12.14 

Feb / 

Mar 

18.01.15 Lent 01.02.15 

Apr / 

May 

22.03.15 Easter 05.04.15 
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Margaret Storey is a member of Trinity Church, Wallsend. For the last five years 
she has spent eight months of every year in Nicaragua, as part of SIFT – Seed 
International Fund Trust. Here is her most recent, very inspiring, newsletter: 
 
Letter from Nicaragua… 
 
Hello family and friends 
  
Well it’s been another interesting two months 
since my last newsletter with joyful occasions 
as well as sad ones.  
  
The whole of Bluefields was shocked recently 
when news came that the Assistant Pastor’s 
20 year old son had been killed in a jet ski 
accident. His body was found 25 hours later, 
but he was barely recognisable as the fish had 
started to eat away at his face. His body was brought the two hour journey by 
motor boat back to Bluefields and the funeral was two days later – and what an 
amazing experience that was. Can you imagine about 1000 people at a funeral 
packing the church and lining the street? It was heart rending and a sight to 
behold. 
 
Another shock came when one of my high school students was robbed and 
stabbed four times leaving him virtually bleeding to death. Someone got him to 
hospital on a motorbike and immediately he was taken into surgery where they 
feared for his life. Thankfully after five hours of removing his spleen and 
patching up a pierced lung, he was placed in intensive care where he has made 
good progress. This year he is due to graduate, but he might not be able to 
catch up in time, so will possibly have to repeat next year. 
 
The rains continue to be quite torrential at times, though we do have the 
occasional sun shining too. This is the hurricane season – and thankfully, no sign 
of any though we did have a small earthquake the other week - no damage 
done in Bluefields, just the house got a good shaking.  
 
Last week saw another family helped with their well, with funds from my home 
church. Water wasn’t reached until 46’ so it was quite hair raising to watch how 
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someone down a dark deep hole, chipping away at the earth, 
managed to get down it and back up with four people holding 
onto a thick rope. Needless to say there are no health and 
safety rules here! 
 
I received a donation from home where I was able to buy 13 
new mattresses from the capital and have them shipped to 

Bluefields to replace the most disgusting ones in the maternity home and also 
an elderly lady’s ‘kitchen’ (if one could call it that) is 
in the process of being re-built. As I was taking off 
one of the old mattresses a mouse jumped out. On 
closer inspection, I noticed quite a large hole on 
one side where I presume the mouse/mice had 
been nesting ........ and to think new born babies 
lie on such! I am grateful to the Methodist Orphan 
House Trust for their generosity. 
 
September is a very busy and important time for the whole of Nicaragua. Two 
celebrations take place – Independence Day & Bible Sunday. Independence Day 
is the biggest occasion of the year and as ever, the school children looked 
amazing in their fresh new uniforms and special outfits (if they were part of 
their school band or a majorette). It’s a busy time for me as there are three days 
of marches – pre-schools, primary and secondary and just as well  I’m small, 
because I push my way into the best places to try and spot any of my SIFT 
students among the hundreds in the parade, to get photos to send to their 
sponsors back home. This is such an expensive time for parents who often go 
into to debt to make sure their child is well turned out. 
 

Bible Sunday is always held on the last Sunday 
in September and that is another glorious 
sight. Clad in my white tunic and carrying a 
flag, I share in the special occasion with 
literally hundreds of people parading around 
town. This is actually not a choice for such an 
event to happen, but it is in the Nicaragua 
Constitution that it must be honoured every 

year. Whether brilliant sunshine or torrential rain, these events still take place – 
they are too important to miss. 
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My very busiest time of the year will be coming soon as I near the end of my 
time before I head home for Christmas. A colleague from the SIFT office will be 
coming out mid-October and we will visit every student (about 120) to get their 
latest news, their report from school and book them back into school for the 
new year.  
 
I hope to make time for one more 
newsletter just before I leave in early 
November. 
 
In the meantime I hope you all had a good 
summer and are enjoying the wonderful 
season of autumn and its changing colours 
and temperatures. 
 
As always, I’m truly grateful for all the different ways you support me in the 
work I’m privileged to do here in Bluefields in furthering God’s kingdom. 
  
God bless you all. With love from 
                       
Margaret Storey  

 
 

     Vietnam to  

      Ampleforth Abbey 

           a sabbatical journey       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coxlodge Methodist Church 7th October 7pm or 

Allen Memorial Methodist Church 17th November 7pm 
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Forthcoming Dates for your Diaries: 
 

Ladies Tuesday Circle: Tuesdays - 2:00pm (meet at 1.45pm) 
 

October   

7th   Wildlife in the City 

14th  An Interview with Ken Dodd – DVD part 1 

21st     An Interview with Ken Dodd – DVD part 2 

28th  Hollywood’s English Gentleman 

November  

4th        Faith 

11th Bring & Buy 

18th  Rev. Eden Fletcher 

25th   

      

Dorcas Craft Group & Mini Market 

  

  
Brunswick Club for Men: Tuesdays - 10:30am – Noon 
 

October  

7th   The Battle of Jutland 

14th Small is Beautiful 

21st      The Iron Duke 

 28th  Coffee Johny 

November  

4th       Tom Russell Goddard & Farne Islands 

11th  Anastasia, True / False 

       18th  

       25th   

        

Unsung Wartime Heroes 

Ordnance Survey Maps 
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Worship Leaders – October/November 
 

October 10.45am 6.00pm 
5th        Rev Eden Fletcher - Harvest 

Festival 
Rev Eden Fletcher/Major Nigel 
Gotobed 

12th Rev Eden Fletcher – Holy 
Communion 

Major Nigel Gotobed 

19th  Mrs Chris Carroll Rev Rob Hawkins – Holy 
Communion 

26th   

             
Rev Eden Fletcher Bandmaster Andrew Blyth 

   
             

November 
10.45am 6.00pm 

2nd       Mr David Stabler/Rev Joan 
Thornton – Holy Communion 

Deacon Liesl Warren 

9th   Rev Glynn Lister/Major Nigel 
Gotobed – Remembrance 
Sunday 

Major Nigel Gotobed 

16th    Rev Eden Fletcher Rev Eden Fletcher – Holy 
Communion 

23rd      Deacon Liesl Warren/Mrs 
Margaret Storey 

Major Nigel Gotobed 

30th  Rev Kathryn Reader Rev Eden Fletcher 
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Flower Rota – August/September 
October    

5th       Harvest  

12th  Mrs M Oakley Ann Stothert 

19th   Mrs S Yellowley Gail Nichol 

26th   

      

Mrs S Gordon June Appleyard 

   

November   

2nd     Mrs E Timperley Ann Stothert 

9th Miss G Nichol Gail Nichol 

16th    Mrs J Atherton Jane Atherton 

23rd  

30th      

Mrs M Scott 

Advent 

Ann Stothert 

June Appleyard 

 
 
 

Prayer Breakfast in the hall (first Saturday of the 

month). Join us to pray specifically for Brunswick. 

 
October   

4th  9.00am – 10.30am  

November   

1st    9.00am – 10.30am  

December   

6th    9.00am – 10.30am  
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Students and Young Adults meet weekly at 7pm on Thursday evenings. The first 
Wednesday of each month is d-church alternative worship at 7:30pm. 

 Brunswick Students and Young Adults 

Brunswick Friendship Group (BFG) each Thursday at 4.30pm   

Bible Study each Thursday at 5.00pm 

The Over 60s Luncheon Club each Friday at 12noon with a speaker on the first 
Friday of each month   

First Tuesday in the month G.I.G.G.L.E.S (Girls in God, Growing, Learning, Eating, 
Sharing) 6.30pm 

 

Other events in October and beyond 
 

October 18th - All are welcome at Durham Cathedral on Saturday 18th October at 
5.15pm for Choral Evensong, sung by an ecumenical choir which will include 
members of the Newcastle and Darlington Methodist District Music Societies. 
Organist Francesca Massey, conductor Mish Kelly. 
 
November 30th – First Sunday in Advent 

December 4th - Service of Hope and Remembrance (Changing Lives) 3pm 

December 7th – Gift Service 10.45am 

December 14th – Christingle Service 10.45am 

December 18th – Civic Coffee Morning 10.30am 

December 18th – Community Carols 6pm 

December 21st – Carol Services at morning and evening worship 

December 24th – Holy Communion at 12noon 

December 25th – Joint worship with the Salvation Army at 10am 

December 28th – No evening service 

January 11th – Covenant Service 10.45am 
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BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH 
 

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ 

Tel (0191) 232 1692  

e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk 

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk 
 

Ministerial Team: Rev Eden J Fletcher, Deacon Liesl Warren, 

Jill Foster and Chris Carroll 

 

 

 

Submissions for the next edition (December - January) are welcomed.  

Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or the Church Office  
by 23rd November 2014.  

 

You should state clearly if the contribution is original 
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.  

 

Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions. 

Front cover picture: The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service certificate and crystal. Photograph 
by Peter Aughton used with permission. 

Epworth Photographs by Alan Moore. Used with permission. 
QAVS Ceremony photographs by Peter Aughton. Used with permission. 
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