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Homo unius libri

In my early-20s | worshipped at a church called ‘Christchurch’ in Westbourne,
close to Bournemouth on the south coast of England. Christchurch is an
independent Anglican church, and, at the time, its vicar was a biblical scholar
and writer of bible commentaries called Revd. Alec Motyer. It is fitting that |
am writing this on St. Patrick’s Day because Alec was from Ireland.

Now Alec had an expectation every time he started a sermon. This expectation
was that we should all reach for a bible and follow with him as he preached
and helped us to understand more deeply a reading from the Scriptures (by
the way, if you wish to do this in our own morning worship service then you
can find a bible in one of the pews!). | am thankful for this early
encouragement to see the bible as a means through which God is able to
speak to me personally as well as to a church congregation.

As our new membership group will hopefully be discovering, in the Methodist
tradition the Bible holds a place of importance as the primary source for
Christian doctrine, and as a guide for faith and practice. John Wesley, of
course, described himself as homo unius libri ("a man of one book").

How does the bible help us to find meaning then as we move through the
drama of Holy Week? Well, look closely to see just how many times the Old
Testament is quoted by the gospel writers as they describe this drama
unfolding. For example, when Jesus overturns the tables of the animal vendors
and money changers in the temple Mark tells us that this fulfils the prophet
Zechariah (14:21), who says, “And there shall no longer be a trader in the
house of the Lord of hosts on that day.” Again, after Christ cleanses the
temple, the disciples recall Psalm 69:9 — “Zeal for thy house has consumed

”

me.

We can see this same pattern right up to Easter Day. Then, as we hear the
resurrection accounts in all four gospels, another Old Testament prophet
comes to mind. The life of the prophet Jonah foreshadows Christ’s
Resurrection. The tradition which is recorded in the book of Jonah describes
how the prophet was in the belly of a great fish for three days.

Jesus Christ, so we believe, rose on the third day. Jonah and Jesus also have
something else in common: they both preached to the Gentiles, who then
started to follow God.



How does this challenge us as we reach this high point in the Christian year?
Can we each make time to read the bible and allow it to speak into our hearts
and lives (some people find that a daily devotional booklet helps them to do
this)? Can we each share something of the Easter message of hope with one
other person so that they too may turn the passages of the bible and discover
the ‘Word made flesh’ for themselves?

Happy Easter everyone!
Paul

Progress on Probation

We are delighted to share with you of the progress which Bill has been making
in his first year based at Brunswick as a Probationer Minister. In each of the
areas where an assessment is made, like how his pastoral care is exercised, his
particular ministry within the life of the Recovery community and his team
working with lay and ordained colleagues, Bill has been commended for
making excellent progress. This positive feedback was shared at our recent
Ministerial Synod. Thank you for the continuing support which you are able to
give to Bill! For those of you who are newer to the Methodist Church, a
Minister serving as a Probationer for the first two years of their ministry.

Paul
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OUR COFFEE SHOP IS OPEN
TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY,
THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND
SATURDAY; 10:30AM UNTIL 1PM

IT WILL BE CLOSED FOR THE EASTER BREAMK,

-FROM TUESDAY ?THAPRIL, RE-OPENING ON
TUESDAY 215T APR . -

BRUNSWICH
METHODIST
CHURCH

Should you wish to make a financial
contribution to the work of our church you
can make a donation by bank transfer using
the bank details below. All contributions are
gratefully accepted. Thank you.

Lloyds Bank

Brunswick Methodist Church
Sort code 30-93-T

Account Number 00254644




Church News

Holidays

Fiona will be on holiday from Friday 3™ April until Monday 13" April. During
this time the church office will be closed. The church will be closed for Bank
Holidays on Friday 3@ and Monday 6" April.

Listening Post - New Hours
The Listening Post is now open on Mondays from 10:30am until 2:30pm in the
foyer.

Membership Group

After a recent gathering when we explored what it means to become a
member of the Methodist Church, we are beginning a series to prepare for
church membership. These meetings will be held online and you can contact
Bill for the link.

Walk & Talk
The next Walk & Talk will be on Saturday 11* April, meeting at 10:30am at
Brunswick and aiming to finish at 12 noon.

Joint Service with NCMC

Our next joint service with the Chinese congregation will be Pentecost on
Sunday 24" May. If you would like to be involved in the planning and leading
of this service, please do come to the planning meetings we will be holding
beforehand. These will take place on zoom at 8pm on 22" April and at 8pm on
19" May. Please let Bill know if you would like to attend and he will send you
the link.

The Gathering

The Gathering meets fortnightly on Tuesdays (usually the 2" and 4" Tuesdays)
from 2pm to 3:30pm. We do crafts, quizzes, play games and chat.
Refreshments are also available so please come along and join us. All are
welcome. The next date will be Tuesday 7t April.

Weekly Notices by email

If you would like to receive the weekly Sunday notices by email, and also the
church magazine, please contact Fiona in the Church Office so that she can
add you to the mailing list. Her email address is
Fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk




Dates of forthcoming meetings

Annual General Church Meeting Sunday 10" May 2026, after morning
worship;

Church Council Thursday 18" June 2026 at 7.15pm;

Church Council Tuesday 6™ October 2026 at 7.15pm.

Colin Wells

On February 6™ a large congregation gathered to bid farewell to Colin in a
service led by Paul and Bill, and in which several family members took part.
We were reminded in words and music of Colin’s strong faith and long
membership at Brunswick, and of the huge contribution he made to life here.
We thank God for Colin’s life and witness — may he rest in peace and rise in

glory.

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee: aid us in our strife;

make us more than conquerors, through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above.




Chinese New Year

Queenie invited some of the students for dinner to mark Chinese New Year.
They prepared the food then cooked it, ate some and each took a portion
home for another day. Here are some photos!

Date

Thursday 2" April
Friday 3" April
Sunday 5 April
Sunday 12t April
Sunday 19 April
Sunday 26" April

Sunday 3™ May
Sunday 10" May

Sunday 17" May
Sunday 24" May

Sunday 31 May

Forthcoming Worship Services

Time

7.00pm

10.30am
10.45am
10.45am
10.45am
10.45am

10.45am
10.45am

10.45am
10.45am

10.45am

Preacher
Maundy Thursday Holy Communion Service

Good Friday Service

Ministry Team — Holy Communion

Mr David Stabler

Mr Rob Wylie

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Deacon Bill

Topping
Rev Susan Richardson — Holy Communion

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Deacon Bill

Topping
Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe — United Service for

Pentecost
Mr Rob Wylie
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Date

April 7
14
21
28

May 5
12
19
26

June 2

16
23
30

July 7
14

BRUNSWICK CLUB PROGRAMME

March to July 2026

Meetings are held in the Hall
on Tuesday mornings between 10.30 and Noon

Speaker
Robert Moon

Allan Curry
Stella Simbo
Mike Greatbach

Malcolm Wilkinson
Graham Soult

Christopher Tipple
Gordon Henderson

Geoff Hughes
Ben Haddon
Liz Finch
Yvonne Young
John Parker

Lt Gen Robin Brims
Annual General
Meeting

Subject
Faberge — Jeweller to the Russian Court

Memoirs of a Policing Style
Interactive Talk with Ability Net and Age UK
Butter Boats and Bars of Soap

The Causes of the Great War 1870 to 1914
A Journey around Slovenia

The Creation of Mount Rushmore

Roman Occupation of Northern England

Cragside Upstairs Downstairs
Our Solar System

Gibside and the Bowes Family
Women of Note (2)

Plug Street Wood

NATO Today

No charge for first time visitors



BRUNSWICK PRAYER GARD - PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING EACH DAY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

1st - Her Circle

2nd - Local transport infrastructure

3rd - Continued conflict in parts of Africa

4th - The Economy

5th - Recovery Church

6th - The rise of Al and technology

7th - Demonstrations around the Monument

8th - Coffee shop volunteers and its users

9th - Universities, Colleges, and Adult Education

10th - Cost of living and the economy

11th - War in the Ukraine

12th - Those in the office and our caretakers

13th - Service industries

14th - Government and its work in the nation

15th - Middle East - Gaza, Israel

16th - Junction 42

17th - Local Government for its work in our region

18th - Those seeking asylum

19th - Climate emergency

20th - Ministry team and their families.

21st - Nightime economy, Street Pastors

22nd - The NHS _
23rd - LGBTQ+ inclusion 3
24th - Church leadership team and our vision I
25th - Ecumenical relations and churches in the city

26th - The Chinese Methodist Church

27th - Issues around race, and gender

28th - Ending violence against women and girls

29th - Groups in Brunswick: Anon and others

30th - Local retail and businesses

31st - Brunswick's Worship life i

" BRUNSWICK 4

CiTY




A House Fit for a King

200 years of Brunswick Chapel, Newcastle upon Tyne
Presented by

Rev. Terry Hurst
At Brunswick Methodist Church

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 7BJ

Saturday 18th April 2026 at 2.00pm
Admission £3 includes refreshments

All are welcome
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The Upside-Down Kingdom
Cooper, from Omaha, Nebraska in the USA, is one of the young adults who
attends Brunswick every week. He is studying for a PhD in Archaeology at
Newcastle University, and has a particular interest in Anglo-Saxon history.
Recently he’s been practising drawing in the style of the late Anglo-Saxon
Winchester style as seen in the Tiberius Psalter (11th century). This was an
expressive and spiritual style designed to communicate theological meaning
over physical realism in much the same way that Byzantine Icons did. He has
now written and illustrated a short story, which he has generously agreed to
include in Brunswick News.

He writes the following words: ‘/ wanted to communicate my own spiritual
meaning: the spirit behind the way Jesus presented his ‘Kingdom of Heaven’ in
the gospels as this almost upside-down kingdom where the general human
understanding of power and hierarchy is reversed. In this kingdom:

- God arrives in filth and lives among the poor
- the last are first

- the poor are blessed

- the rich are disadvantaged

- leaders serve

- kings wash feet

- authority is self-giving

- enemies are forgiven

- violence is absorbed not returned
- outsiders are welcome

- debts are forgiven

- the sick are embraced

- the throne is a cross

| wanted to show how this ‘upside-down kingdom’ breaks into the world
through even the smallest of actions.’

Cooper Clark

See next few pages for illustrations
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When | Survey the Wondrous Cross (Words by Isaac Watts)
WAFFF S48

When | survey the wondrous Cross, on which the Prince of Glory died;
My richest gain | count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord that | should boast, save in the death of Christ my God;
All the vain things that charm me most, | sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down;
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

His dying crimson, like a robe, spreads oér His body on the tree;
Then | am dead to all the Globe, and all the Globe is dead to me.

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.

PAEFF A, AW F A2,
PR AT 5 5, B AT P (6 154

BE AP A Pris, B 1R BI 2
HIPTE B RE, SAMmERET.

AHUCAEEA AT, B REANLIR !
HAT R AN U 7 R RA A b % i ?

A AA BRI, N R 27 b R AT A !
PRI, B FE RS, A R EAR O

B T AR T, AR B a2
FHttYRE, Eedol, e —rfa.

| would like to share this hymn with everyone during this time.

There are several versions available online, but | still prefer the original written
by Isaac Watts (melody “Rockingham” arranged by Edward M), which was later
translated into Chinese by Watchman Nee. It often touches my heart whenever

| sing or listen to it.

The lyrics remind us of how the Lord bore our sins, just as Isaiah 53 describes —
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like a lamb led to the slaughter, yet He did not open His mouth. When we reflect
on the Lord’s redemption, we remember the whole story of the gospel: the joy
of His birth, His suffering and death, His resurrection and ascension which He
has victory over death and the hope of His glorious return.

The Bible also tells us that the Church is the Bride of Christ, and that we as
believers belong to one body and are being built up together in Him. As we wait
for the Lord’s return, may we be ready, and for the sake of the gospel, follow His
example by living lives that are godly and holy, bringing glory to His name. Amen

BREA B LE @2 w1, SRR A2 SRS LR, EE)R
AL EAT B — WA 325 My ol A BE B . A T BX [ P AP At 14
OANEE, B sRE I H, B!

Mavis Chui




Circuit Brunch Prayers

On Saturday 21° February about two dozen people, from our community and
a few from the Circuit, gathered at Brunswick to share a breakfast of Danish
pastries, fruit and hot drinks, as well as friendship and fellowship. At 11am,
two praying groups were formed — one group set off to walk around our city,
stopping to pray at key places, while the other remained at Brunswick where
several prayer stations had been prepared in the hall.

The prayer stations encompassed the range of groups that make up our
community: at the Recovery Church prayer station we were encouraged to
pray using a labyrinth and to light a candle; at the International Student Centre
prayer station we prayed for Stephen and for the students and volunteers who
make up that Centre; at the Her Circle prayer station we prayed for mothers
using the poetry and prayer cards provided; we prayed for our friends in the
Chinese Methodist congregation; and we prayed for ourselves and Brunswick
using knotted strings - the knots representing those knotty and tricky
moments that are tying us up, and the invitation was to offer these to God in
the knowledge that God will help us untie them during Lent.

Those who had gone out into the city stopped and paused at several places,
where after an opening sentence they prayed an intercession, followed by
silence and then a response. Their first stop was at Grey’s Monument where
the intercession was for those who gather there, for conversation or protest,
that truth should prevail. At the Department of Work and Pensions the prayers
were for those who work there, and for those they seek to serve. Beauty, art
and creativity were prayed for outside the Laing Art Gallery; the NHS, healing,
pain, recovery and hope at the Saville Place Medical Group. At St James’
United Reformed Church the prayers were for the unity of all Christian
denominations and our shared witness; at Northumbria University for
wisdom, inquiry and learning; and finally at the Civic Centre for public
servants, citizens and decision-making.

All those who took part enjoyed the time together and the opportunity to take

time out of our busy lives to pray intentionally for those with whom we share
our building and our city.
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Brunswick Methodist Church, Fund for Human

Brunswick Place, Need

Charity Registration No. 208866
N@WCGSTIC Upon Tyne, Patron: The Rt Hon. The Lord Boateng
NE1 7BJ 16.02.2026

Dear David and all at Brunswick Methodist Church,

Thank you so much for the kind and very generous donation to the
Fund for Human Need (£172.71) from your Christmas eve
communion - your partnership with us makes all we do possible.

For lots of different reasons recent months have seen demand for
our small awards increase yet again. Homelessness appears to be on
the rise again, and the pressure on household budgets and delays in
benefit processing are all contributing to the ways people are
struggling.

We are also still seeing lots referrals from Citizens Advice; Doctors
practices and NHS Trusts unable to turn elsewhere for desperate
patients and clients.

On behalf of all those in distress including the homeless, refugees
and asylum seekers, your support for the work of the Fund in
responding o human need is greatly appreciated.

Thank you not just for the donation but also for your support and
encouragement for what we do.

With all good wishes,
Gill Mason (Admin) and all at FHN

Chairman: Revd Roger Cresswell
Administrator: G Mason, 6 Newlands Road,
Darlington, DI3 9JL
fundhumanneed@gmail.com @ 01325244992

http://fundforhumanneed.org.uk/
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The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service

BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.orqg.uk

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mr Rob Wylie, and Deacon Bill
Topping
Paul 07823 493009 or paul@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Rob 07743657643

Bill Bill. Topping@methodist.org.uk

Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells
(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 24 May 2026.
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions.

All photographs used with permission

A

Brunswick
Methodist

A chiurch waith a heart for Newcastie
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