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The front cover shows the icon of the Trinity by Andrei Rublev. This
image was used as a basis for our discussions at our Annual
Meeting on 10" May and is referred to in the next few pages.



In our general church meeting in May, we used Rublev’s icon of the Trinity as a
focus for our reflection. The characters in the icon, are actually the three angels
visiting Abraham at the Oak of Mamre (Genesis 18:1-8) but the general consensus
is that these characters represent something of our God in three persons; the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

In our meeting, then, we spent some time reflecting on the communication
between the three persons of the Trinity. We identified the dynamic,
communicative, diverse, relational nature of the Trinity, being as it is an image of a
community, of a dance, of a conversation. Certainly, one of my favourite
metaphors for the Trinity is a conversation or a dialogue. Three persons intimately
conversant with each other, chiming in beautiful dialogue, revealing something of
the truth as a result.

Conversation, dialogue, is an essential part of community. It’s how we get to know
each other, it’s how we pass on news, it’'s how we come to agree and disagree on
ways forwards and solutions to problems.

So there is something in this icon of the conversational, dialogical, conferring
nature of a God in three persons who lives in relationship and, through the framing
of the scene, invites us into participation. There is space for us at the table, we are
free to speak into the encounter, to influence, in conjunction with the three
persons, something of what might result.

So what shape might our conversations take if we understand them to be
trinitarian conversations? Conversations in which we not only speak ourselves, but
in which we make room for a God who creates, a son who models and a spirit who
inspires.

After our recent elections the framework for a new local government has been
established. What is critical now more than ever in our civic lives is that we engage
in robust, respectful, honest and trinitarian conversations. Conversations with
dignity at their heart, conversations that seek truth and justice, conversations that
result in creative ways forward — paths ahead that see us walk alongside each
other, comfort each other, be constructive with each other, particularly those we
most profoundly disagree with.

Trinitarian conversations are fertile environments; closed conversations leave no
room for thriving. Trinitarian conversations leave space for all to be heard —are
arenas of concentrated attention and thoughtful responses. Trinitarian
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conversations are melting pots out of which new life is possible and new
relationships formed.

So, it is critical at this moment in our city’s life that we commit to trinitarian
conversations with each other, especially those we disagree with. But it is also
crucial that we are having such conversations with each other in our church
context. It is my prayer that our life together at Brunswick may be lived in the spirit
of a trinitarian fellowship — a fellowship that honours the difference, that provides
space for that difference to express itself and the creativity to imagine a future
together, as a church fellowship with that difference held in tact within a larger,
loving relational dynamic.

Deacon Bill

Bible Study: Joining the Conversation

.'l ; o = -

Gospel of John 14:15-21 and Andrei Rublev’s Trinity Icon

Introduction

In the Gospel of John 14, Jesus speaks to his disciples on the eve of his death. They
are anxious about what lies ahead. In response, Jesus promises that they will not
be left alone: “I will not leave you as orphans.” The Holy Spirit, the Advocate, will
remain with them and guide them into a life shaped by love.

Rublev’s Trinity icon offers a visual echo of this promise. Three figures sit around a
table in quiet attentiveness and mutual regard. There is an open space facing the



viewer, suggesting that we are invited to join the conversation and become part of
God’s life of love.

Painted by Andrei Rublev in the early fifteenth century, the icon was created to
help monks “overcome hateful divisions.” In a world marked by conflict and
uncertainty, it offered an image of peace, unity, and hospitality.

Together, the passage and the icon invite us to reflect on what it means to live as a
community shaped by the love of the Trinity.

Questions

On Sunday (10* May) we talked about this image... openness... we talked about
being invited into the conversation... mirror... Female?

e What do you notice?
e What does the icon communicate about God?
e What might it mean for the Church to reflect this pattern of relationship?

Reading John 14:15-21 (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition)

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And | will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit
of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. 20 On
that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. 21 They
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those
who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to
them.”

Discussion Questions
e What does the promise “l will not leave you as orphans” mean to you?

e How do you understand the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church?
* Where have you experienced God’s presence during uncertain times?



Bringing the Passage and Icon Together

Jesus promises that the Spirit will remain with us. The icon portrays God as a
communion of love, attentiveness, and hospitality. The open place at the table
suggests that Christian faith is not only about believing in God, but participating in
God’s own life.

The Church is called to mirror this divine pattern by making room for one another,
listening deeply, and remaining rooted in love.

Questions for Brunswick Methodist Church

e If Brunswick Methodist Church were reflected in this icon, what would people
see? Hospitality? Listening? Difference? Joy? Tension? Something else?

e How do we disagree faithfully and graciously?

e Who might not yet feel that they have a place at the table?

e What would genuine welcome look like?

A Final Reflection/Prayer

Imagine yourself stepping into the open space at the table.
What do you hear?

What invitation is being offered to you?

What invitation is being offered to Brunswick Methodist Church?

Brunswick Website

Our new website is now live! Please have a look — feedback, if you have any, is
appreciated! Thank you, Deacon Bill

https://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk




Church Notices

Listening Post
Listening Post is open on Mondays (excluding bank holidays) from 10:30am to
2:30pm in the foyer.

Book Stall
On Saturdays in July and August | shall be running the second-hand book stall in
aid of Meth Care at Moratumulla Methodist Church, Sri Lanka.
e | would be grateful for donations of books
e |f anyone would be able to help on the days please let me know
Many thanks, David Stabler

Our Coffee Shop is open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and .
Saturday, 10:30am until 1pm. o

The Gathering

The Gathering meets fortnightly on Tuesdays from 2pm to 3:30pm. We do crafts,
guizzes, play games and chat. Refreshments are also available so please come
along and join us. All are welcome. The next date will be Tuesday 2" June and
fortnightly thereafter.

Annual Church Meeting 2027
Our Annual Church Meeting next year will be on Sunday 25 April during and after
morning worship.

Church Council
Church Council Thursday 18" June 2026 at 7.15pm; Tuesday 6" October 2026 at
7.15pm.

Light Lunch
The Light Lunch will take place on Sundays 7" June and 5" July in Room 3 after
morning worship. All Welcome!

Great North 10k Run

This will take place on Sunday 5" July 2026 so public transport will be disrupted!
Part of the route is around Monument, so please bear this in mind when travelling
to church! (The ‘normal’ Great North Run is on Sunday 13" September.)



Annual Methodist Conference
The Methodist Conference this year will take place in Telford from 25 June to 1
July. Please remember the conference in your prayers. More details are on the
website: https://www.methodist.org.uk/about/structure-and-governance/the-

methodist-conference/conference-2026/

Weekly Notices by email

If you would like to receive the weekly Sunday notices by email, and also the
church magazine, please contact Fiona in the Church Office so that she can add
you to the mailing list. Her email address is Fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
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Forthcoming Worship Services

Preacher

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Deacon Bill Topping — Holy

Communion
Mr Rob Wylie

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Mr Keith Jones

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Deacon Bill Topping — Holy

Communion
Mr Rob Wylie

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

Deacon Bill Topping

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe — Holy Communion
Mr Rob Wylie

Mr David Stabler and Mr Frank Lai

Deacon Bill Topping

Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe



BRUNSWICGK PRAYER CARD - PLEASE JOIN US IN PRAYING EAGH DAY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

1st - Her Circle

2nd - Local transport infrastructure

3rd - Continued conflict in parts of Africa

4th - The Economy

5th - Recovery Church

6th - The rise of Al and technology

7th - Demonstrations around the Monument

8th - Coffee shop volunteers and its users

9th - Universities, Colleges, and Adult Education

10th - Cost of living and the economy

11th - War in the Ukraine

12th - Those in the office and our caretakers

13th - Service industries

14th - Government and its work in the nation

15th - Middle East - Gaza, Israel

16th - Junction 42

17th - Local Government for its work in our region

18th - Those seeking asylum

19th - Climate emergency

20th - Ministry team and their families.

21st - Nightime economy, Street Pastors

22nd - The NHS !
23rd - LGBTQ+ inclusion ¥
24th - Church leadership team and our vision |
25th - Ecumenical relations and churches in the city
26th - The Chinese Methodist Church

27th - Issues around race, and gender

28th - Ending violence against women and girls

29th - Groups in Brunswick: Anon and others

30th - Local retail and businesses

31st - Brunswick's Worship life
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Join us for a Saturday morning walk in and around our fantastic city.
B EREM—EEE RSN RS,

This is a great way to meet new people and get some fresh air and enjoy some
conversation along the way.
EESRAAE. FlmAFEE. EESITMATEE.

Meeting at 10.30 am, our aim is to be finished by midday. Starting and finishing at
Brunswick
10.30 amE &, HMNWEMEPFHTM. EBrunswicklEHRESE,

Each walk will have a refreshment stop en route.
ERFmEP, H$EE—HRM.

9th may 10th Oct
13th June 14th Nov
11th July 12th Dec

This Is hosted by our International Student Centre and our city centre Methodist
Churches and is open to all
EEDHERMNERESRERONTERONEL SRS, DEDAS S HEEA T80,

For more information contact Rob Wylie through the church office:
email : fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk

MTHRESEA, AERHENLEERE Rob Wylie.
email: fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.ukk

*Circuit Prayer Walk il iE 55517
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BRUNSWICK CLUB PROGRAMME
June and July 2026

Meetings are held in the Hall
on Tuesday mornings between 10.30 and Noon

Date Speaker Subject
June 2 Geoff Hughes Cragside Upstairs Downstairs
9 Ben Haddon Our Solar System
16 Liz Finch Gibside and the Bowes Family
23 Yvonne Young Women of Note (2)
30 John Parker Plug Street Wood
July 7 Lt Gen Robin Brims NATO Today

14 Annual General Meeting

Brunswick Methodist Church

Should you wish to make a financial contribution to the work of our church
you can make a donation by bank transfer using the bank details below. All
contributions would be gratefully accepted. Thank you.

Lloyds Bank
Brunswick Methodist Church
Sort code 30-93-71 Account Number 00254644
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Pentecost!
At our United Service on 24" May in a full church, we joyfully celebrated the
coming of the Holy Spirit in word and song. We were also delighted to share in the
Confirmation of Cooper, and then bringing him into membership of the Methodist
Church along with Queenie, Mavis and Susie. We prayed for them, and also for
those from the Chinese congregation who became church members on Easter
Sunday. It is a joy and an answer to prayer to see our congregation growing!

L-R: Deacon Bill, Mavis, Cooper, Queenie
and Susie

We had each been given a paper flame, on
which we wrote our own prayers or prayer
requests. These were then arranged at the
front of the church in the shape of a large
flame.
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The value of pastoral care and our Pastoral Visitors

This poem was written a few years ago by one of our elderly members, who has
since died, about her pastoral visits. Her visitor has requested anonymity.

Thank you for my friend called (name)
Who has just come in the door

| looked forward to her visits

She’s certainly not a bore

We have so much to talk about
Of friends that we both knew
Some have gone before us

And I'm just left with quite a few

She goes along to Brunswick church
But my visits they are few

As | need to seek someone to help me
As my steps are very slow

She really is a Christian

And always ends in prayer

And thinks of the ones that need some help
And need some tender loving care

So thank you for your visit (name)
But as you go out the door

Just put the sneck down once again
So I'll feel safe once more
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World Book Day

| would like to share a reflection from my work experience. In God’s plan for my life,
He has fulfilled a prayer | once made to Him — that | would one day serve vulnerable
children through my work.

Earlier this year, in March, our school held World Book Day. Staff and students
dressed up as characters from books and shared stories together. We were asked to
carry our chosen book and share why it was meaningful to us. This led me to reflect
again on the story and its themes. It was a joyful and lively day. Some colleagues
asked me which book | would choose. As the Bible was not included as an option, |
remembered a French novel translated by Taiwan in Chinese that | once read in
Hong Kong — The Little Prince.

Many people summarise the message of The Little Prince as rediscovering childlike
wonder, love, and imagination in a world that values power, numbers, and status.
The story also teaches about love and responsibility through the fox’s idea of
“taming” — building a relationship through time, care, and commitment. It reminds
us that what is truly important cannot be seen with the eyes, but must be
understood with the heart. The departure of the Little Prince also symbolizes loss,
separation, and the preciousness of memory.

As Christians, how should we reflect on these themes through the Bible?

Firstly, not losing the heart of a child. The Lord Jesus said, “Unless you change and
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” We are
called to humble ourselves like children and receive others in His name.

Secondly, the fox teaches about love and obedience through relationship. What is
my relationship with the Lord? Am | willing to be shaped and guided by Him, so that
a loving and faithful relationship may grow?

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans that we should offer our bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God — this is our true worship.

The fox also says that what is truly important is invisible to the eye. This reminds me

of Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians: “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” What do |
treasure most in life? Are my eyes fixed upon the Lord who loves me?
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Finally, the Little Prince’s farewell made me reflect on life and death. When the day
comes for me to leave this world, what words would describe my life?

May | one day be able to say, like Paul wrote in 2 Timothy: “I have fought the good
fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the R
faith.”

| thank the Lord that through this World Book
Day, He led me to reflect again on my life. =g
May | learn to have the heart of the psalmist '
— for by His loving kindness He draws me, and
| will run after Him. Amen.

- e
avis The Little Prince - Busan
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Dumpling wrapping activity for the Dragon Boat Festival. The students helped to
wrap 58 rice dumplings. They shared them with the Asian brothers and sisters in
Brunswick. Queenie, April 2026
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LEARN THE BASICS OF USING CLAY, WORK WITH AN ARTIST,
HAVE YOUR CREATION INSTALLED IN NEWCASTLE CITY CENTRE!

We're wtrrkirlg with groups all over Newcastle to make art i:nph'u‘d by the medieval
roots of the city. Help us create a parade of little clay party people o be added to
buildings all around the city to show off what communirties look like now. Silly
costumes, mad hats, and musical instruments - all the best a parade has to offer!

T0 BOOK YOUR FREE SPACE OR FIND OUT MORE, PLEASE CONTACT
CHRIS AT CHRISTOPHER.FOLWELL@GMAIL.COM
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE

The Secret Parade is a hidden treasure
hunt for all ages, showcasing ceramic
artworks |::.uﬁng visitors through
paths less trodden to reveal the
medieval city beneath modern day
MNewcastle.
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Wedding Invitation!

Hi all! A short introduction to those who | haven't had the
chance to meet. My name is Beth and I've been a part of our
church for a little while now. My fiancé Bharat lives in
Southampton, and we are in the process of getting him moved
up to rainy Newcastle. | love reading, sleeping and eating, and
he loves movies, sleeping and eating!

In case you missed it, we are getting married! We are
unbelievably excited, and we both want to take this
opportunity to invite you all to share in the celebrations
with us, on Friday 26" June, at 1pm, at Brunswick at our
wedding!

We would love to see as many of you as possible for the
service at Brunswick - it would mean a lot to have the
congregation involved and taking part in our special day,
so please come - you are very very welcome!

g -‘. i..rj:‘)
""""‘lﬂ I':IF

/ ~a b el juﬁ%

and

C)Am (7'"(7?;/; quilhl

» getting married!

Join us on 26th o t Il:|11 , 2026
rick Methodist Church, Ne tle Upon Tyne
MEI 7B]
Il o'clock in the afternoon
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From the archives

The pair of elephants was standing on
Brunswick Place in 1931; they had
come to say goodbye to Arthur
Fenwick, a director of the nearby
Fenwick’s department store. The
second photo shows the same scene
today for comparison.

Arthur was the son of John James
Fenwick, founder of the store, but had
shown no inclination to join the family
business when he left school. At the
age of nineteen, he took to the road in
a green caravan and befriended lots of
people involved with circuses and
fairgrounds on his travels. He returned
to the family fold after six years, but his
love of showfolk and their way of life
lasted until his death in 1957 at the age
of 79.

He put his experience and contacts to good use when he established the Fenwick's
Children Circus in the store, around the time the first photo was taken. In 1947 he
took a thousand employees of Fenwick’s to the Town Moor to see the Bertram Mills
Circus, and when poor health prevented him leaving the house in later life, the
circuses came to see him. A maid at his house in Brandling Park once opened the
door to see an elephant holding a bunch of flowers for Arthur.

The two elephants in the first photo were called Dixie and Rosie and were part of
Bostock & Wombwell’s travelling menagerie, which had ceased touring and was
being broken up. One of them is lifting a suitcase advertising the Children’s Circus at
Fenwick’s and the circus’ ringmaster, Chirpy the Clown, is also in the picture; with
Arthur standing next to him wearing a top hat.

Arthur Fenwick was made an honorary member of the Showmen’s Guild but his life
wasn’t all sawdust and muck. He was an expert on women’s fashion and developed
Fenwick’s famous French Salon, and he married into another department store
dynasty. His wife was Annie Beavan, whose family’s business was on Shields Road in
Byker.

This photo and article appeared recently on Facebook. Many people left comments, notably expressing sadness
and concern regarding the welfare of the elephants. While this is an interesting and unusual picture that marks a
chapter in Brunswick's history, we recognise the welfare of the animals will probably not have been prioritised in

the same way as it would be now.
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The Queen’s Award
for Voluntary Service

BRUNSWICK METHODIST CHURCH

Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ
Tel (0191) 232 1692
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
www.brunswickmethodist.orqg.uk

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mr Rob Wylie, and Deacon Bill
Topping
Paul 07823 493009 or paul@brunswickmethodist.org.uk
Rob 07743657643

Bill Bill. Topping@methodist.org.uk

Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells
(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 19 July 2026.
You should state clearly if the contribution is original
or indicate the source for copyright purposes.
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions.

All photographs used with permission

A

Brunswick
Methodist

A chiurch waith a heart for Newcastie
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