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The front cover shows the icon of the Trinity by Andrei Rublev. This 
image was used as a basis for our discussions at our Annual 
Mee�ng on 10th May and is referred to in the next few pages.
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In our general church mee�ng in May, we used Rublev’s icon of the Trinity as a 
focus for our reflec�on. The characters in the icon, are actually the three angels 
visi�ng Abraham at the Oak of Mamre (Genesis 18:1-8) but the general consensus 
is that these characters represent something of our God in three persons; the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

In our mee�ng, then, we spent some �me reflec�ng on the communica�on 
between the three persons of the Trinity. We iden�fied the dynamic, 
communica�ve, diverse, rela�onal nature of the Trinity, being as it is an image of a 
community, of a dance, of a conversa�on. Certainly, one of my favourite 
metaphors for the Trinity is a conversa�on or a dialogue. Three persons in�mately 
conversant with each other, chiming in beau�ful dialogue, revealing something of 
the truth as a result.

Conversa�on, dialogue, is an essen�al part of community. It’s how we get to know 
each other, it’s how we pass on news, it’s how we come to agree and disagree on 
ways forwards and solu�ons to problems.

So there is something in this icon of the conversa�onal, dialogical, conferring 
nature of a God in three persons who lives in rela�onship and, through the framing 
of the scene, invites us into par�cipa�on. There is space for us at the table, we are 
free to speak into the encounter, to influence, in conjunc�on with the three 
persons, something of what might result.

So what shape might our conversa�ons take if we understand them to be 
trinitarian conversa�ons? Conversa�ons in which we not only speak ourselves, but 
in which we make room for a God who creates, a son who models and a spirit who 
inspires. 

A�er our recent elec�ons the framework for a new local government has been 
established. What is cri�cal now more than ever in our civic lives is that we engage 
in robust, respec�ul, honest and trinitarian conversa�ons. Conversa�ons with 
dignity at their heart, conversa�ons that seek truth and jus�ce, conversa�ons that 
result in crea�ve ways forward – paths ahead that see us walk alongside each 
other, comfort each other, be construc�ve with each other, par�cularly those we 
most profoundly disagree with.

Trinitarian conversa�ons are fer�le environments; closed conversa�ons leave no 
room for thriving. Trinitarian conversa�ons leave space for all to be heard – are 
arenas of concentrated a�en�on and though�ul responses. Trinitarian 
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conversa�ons are mel�ng pots out of which new life is possible and new 
rela�onships formed.

So, it is cri�cal at this moment in our city’s life that we commit to trinitarian 
conversa�ons with each other, especially those we disagree with. But it is also 
crucial that we are having such conversa�ons with each other in our church 
context. It is my prayer that our life together at Brunswick may be lived in the spirit 
of a trinitarian fellowship – a fellowship that honours the difference, that provides 
space for that difference to express itself and the crea�vity to imagine a future 
together, as a church fellowship with that difference held in tact within a larger, 
loving rela�onal dynamic.

Deacon Bill

Bible Study: Joining the Conversa�on

Gospel of John 14:15–21 and Andrei Rublev’s Trinity Icon

Introduc�on
In the Gospel of John 14, Jesus speaks to his disciples on the eve of his death. They 
are anxious about what lies ahead. In response, Jesus promises that they will not 
be le� alone: “I will not leave you as orphans.” The Holy Spirit, the Advocate, will 
remain with them and guide them into a life shaped by love.

Rublev’s Trinity icon offers a visual echo of this promise. Three figures sit around a 
table in quiet a�en�veness and mutual regard. There is an open space facing the 
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viewer, sugges�ng that we are invited to join the conversa�on and become part of 
God’s life of love.

Painted by Andrei Rublev in the early fi�eenth century, the icon was created to 
help monks “overcome hateful divisions.” In a world marked by conflict and 
uncertainty, it offered an image of peace, unity, and hospitality.

Together, the passage and the icon invite us to reflect on what it means to live as a 
community shaped by the love of the Trinity.

Ques�ons

On Sunday (10th May) we talked about this image… openness… we talked about 
being invited into the conversa�on… mirror… Female? 

• What do you no�ce? 
• What does the icon communicate about God?
• What might it mean for the Church to reflect this pa�ern of rela�onship?

Reading John 14:15–21 (New Revised Standard Version Updated Edi�on)

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a li�le while the world 
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On 
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They 
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those 
who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 
them.”

Discussion Ques�ons

• What does the promise “I will not leave you as orphans” mean to you?
• How do you understand the role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church?
• Where have you experienced God’s presence during uncertain �mes?
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Bringing the Passage and Icon Together

Jesus promises that the Spirit will remain with us. The icon portrays God as a 
communion of love, a�en�veness, and hospitality. The open place at the table 
suggests that Chris�an faith is not only about believing in God, but par�cipa�ng in 
God’s own life.

The Church is called to mirror this divine pa�ern by making room for one another, 
listening deeply, and remaining rooted in love.

Ques�ons for Brunswick Methodist Church

• If Brunswick Methodist Church were reflected in this icon, what would people 
see? Hospitality? Listening? Difference? Joy? Tension? Something else?

• How do we disagree faithfully and graciously?
• Who might not yet feel that they have a place at the table?
• What would genuine welcome look like?

A Final Reflec�on/Prayer

Imagine yourself stepping into the open space at the table.
What do you hear?
What invita�on is being offered to you?
What invita�on is being offered to Brunswick Methodist Church?

Brunswick Website

Our new website is now live! Please have a look – feedback, if you have any, is 
appreciated! Thank you, Deacon Bill

h�ps://www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk



7

Church No�ces

Listening Post
Listening Post is open on Mondays (excluding bank holidays) from 10:30am to 
2:30pm in the foyer.

Book Stall
On Saturdays in July and August I shall be running the second-hand book stall in 
aid of Meth Care at Moratumulla Methodist Church, Sri Lanka.  
� I would be grateful for dona�ons of books 
� If anyone would be able to help on the days please let me know

Many thanks, David Stabler

Our Coffee Shop is open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, 10:30am un�l 1pm.

The Gathering
The Gathering meets fortnightly on Tuesdays from 2pm to 3:30pm. We do cra�s, 
quizzes, play games and chat. Refreshments are also available so please come 
along and join us. All are welcome. The next date will be Tuesday 2nd June and 
fortnightly therea�er.

Annual Church Mee�ng 2027
Our Annual Church Mee�ng next year will be on Sunday 25th April during and a�er 
morning worship.

Church Council
Church Council Thursday 18th June 2026 at 7.15pm; Tuesday 6th October 2026 at 
7.15pm. 

Light Lunch
The Light Lunch will take place on Sundays 7th June and 5th July in Room 3 a�er 
morning worship. All Welcome!

Great North 10k Run
This will take place on Sunday 5th July 2026 so public transport will be disrupted! 
Part of the route is around Monument, so please bear this in mind when travelling 
to church! (The ‘normal’ Great North Run is on Sunday 13th September.) 
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Annual Methodist Conference
The Methodist Conference this year will take place in Telford from 25th June to 1st

July. Please remember the conference in your prayers. More details are on the 
website: h�ps://www.methodist.org.uk/about/structure-and-governance/the-
methodist-conference/conference-2026/

Weekly No�ces by email
If you would like to receive the weekly Sunday no�ces by email, and also the 
church magazine, please contact Fiona in the Church Office so that she can add 
you to the mailing list. Her email address is Fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk

Forthcoming Worship Services

Date Time Preacher

June

7th 10.45am Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Deacon Bill Topping – Holy 
Communion 

14th 10.45am Mr Rob Wylie

21st 10.45am Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

28th 10.45am Mr Keith Jones

July

5 10.45am Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe and Deacon Bill Topping – Holy 
Communion

12 10.45am Mr Rob Wylie

19 10.45am Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe

26 10.45am Deacon Bill Topping

August

2 10.45am Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe – Holy Communion

9 10.45am Mr Rob Wylie

16 10.45am Mr David Stabler and Mr Frank Lai

23 10.45am Deacon Bill Topping

30 10.45am Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe
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BRUNSWICK CLUB PROGRAMME
June and July 2026

Mee�ngs are held in the Hall
on Tuesday mornings between 10.30 and Noon

Date   Speaker Subject
June   2  Geoff Hughes Cragside Upstairs Downstairs

9  Ben Haddon Our Solar System
16  Liz Finch Gibside and the Bowes Family
23  Yvonne Young Women of Note (2)
30  John Parker Plug Street Wood

July    7  Lt Gen Robin Brims NATO Today
14  Annual General Mee�ng

Brunswick Methodist Church
Should you wish to make a financial contribu�on to the work of our church 
you can make a dona�on by bank transfer using the bank details below. All 
contribu�ons would be gratefully accepted. Thank you.

Lloyds Bank

Brunswick Methodist Church

Sort code 30-93-71 Account Number 00254644
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L-R: Deacon Bill, Mavis, Cooper, Queenie 
and Susie

We had each been given a paper flame, on 
which we wrote our own prayers or prayer 
requests. These were then arranged at the 
front of the church in the shape of a large 
flame.
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The value of pastoral care and our Pastoral Visitors

This poem was wri�en a few years ago by one of our elderly members, who has 
since died, about her pastoral visits. Her visitor has requested anonymity.

Thank you for my friend called (name)
Who has just come in the door
I looked forward to her visits
She’s certainly not a bore

We have so much to talk about
Of friends that we both knew
Some have gone before us
And I’m just le� with quite a few

She goes along to Brunswick church
But my visits they are few
As I need to seek someone to help me
As my steps are very slow

She really is a Chris�an
And always ends in prayer
And thinks of the ones that need some help
And need some tender loving care

So thank you for your visit (name)
But as you go out the door
Just put the sneck down once again
So I’ll feel safe once more
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World Book Day

I would like to share a reflec�on from my work experience. In God’s plan for my life, 
He has fulfilled a prayer I once made to Him — that I would one day serve vulnerable 
children through my work.

Earlier this year, in March, our school held World Book Day. Staff and students 
dressed up as characters from books and shared stories together. We were asked to 
carry our chosen book and share why it was meaningful to us. This led me to reflect 
again on the story and its themes. It was a joyful and lively day. Some colleagues 
asked me which book I would choose. As the Bible was not included as an op�on, I 
remembered a French novel translated by Taiwan in Chinese that I once read in 
Hong Kong — The Li�le Prince.

Many people summarise the message of The Li�le Prince as rediscovering childlike 
wonder, love, and imagina�on in a world that values power, numbers, and status. 
The story also teaches about love and responsibility through the fox’s idea of 
“taming” — building a rela�onship through �me, care, and commitment. It reminds 
us that what is truly important cannot be seen with the eyes, but must be 
understood with the heart. The departure of the Li�le Prince also symbolizes loss, 
separa�on, and the preciousness of memory.

As Chris�ans, how should we reflect on these themes through the Bible?

Firstly, not losing the heart of a child. The Lord Jesus said, “Unless you change and 
become like li�le children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” We are 
called to humble ourselves like children and receive others in His name.

Secondly, the fox teaches about love and obedience through rela�onship. What is 
my rela�onship with the Lord? Am I willing to be shaped and guided by Him, so that 
a loving and faithful rela�onship may grow?

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans that we should offer our bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God — this is our true worship.

The fox also says that what is truly important is invisible to the eye. This reminds me 
of Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians: “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” What do I 
treasure most in life? Are my eyes fixed upon the Lord who loves me?
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Finally, the Li�le Prince’s farewell made me reflect on life and death. When the day 
comes for me to leave this world, what words would describe my life?

May I one day be able to say, like Paul wrote in 2 Timothy: “I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.”

I thank the Lord that through this World Book 
Day, He led me to reflect again on my life. 
May I learn to have the heart of the psalmist 
– for by His loving kindness He draws me, and 
I will run a�er Him. Amen.

Mavis
The Li�le Prince - Busan
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Dumpling wrapping ac�vity for the Dragon Boat Fes�val. The students helped to 
wrap 58 rice dumplings. They shared them with the Asian brothers and sisters in 
Brunswick. Queenie, April 2026
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Wedding Invita�on!

Hi all! A short introduc�on to those who I haven't had the 
chance to meet. My name is Beth and I've been a part of our 
church for a li�le while now. My fiancé Bharat lives in 
Southampton, and we are in the process of ge�ng him moved 
up to rainy Newcastle. I love reading, sleeping and ea�ng, and 
he loves movies, sleeping and ea�ng!

In case you missed it, we are ge�ng married! We are 
unbelievably excited, and we both want to take this 
opportunity to invite you all to share in the celebra�ons 
with us, on Friday 26th June, at 1pm, at Brunswick at our 
wedding!

We would love to see as many of you as possible for the 
service at Brunswick - it would mean a lot to have the 
congrega�on involved and taking part in our special day, 
so please come - you are very very welcome!
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From the archives
The pair of elephants was standing on 
Brunswick Place in 1931; they had 
come to say goodbye to Arthur 
Fenwick, a director of the nearby 
Fenwick’s department store. The 
second photo shows the same scene 
today for comparison.

Arthur was the son of John James 
Fenwick, founder of the store, but had 
shown no inclina�on to join the family 
business when he le� school. At the 
age of nineteen, he took to the road in 
a green caravan and befriended lots of 
people involved with circuses and 
fairgrounds on his travels. He returned 
to the family fold a�er six years, but his 
love of showfolk and their way of life 
lasted un�l his death in 1957 at the age 
of 79.

He put his experience and contacts to good use when he established the Fenwick's 
Children Circus in the store, around the �me the first photo was taken. In 1947 he 
took a thousand employees of Fenwick’s to the Town Moor to see the Bertram Mills 
Circus, and when poor health prevented him leaving the house in later life, the 
circuses came to see him. A maid at his house in Brandling Park once opened the 
door to see an elephant holding a bunch of flowers for Arthur.

The two elephants in the first photo were called Dixie and Rosie and were part of 
Bostock & Wombwell’s travelling menagerie, which had ceased touring and was 
being broken up. One of them is li�ing a suitcase adver�sing the Children’s Circus at 
Fenwick’s and the circus’ ringmaster, Chirpy the Clown, is also in the picture; with 
Arthur standing next to him wearing a top hat.

Arthur Fenwick was made an honorary member of the Showmen’s Guild but his life 
wasn’t all sawdust and muck. He was an expert on women’s fashion and developed 
Fenwick’s famous French Salon, and he married into another department store 
dynasty. His wife was Annie Beavan, whose family’s business was on Shields Road in 
Byker.

This photo and ar�cle appeared recently on Facebook. Many people le� comments, notably expressing sadness 
and concern regarding the welfare of the elephants. While this is an interes�ng and unusual picture that marks a 
chapter in Brunswick's history, we recognise the welfare of the animals will probably not have been priori�sed in 
the same way as it would be now.
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B�������� M�������� C�����
Brunswick Place, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7BJ

Tel (0191) 232 1692 
e-mail: admin@brunswickmethodist.org.uk

www.brunswickmethodist.org.uk

Ministry Team: Rev Paul Cleever-Thorpe, Mr Rob Wylie,  and Deacon Bill 
Topping 

Paul 07823 493009 or paul@brunswickmethodist.org.uk

Rob 07743657643

Bill Bill.Topping@methodist.org.uk   

Submissions for future editions are welcomed
Please forward these to Ruth Colclough or Fiona Wells 

(fiona@brunswickmethodist.org.uk) by the 19 July 2026.
You should state clearly if the contribution is original

or indicate the source for copyright purposes.
Due to limited space we cannot guarantee to include all submissions.

All photographs used with permission


